May  3,  1913 


THE   CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


33 


A  Weekly  Journal  of  the  Chemical  and  Drug:  Trades 

and  of 

British  Pharmacists  throughout  the  Empire, 

ESTABLISHED  1859. 


The  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  is  in  circulation  and  reputation  the 
leading  journal  addressing  the  chemical  and  drug  trades  in  the  British  Empire 
and  other  countries  in  the  Old  and  New  Worlds.  It  is  the  official  journal  of 
nineteen  Chemists'  Societies  in  Australia,  Ireland,  New  Zealand,  South  Africa, 
and  the  West  Indies.  • 


Subscription  Rates. 

Ten  shillings  a  year  in  advance,  post  free  to  any  part  of  the  -world,  including 
ft  copy  of  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary  next  published.  Subscriptions  may 
begin  any  month.  Single  copy,  6d.  ;  Summer  or  Winter  Number,  Is.  Diary, 
3S.  6d.    Postal  orders  and  cheques  to  be  crossed  "  Martin's  Bank  (Limited).'* 

Prix  de  l'abonnement  annuel :  le  journal  une  fois  par  semaine,  et  l'agenda 
nne  fois  par  an,  12  60  francs,  franco. 

Jiihrlicher  Abonnementspreis :  die  Zeitung  einmal  -wochentlich,  und  der 
Notizkalender  einmal  im  Jahre,  10  Mark,  postfrei. 

Precio  de  suscricion  annual  :  el  periodico  una  vez  por  semana,  y  el  agenda 
ana  vez  por  anno,  12'60  pesetas,  franco. 


Terms  for  advertising  in  THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST  can  be 
obtained  on  application  to  the  Publisher  at  the 

Head  Office:  42  CANNON  STREET,  LONDON,  E.C. 

Telegrams  :  "  Chemicus  Cannon  London."  Telephone  Bank  852  (two  lines). 

Branches:  ADELAIDE,  MELBOURNE,  AND  SYDNEY,  AUST. 

COMTENTS:  Vol.  LXXXII.,  No.  18  (Series  No.  1736). 
[The  folios  in  this  List  and  in  the  Summary  are  those  at  the  too 
■  —    of  the  pages,  but  references  in  the  Text  are  to  the  Index 
folios  at  the  bottom  of  the  pages.] 


PAGE 

American  Tariff  Bill    60 

Association  Affairs    53 

Births    43 

Boric-acid  Testing    34 

Business  Changes    56 

Canadian  News    38 

Chemical  Society    55 

Colonial     and  Foreign 

News    39 

Coming  Events    55 

Company  News    42 

Correspondence    65 

Deaths    43 

Deed  of  Arrangement  ...  42 
Editorial  Articles  : 

B.P.C.  Presidential 
Survey    48 

International  Pharma- 
copoeia   49 

Western  Australian 
Health  Act    50 

Notes    50 

English  News    35 

French  News    38 

Gazette    42 

India  and  the  East    40 

Information  Department  46 

Irish  News    37 

Japanese  Jottings    40 


PACE 

Legal  Reports    41 

Marriages    43 

National    Health  Insur- 
ance : 

First     Quarter's  Ex- 
periences   51 

Supply    of    Drugs  to 

Insured    51 

Irish  Medical  Benefit...  51 
Dispensing  Arrange- 
ments   51 

Observations  and  Reflec- 
tions   47 

Our  American  Letter  ...  40 
"Patents"   Committee...  57 

Personalities    44 

Poisonings    35 

Prescription  Problem  ...  34 

Retrospect    68 

Review    34 

Scientific  Progress    35 

Scottish  News    38 

South  African  News    39 

Trade-marks    56 

Trade  Notes    46 

Trade  Report    61 

Transvaal  Pharmacy 

Board    39 

Westminster  Wisdom    45 


THOUSANDS  OF  EMIGRANTS 

are  leaving  this  country  annually  for  North  and  South 
America.  These  pioneers  carry  with  them  the  Home  ideals 
and  the  Home  tastes,  and  they  expect  to  get  in  their  new 
homes  the  medicines,  the  perfumes,  the  toilet  articles,  and 
the  proprietaries  they  have  been  accustomed  to.  Traders 
in  Canada,  the  United  States,  Mexico,  the  Central  American 
States,  South  America,  and  the  West  Indies  are  quite  alive 
to  this  demand,  and  are  eager  to  purchase  for  resale.  In 
order  to  assist  buyers  in  the  countries  named,  the 

NEW  WORLD  ISSUE 

of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  has  been  specially  designed. 
The  publication  date  this  year  is  May  24,  and  the  Issue  will 
contain  a  report  of  the  statutory  meeting  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  which  is  held  in  the  same  week.  It  will 
be  an  excellent  Issue  for  advertising  purposes,  and  all 
particulars  in  that  regard  will  be  obtained  from  the  Pub- 
lisher, The  Chemist  and  Druggist,  42  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C. 


SUMMARY. 

Being  a  first  glance  at  the  articles  and  events  reported  in  this  Issue. 


Articles  and  Communications, 

Jay  Mack  gives  some  suggestions  for  Insurance  dispensing 
(p.  66). 

The  solution  of  the  last'  Proscription  Problem  is  printed 
on  p.  34,  and  prizes  awarded. 

Insurance  dispensing  queries  are  dealt  with  in  our  corre- 
spondence pages  for  the  first  time  (p.  67). 

A  modification  of  his  apparatus  for  detecting  boric  acid  is 
illustrated  and  described  by  Mr.  F.  H.  Alcock  on  the  next 
page. 

An  international  bureau  and  laboratory  for  Pharma- 
copoeia revision  work  is  proposed  by  Professor  Tschirch 
(P-  49). 

Further  experiences  of  Insurance  dispensing  as  it  has 
affected  returns  and  profits  are  communicated  by  chemists 
(p.  51). 

The  West  Australian  Health  Act  regulations  as  far  as 
they  apply  to  medicines,  and  as  finally  amended,  are 
referred  to  on  p.  50. 

We  begin  a  presidential  review  of  the  British  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  with  Henry  Deane,  the  first  President, 
thus  covering  the  period  1863  to  1865  inclusive  (p.  48). 

The  magnificence  of  the  Colonial  circulation  of  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist  is  "  an  eye-opener  "  to  "  Xrayser 
II.,"  as  no  doubt  it  is  to  all  those  who  have  not  known  it 
by  experience  (p.  47). 

Sir  William  Crookes,  O.M.,  President-elect  of  the  Society- 
of  Chemical  Industry,  has  published  a  veritable  history  of 
modern  chemistry  in  the  shape  of  an  index  to  100  volumes  of 
the  "  Chemical  News  "  (p.  34). 

Niws  of  the  Week. 


Medicine  makes  many  millionaires  in.  Osaka  (p.  4C). 

Cutting  is  rampant  among  Johannesburg  chemists  (p.  39). 

Prospects  for  chemists'  assistants  in  Canada  are  outlined 
in  a  note  on  p.  44. 

The  latest  from  India  about  sandalwood  and  India  podo- 
phyllum is  given  on  i>.  40. 

The  last  Chemical  Society  meeting  included  several 
interesting  papers  (p.  55). 

A  boy  has  died  through  swallowing  a  few  dozen  pills  in 
his  employers'  factory  (p.  35). 

A  chemists'  half-holiday  closing  order  has  been  revoked 
owing  to  Insurance  dispensing  (p.  36). 

The  testimonial  to  Dr.  Charles  Symes  may  be  contributed 
to  by  anyone  in  the  trade  (p.  50). 

The  Decimal  Association's  annual  report  contains  matters 
of  interest  to  chemists  as  traders  (p.  35). 

Zeifert,  the  santonin-receiver,  has  been  sentenced  to 
twenty-one  months'  imprisonment  (p.  37). 

Glasgow  chemists  are  proud  of  having  the  biggest  pro- 
vincial Association  in  the  British  Isles  (p.  38). 

The  Institute  of  Chemistry  pass-list  is  on  p.  36.  It  con- 
tains an  unusual  number  of  young  pharmacists  '(p.  44). 

The  "Winter  Sess'on  "  passes  this  week  into  "Associa- 
tion Affairs,"  and  election  of  officers  heralds  the  summer 
season  (p.  53). 

The  revenue  from  patent  medicines  dropped  by  50,000Z. 
last  year.  We  contrast  this  with  the  decade's  movements 
up  and  down  (p.  45). 

The  drug-supply  under  the  Insurance  Act  was  adversely 
criticised  by  Mr.  H.  W.  Forster,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Wednesday  (p.  45). 

The  chief  Government  chemist  (Dr.  Dobbie)  and  one  of 
his  assistants  gave  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  on 
Patent  Medicines  this  week.  The  Committee  has  adjourned 
for  a  month  (p.  57). 

Trade  and  Market  Matters. 


Citric  acid,  arsenic,  and  copper  sulphate  have  an  easier 
tendency ;  ammonia  sulphate,  cassia  fistula,  and  soda  nitrate 
are  cheaper.  Paraffin  wax,  orange  oil,  and  copaiba  are 
among  the  higher  products.  Moderate  supplies  of  drugs 
were  offered  at  auction  to-day  (p.  61). 
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Boric-acid  .Testing  Apparatus. 

By  F.  H.  Alcock,  F.I.C. 


IN  1907  I  recommended  in  The  Chemist  and  Druggist 
(1907,  I.,  136)  a  method  for  testing  boric  acid  in 
6olution.  In  this  a  test-tube  with  side  tube  is  heated 
by  a  small  naked  flame.    It  has  been  suggested  to  me 

that  the  "  bumping  "  is 
a  serious  drawback  to  its 
use.  A  simple  expedient 
to  avoid  this  trouble  con- 
sists in  placing  the  tube 
and  its  contents  in  a 
conical  beaker  half  filled 
with  hot  water  (see 
diagram).  The  heating 
of  the  beaker  is  continued 
until  the  volatile  boric 
compounds  quietly  leave 
the  side  tube  and  can  be 
burnt  with  safety.  By 
this  means  all  tendency 
to  bumping  is  eliminated, 
and  moreover  the  method 
is  rendered  very  delicate, 
for  the  test  of  the  green 
flame  is  prolonged  or 
otherwise  as  the  heat '  is 
lowered  or  raised,  and  the 
surrounding  of  the  tube 
by'  hot  water  allows  much  greater  control  of  the  rate  of 
heating. 


REVIEWS. 


General  Index  to  the  Chemical  News.  Vols.  1-100  (1860 
to  1909).  10£  in.  by  7^  in.  Pp.  viii  +  712.  21: 
(London  :  "  Chemical  News  "  Office,  16  Newcastle 
Street,  Farringdon  Street,  E.C.  1913.) 
The  "  Chemical  News,"  which  is  edited  by  Sir 
William  Crookes,  O.M.,  was  established  in  I860,  and  the 
first  hundred  volumes  were  completed  in  1909.  Ever  since 
its  foundation  the  journal  has  maintained  its  reputation  as 
the  repository  of  new  facts  in  chemistry  and  physical 
science,  and  many  important  discoveries  in  science  have 
been  first  announced  in  its  pages.  This  statement  shows 
the  importance  of  a  long  run  of  this  journal  to  those 
engaged  in  research  work.  The  value  of  the  volumes  is 
considerably  enhanced  by  the  publication  of  a  general 
index  to  the  first  hundred  volumes,  which  shortens  the 
time  required  for  reference  to  be  made  to  any  subject. 
The  general  index  occupies  over  seven  hundred  pages,  each 
page  with  three  columns  of  matter.  It  is  a  combined 
authors  and  subject  index,  with  a  few  cases  of  classifi- 
cation, such  as  "  acid  "  and  book  reviews,  the  latter  under 
"book."  The  authors'  names  are,  however,  given  in 
alphabetical  position.  There  are  numerous  carefully 
planned  cross-references  which  will  help  and  save  the  time 
of  those  who  use  the  index.  It  is  without  doubt  the  finest 
example  of  a  general  index  which  has  been  published  in 
connection  with  chemistry.  The  decennial  indexes  of  the 
"Journal  of  the  Society  of  Chemical  Industry"  are  the 
nearest  approach  to  it,  but  in  the  present  case  the  period 
covered  is  fifty  years.  The  labour  expended  in  compiling 
the  index  must  have  been  enormous,  but  it  has  been 
applied  with  intelligence.  In  those  cases  where  we  have 
checked  .  items  the  references  are  singularly  free  from 
ambiguity..  The  effect  of  turning  over  the  pages  of  the 
index  is  to  make  one  desire  to  turn  up  many  of  the  refer- 
ences, so  that  the  work  cannot  be  said  to  be  uninteresting ; 
that  it  is  useful  is  unquestionable. 


The  Expohts  of  Galls  from  Mosul,  Turkey,  during  1912 
amounted  in  value  to  75,000?.,  compared  with  a  like  amount 
in  the  previous  year. 


PRESCRIPTION  PROBLEM. 


A GOOD  RESPONSE  was  obtained  to  the  problem 
in  prescription-reading  which  appeared  in  the 
Coloured  Supplement,  March  29.  The  correct  tran- 
scription is  as  follows  : 

Sodae  Salicy  gr  x 
Sp  Am  Co  n\xv 
Aqua  ad  Sj 
Every  4  hours. 

Svj  . 

Mouth  wash  3j. 

The  chief  difficulty  was  in  the  supplementary  item, 
which  is  correctly  rendered  "mouth  wash,"  the  render- 
ing of  the  great  majority  of  the  replies  determining  this 
point.  The  readings  of  this  item  were  very  varied; 
among  those  sent  in  were  the  following  : 

Black  wash.  Morrhuse. 

Lin.  tereb.  Morrhuol. 

Lin.  tereb.  acet.  Mustard. 

Lin.  universal.  Nig.  haust. 

Malt  extract.  Of  such. 

Malt  and  oil.  Pinheroin. 

Marant.  Pink  wash. 

Mark  each.  Pro  haust. 

Mark  vial.  Tinct.  benz.  co. 

Matico  ext.  Tinct.  gent. 

Menthol  crys.  Tinct.  iodid. 

Methyl  salicyl.  Tinct.  rhei  co. 

Misce  haust.  Troch.  ac.  carbol. 

Mist.  alba.  Troch.  carb. 

Mist,  creosoti.  Troch.  cubeb. 

Mist,  cretae.  Troch.  eucal. 

Mist.  evac.  Ung.  hydrarg. 

Mist,  sennse  co.  With  water. 
Montserrat. 

Transcriptions  correct  in  every  detail  were  received 
from  the  following  : 

Me.  H.  C.  E.  Glover,  24  Eccles  Road,  Clapham 
Junction,  London,  S.W. 

Me.  H.  Graham,  31  Baldock  Road,  Letchworth. 

Me.  A.  J.  Foxon,  c/o  Boots,  Ltd.,  Grange  Road, 
Birkenhead. 

We  shall  be  obliged  if  the  successful  competitors  named 
above  will  let  us  know  which  of  our  books  published  at 
not  more  than  5s.  they  select  as  a  prize. 

The  following  is  the  prescription  forming  the  subject 
of  the  next  competition.  We  shall  be  glad  to  receive 
postcards  before  May  10.  The  prizes  will  be  awarded  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Editor,  and  in  case  of  close  com- 
petition time  of  posting  will  be  taken  into  account  : 


Chewing-gum. — Referring  to  the  inquiry  of  Dr.  H.  Kerr 
in  the  "  British  Medical  Journal  "  for  evidence  of  cases 
where  chewing-gum  has  been  thought  to  produce  harm 
(C.  &  D.,  April  12,  index  folio  560),  Dr.  A.  W.  Gilchrist 
replies  :  "  I  would  be  surprised  if  he  succeeded  in  obtaining 
evidence  of  much  harm  arising  from  the  indulgence  in  ques- 
tion. Indeed,  I  have  often  asked  myself,  in  admiring  the 
finely  developed  contour  and  firmness  of  the  American  jaw, 
and  the  superiority  in  general  of  their  teeth  as  compared 
with  those  of  our  own  people,  whether  the  process  of  con- 
stant mastication  involved  in  the  use  of  gum  (a  kind  of 
rumination,  in  fact)  is  not  of  marked  developmental 
advantage." 
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POISONING  FATALITIES. 


Five  fatalities  with  poisons  have  been  recorded  this  week. 

Antipyrin. — At  a  West  Ham  inquest  on  Arthur  Bentham, 
surgeon  of  the  liner  Highland  Pride,  who  was  found  dead 
in  his  cabin,  the  evidence  showed  that  death  was  due  to 
antipyrin-poisoning. 

Opium  in  accidental  dose  caused  tho  death  of  Francis 
Henry  Lamb  (47),  commercial  traveller,  Leigh. 

Pills. — The  Southwark  Coroner  (Dr.  F.  J.  Waldo)  inquired 
on  April  26  into  the  death  of  Walter  Langridge  (16),  pill- 
packer,  who  was  employed  by  Messrs.  Matthews  &  Wilson, 
Ltd.,  manufacturing  chemists,  Mill  Street,  Bermondsey. 
Deceased's  mother  said  that  on  the  previous  Tuesday  her 
son  at  dinner-time  said  a  boy  had  given  him  three  pills.  He 
went  back  to  work  at  two  o'clock,  and  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  later  returned,  looking  very  ill,  and  complaining  of 
feeling  sick.  The  same  evening  he  became  unconscious,  and 
was  taken  to  Guy's  Hospital,  where  he  died  on  Wednesday 
morning.  Edward  Evans  (16),  a  pill-packer,  said  that  on 
the  Tuesday  morning  in  question  he  was  packing  indigestion- 
pills  with  the  deceased,  who  left  his  bench  and  went  to 
another  where  liver-pills  were  being  packed  in  glass  tubes. 
He  took  a  handful  of  pills  out  of  a  scale  pan  and  swallowed 
them  right  off  a  few  at  a  time.  Witness  said  all  the  boys 
had  been  warned  not  to  taste  any  of  the  drugs,  but  witness 
thought  Langridge  regarded  the  pills,  which  were  sugar- 
coated,  as  sweetmeats.  William  Scales,  another  pill-packer, 
said  lie  was  of  opinion  that  the  deceased  swallowed  about 
fifty' or  sixty  pills.  Harry  Histed,  foreman  packer,  deposed 
that  the  pills  contained  aloin,  podophyllin,  hyoscyamue  (or 
henbane),  andjalapin.  They  were  only  sold  bv  the  com- 
pany to  chemists  and  doctors.  Dr.  B.  H.  Spilsbury  said 
that  his  post-mortem  examination  did  not  show  any  natural 
disease  to  account  for  death.  If  deceased  took  about  fifty 
pills  such  as  those  described  that  would  be  sufficient  to 
cause  death,  as  they  contained  very  active  ingredients.  If 
an  analysis  were  ordered,  it  might  'be  difficult  to  detect  the 
henbane,  which  was  an  alkaloid,  and  might  have  dis- 
appeared. Referring  to  a  "  faggot  "  which  deceased  had  for 
dinner,  and  which  it  had  been  suggested  might  give  rise  to 
ptomaine  poisoning,  Dr.  Spilsbury  said  that  if  "faggots" 
were  made  of  liver  they  would  be  likely  to  give  rise  to 
illness.  He  added  that  death  was  due  to  coma.  The  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  death  by  misadventure  through  taking 
an  overdose  of  pills. 

Prussia  Acid. — A  Liverpool  jury  on  April  30  found  that 
Samuel  Whaley  Pickering  (65).  manager  for  A.  J.  Wright  & 
Co.,  Ltd.,  wholesale  shipping  chemists,  South  Castle  Street, 
who  had  taken  prussic  acid,  after  saying  to  his  employer, 
"Good-bye,  Mr.  Wright,  good;bye,"  had  died  from  poison- 
ing, but  that  there  was  no  evidence  as  to  the  state  of  his 
mind.  He  had  been  in  failing  health  for  some  time,  and 
had  worried  over  his  accounts. 

Spirit  of  Salt  was  the  poison  taken  for  suicidal  purposes 
by  Peter  Vickers  (62),  general  dealer,  Westminster,  London, 

s.w. 

Kind  not  Stated. — An  unknown  man  of  about  twenty-nine 
was  found  poisoned  in  Hyde  Park,  London,  W. 


SCIENTIFIC  PROGRESS. 

Temperatures  under  this  heading:  are  on  the  Centigrade  scale. 


A  New  Rose  Odour.— During  the  examination  of  the 
essential  oil  of  liupleurum  fructicosum,  Francesconi  and 
Sernagiotto  have  isolated  an  alcohol,  bunleurol,  which  is 
isomeric  with  citronellol.  It  has  the  formula  C,oH=oO,  boils 
at  210°,  and  has  a  refractive  index  1.4508.  specific  gravitv 
0.849,  and  is  optically  inactive.  It  has  a  slight  but  distinct 
and  pleasant  odour  of  roses.  The  authors  assign  to  it  the 
constitutional  formula  CH(CH,);(CH2)aC( :  CH=)(CH2)aOH, 
which  would  indicate  that  it  is  a  dihydro-nerol. 

Japanese  Rb.ubarb.-Y.  Murayama,  in  the  Journal  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Japan  ("  Yakugakuzasshi," 
February),  gays  the  botanical  origin  of  Japanese  rhubarb 
has  not  yet  been  satisfactorily  established.  Two  kinds  are 
under  consideration — Rheum  Bhaponticum,  L.,  and  Rh. 
undulatum,  L. — which  were  introduced  into  Japan  some  con- 
siderable time  ago.  The  kind  obtained  by  druggists  consists 
mostly  of  dull-brown  cylindrical  pieoes  of  rhizome  with  a 
woody  structure.  From  the  alcoholic  extract  chryso- 
phanic  acid  and  emodin  were  isolated.  A  quantitative 
determination  showed  4.14  and  4.10  per  cent,  of  oxy- 
methylanthraquinone  in  two  samples.  An  analysis  of  Rumex 
japonicus,  Meisn.,  a  common  polygonaceous  root  in  Japan, 
but  which  is  seldom  used  as  an  aperient,  showed  the 
presence  of  chrysophanic  acid  and  an  emodin-like  com- 
bination. 


ENGLISH  AND  WELSH  NEWS, 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  iter 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

At  Diss,  on  April  23,  John  Leeder,  vermin-destroyer, 
was  fined  30s.  for  sowing  poisoned  grain,  and  Thos.  Keeiey 
was  fined  Zl.  for  selling  poisoned  grain. 

The  Morley  (Yorks)  Co-operative  Society  reports  that 
last  quarter  19  per  cent,  of  the  stock  of  drugs  required 
was  obtained  from  co-operative  sources,  and  81  per  cent, 
from  private  firms. 

The  off  wine-licence  attached  to  the  business  at 
59  North  Street,  Brighton,  held  by  Mr.  H.  A.  Coster- 
ton,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  been  transferred  to 
Messrs.  T.  R.  Taylor  and  H.  F.  Row. 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Chemists'  Dental  Society, 
which  is  to  be  held  at  the  Chemists'  Exhibition  on  May  8 
(see  "  Coming  Events  "),  arrangements  have  been  made  for 
dental  demonstrations  at  11  a.m.  and  3  p.m. 

Professor  W.  R.  Dunstan  communicated  a  column  letter 
to  "  The  Times  "  of  April  29  on  "A  Tropical  Agricultural 
College,"  expressing  his  views  in  favour  of  Ceylon  being 
preferable  to  the  West  Indies  for  such  a  college. 

Poison-licences  have  been  applied  for  by  Mr.  Harold 
Kershaw,  nurseryman,  50  Cavendish  Street,  Keighley,  and 
Mr.  Frederick  Wm.  Davis,  of  95  and  97  Finsbury  Pave- 
ment, London,  E.C.,  receiver  and  manager  of  Tilley 
Bros.,  seed  merchants,  6  London  Road,  Brighton. 

The  funeral  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Faull,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  Manston  and  Bradford,  whose  death  we 
reported  last  week,  took  place  at  Burley-in-Wharfedale 
on  April  26.  The  chief  mourners  were  Dr.  Faull  and 
Mr.  Arthur  Faull  (sons)  and  the  Misses  I.  and  A.  Faull 
(daughters). 

The  Leicester  Pharmacy  Athletic  Club  opened  their 
cricket  season  on  Thursday,  April  24,  with  a  match 
against  Victoria  Road  Church  Institute,  under  delightful 
•weather  conditions.  The  Institute  were  all  out  for  49, 
H.  Chawner  taking  five  wickets  for  19  and  A.  Ferguson 
five  for  28.  The  Pharmacists  replied  with  79,  of  which 
C.  S.  Bentley  contributed  42. 

The  Aitchison  Memorial  Scholarship,  founded  by  friends 
of  the  late  Mr.  James  Aitchison,  takes  the  form  of  free 
tuition  at  the  full-day  course  in  technical  optics,  extending' 
over  two  years,  at  the  Northampton  Polytechnic  Insti- 
tute. The  first  award  "will  be  made  in  September.  The 
syllabus  of  the  scholarship  examination  can  be  obtained 
from  Mr.  H.  F.  Purser,  35  Charles  Street,  Hatton  Garden, 
London,  E.G.,  hon.  secretary  to  the  trustees. 

The  Decimal  Association. 

The  annual  report  of  this  Association  deals  with  progress 
made  in  the  British  Empire  and  foreign  countries.  The 
first  paragraph  deals  with  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  and 
embodies  the  announcement  which  we  were  able  to  make 
in  our  issue  of  January  11,  and  which  we  may  repeat  : 

Following  the  announcement  in  our  prospectus,  the 
General  Medical  Council  has  announced  that  all  measures 
and  weights  in  the  new  British  Pharmacopoeia,  including 
those  referring  to  dosage,  will  be  in  the  metric  system,  and 
that  in  order  to  facilitate  the  use  of  the  Pharmacopoeia  by 
medical  men,  the  equivalents  for  dosage  will  also  be  given 
in  the  Imperial  system.  This  will  be  the  only  use  of  the 
Imperial  system  throughout  the  work,  and  in  itself  this  is  a 
very  great  advance.  The  issue  of  the  new  Pharmacopoeia 
will  of  necessity  be  followed  by  a  considerable  increase  in  the 
use  of  the  metric  weights  and  measures  in  medical  practice. 
Mention  is  also  made  of  a  Bill  to  consolidate  and  amend 
the  laws  of  the  Union  of  South  Africa  regarding  weights 
and  measures,  and  it  is  stated  that  the  Bill  was  regarded 
with  favour  generally,  and  that  it  was  a  serious  mani- 
festation of  the  favourable  attitude  of  the  Union  Govern- 
ment. Following  this  is  a  reference  to  the  Royal  Com- 
mission to  inquire  into  the  trade  of  the  British  Empire, 
to  which  the  Association  submitted  a  statement  setting 
forth  the  reasons  why  the  adoption  of  metric  weights  and 
measures  would  be  beneficial  both  to  the  internal  trade  of 
the    Empire   and  to  the  trade  of  each  portion  of  the 
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Empire  with  the  rest  of  the  world.  It  appears  also 
that  there  is  an  agitation  for  the  reform  of  the 
weights  and  measures  cf  Guernsey.  In  October  1910 
it  was  decided  that  English  -weights  and  measures  should 
be  adopted,  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  regard  to  it. 
and  the  friends  of  the  metric  system  are  losing  no  oppor- 
tunity of  advancing  its  claim.  As  to  foreign  countries, 
the  King  of  Siam  has  ordered  the  adoption  of  the  metric 
system  with  an  optional  period  of  one  year,  and  in  China 
a  Bill  for  the  complete  introduction  of  metric  weights 
and  measures  has  passed  its  first  reading  in  the  Advisory 
Council,  and  has  been  referred  to  a  committee  for  expert 
advice.  The  Russian  Minister  of  Commerce  has  recently 
addressed  a  letteT  to  the  Association,  stating  that  the 
Government  view  with  favour  the  establishment  of  the 
metric  system  in  the  Russian  Empire,  but  the  Govern- 
ment cannot  proceed  with  the  obligatory  introduction  of 
the  metric  system  until  the  periodic  control  of  weights  and 
measures  in  all  parts  of  the  empire  has  been  definitely 
organised. 

Disinfectants. 

Dr.  David  Somerville,  cn  April  28,  in  his  second  Cantor 
Lecture  on  "  Antiseptics  and  Disinfectants,"  at  the  Royal 
Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C., 
pointed  out  that  young  cultures  were  much  harder  to 
kill  than  old.  Organisms  could  be  acclimatised  to  the 
action  of  disinfectants.  Dr.  Somerville  stated  that  germi- 
cidal, effect  was  not  entirely  due  to  chemical  character. 
The  statement  that  some  bacteria  are  positively  and 
others  negatively  electrified  would,  if  proved,  have  a 
very  important  bearing  cn  the  subject  of  disinfectants. 
He  suggested  that  in  this  connection  there  is  a  great 
opening  for  research.  Chemical  action,  as  such,  also  comes 
into  play,  r.s,  for  instance,  in  the  oxidising  effects  of 
chlorine  and  ozone.  There  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the 
complexity  of  the  action  of  disinfectants.  The  lecturer 
protested  against'  the  sanitary  inspector,  who  knows 
nothing  of  bacteriology  or  chsmistry. 

Institute  of  Chemistry. 
J  The  following  ks  the  Pass  List  cf  the  March- April 
examinations  just  concluded.  E.even  candidates  presented 
themselves  for  the  Intermediate  examination,  and  the 
following  seven  passed  :  J.  D.  S.  Bramer,  L.  F.  le  Brocq, 
B.Sc.  (Lond.),  L.  Davis,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  G.  A.  Stokes, 
S.  H.  Stroud,  H.  Trickett,  and  E.  G.  G.  Wheeler. 
Twenty-five  candidates  presented  themselves  for  the  Final 
examination,  and  the  following  fourteen  passed  :  In  the 
Branch  of  Mineral  Chemistry  :  S.  C.  Bate,  B.Sc.  (Lond.), 
F.  G.  Crosse,  and  S.  G-  Greene;  in  the  Branch  of  Metal- 
lurgical Chemistry  :  E.  Marsden ;  in  the  Branch  of 
Organic  Chemistry  :  W.  F.  Hollely,  T.  S.  Jones,  B.Sc. 
(Lond.),  H.  Lambourne,  B.Sc.  (Lond.),  D.  H.  Peacock, 
B.Sc.  (Lond.),  B.A.  (Cantab.),  and  F.  Sproxton,  B.Sc. 
(Lond.)  ;  in  the  Branch  of  the  Chemistry  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  and  of  Water  :  A.  L.  Davidson,  R.  E.  Griffiths, 
B.Sc,  (Lond.),  F.  W.  Hoyland,  W.  G.  Saunders,  and 
W.  A.  Storey. 

Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

,  The  Radnor  county  analyst  reports  that  all  the  drug- 
samples  examined  during  the  past  quarter  were  genuine. 
These  were  one  sample  each  of  castor  oil,  camphorated 
oil,  glycerin,  and  arrowroot. 

The  Hull  analyst  (Mr.  A.  R.  Tankard)  reports  that  last 
month  a  formal  sample  of  white  pepper  was  adulterated 
with  rice-flour  and  siliceous  matter,  and  an  informal 
sample  of  mercury  ointment  contained  only  15  per  cent, 
of  mercury.  The  following  samples  taken  were  genuine  : 
Soda-water  (3),  white  pepper  (1),  baking-powder  (1),  cod- 
liver  oil  (1),  quinine- wino  (1),  and  oil  of  turpentine  (1). 

In  Dudley  last  quarter  there  were  submitted  to  the 
public  analyst  three  samples  each  of  camphorated  oil  and 
Gregory's  powder,  and  one  each  of  magnesia,  Epsom 
salts,  gentian-root,  tartaric  acid,  cream  of  tartar,  citric 
acid,  and  chest  and  lung  warmers.  All  were  genuine 
-except  the  magnesia,  which  proved  to  be  carbonate  of 
magnesia,  and  the  citric  acid,  which'  consisted  of  a  dilute 
solution'  of  acetic  acid. 

Owing  to  the  increase  in  the  work  in  the  public  analyst's 
department  of  the   South wark  Borough  Council,  it  is 


proposed  to  appoint  a  second  qualified  assistant  at  a 
commencing  salary  of  130/.  per  annum,  rising  by  annual 

'XTT^  '^r*0  U  WaS  -gg-tged  Vat  the 

.alary  of  the  public  analyst,  Mr.  C.  Dickenson,  B.Sc 
t.l.C,  should  be  increased  from  4001.  to  500?  a  year' 
by  annual  increments  of  251.,  but  the  Establishment  Com- 
mittee was  not  prepared  at  the  present  time  to  advise 
the  Council  to  reopen  the  question  of  the  salary  of  the 
public  analyst.    They  decided,  however,  to  increase  the 

'ioo7'yt.  isS/1'-  K  P-  fage'  F-\C-'  chief  assistant>  from 

Lou/,  to  loW.,  rising  by  annual  increments  of  101  to  a 
maximum  of  200/.  per  annum. 

Shops  Act. 

The  Home  Secretary  has  confirmed  the  closing  order 
tor  chemists  and  druggists  at  Southend-on-Sea  (O  d •  D 
November  16,  1912,  Col.  Supp.).  V  '  ' 

Walthamstow  U.D.C.  have  revoked  their  half-holiday 
order  tor  chemists  and  drug-vendors  in  consequence  of  the 
requirements  of  the  National  Insurance  Act. 

Owing  to'  lack  of  unanimity  among  Leeds  shopkeepers 
as  to  the  day  for  the  weekly  half-holiday,  the  local 
authorities  have  declined  to  make  an  order  for  chemists. 

The  Home  Office  has  issued  a  revised  edition  of  the 
official  memorandum  on  the  law  relating  to  shops  A 
section  has  been  added  dealing  with  the  new  provisions 
relating  to  refreshment  premises  under  the  Shops  Act, 
191.5,  and  explanations  have  been  added  on  one  or  two 
points  not  dealt  with  in  the  previous  edition  Copies 
ot  the  memorandum  (±d.  each)  can  be  obtained,  either 
directly  or  through  any  bookseller,  from  Messrs.  Wyman 
&  Sons  Ltd  Fetter  Lane,  London,  E.C.,  and  54  St.  Mary 
Street,  Cr.rdiff. 

Midland  Notes. 

;.  Among  lhe  successful  candidates  for  the  final  qualifica- 
tion of  the  English  Conjoint  Board  are  Mr.  Howard  James 
Bates,  son  of  Mr.  John  Bates,  chemist,  Deritend.  Birming- 
ham, and  Mr.  Henry  Wilks,  son  of  a  pharmacist  who  for 
many  years  had  a  pharmacy  in  Broad  Street,  Birmingham. 

The  optical  business  is  -a  very  important  industry,  for: 
the  number  of  shops  wh  eh  have  been  opened  within  the 
last  tew  years  has  grown  remarkably,  and  old-established 
businesses  are  extending  their  premises.  Messrs.  Lucking 
&  Co.,  Birmingham,  have  taken  the  next-door  shop  and 
are  making  it  into  one  large  place,-  and  Messrs.  Bailey 
&  Co.,  Bennett's  Hill,  have  also  two  shops  side  by  side. 

The  Mayor  of  Coventry  (Colonel  Wyiey,  V.D  F  C  S  ) 
announced  at  this  week's  meeting  of  the  City  Council  that 
with  a  view  to  preserving  the  historical  monument  of 
Coventry,  which,  he  regretted  to  say,  had  been  allowed  to 
pass  out  of  public  control,  he  had  purchased  Cook  Street 
gate  from  the  executors  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Astley.  He 
wished  to  present  this  gats  to  the  city  on  the  understanding 
that  it  is  kept  for  a  pub.ic  memorial  and  is  repaired  by 
the  city.  He  hoped  the  citizens  would  accept  that  gift. 
The  gift  was  gladly  accepted,  and  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks 
was  passed  to  his  Worship. 

Fires. 

A  fire  broke  out  about  midnight  on  April  25  at  the 
pharmacy  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Cockle,  chemist,  70  High  Street, 
King's  Lynn.  The  ground  floor  and  upper  rooms  were 
well  alight  when  the  fire  brigade  arrived,  but  the  flames 
were  extinguished  in  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  The 
damage  was  considerable. 

The  manufacturing  and  storage  premises  of  Boots 
Cash  Chemists,  Ltd.,  in  St.  Mary's  Place,  Newcastle, 
were  destroyed  by  fire  early  in  the  morning  of  April  26. 
The  damage  is  estimated  to  exceed  10,000/.  The  fire 
seems  to  have  broken  out  at  the  back  of  the  warehouse, 
and  the  fire  brigade  were  quickly  on  the  spot,  but  were 
unable  to  prevent  further  spreading  of  the  flames.  The 
building  burned  for  over  four  hours.  -The  stock  ware- 
housed there  had  been  largely  increased  during  the  last 
few  weeks,  as  many  of  the  Northern  branches  of  the 
company  were  supplied  therefrom.  The  cause  of  the  fire 
is  unknown. 

Contracts. 

Tenby  Town  Council. — Mr.  J.  B.  Francis,  chemist, 
Tenby,  for  the  supply  of  disinfectants. 
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Folkestone  Town  Council. — Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood, 
Ltd.,  for  carbolic  acid  at  Is.  6^.  per  gal ;  Sanitas  Co., 
Ltd.,  Sanitas  soldis  at  Is.  2d.  per  gal. 

Exeter  City  Council. — Holman,  Ham  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Evans, 
Gadd  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  and  Broom,  Raid  &  Harris  for  the 
supply  of  disinfectants.  Tenders  for  the  supply  of  drugs 
were  submitted,  but  consideration  has  been  deferred.  In 
the  meantime,  the  tenders  are  to  be  dissected  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Walthamstow  Urban  District  Council. — For  annual 
supplies  :  Bjownson,  Drew  &  Clydesdale,  Ltd.,  for  Vinolia 
soap  ;  F.  R.  Lyon,  for  spirit  of  salt  and  crude  Sanitas ; 
Everett's  Stores,  Ltd.,  for  Pears'  soap,  tooth-brushes, 
disinfectant-powder,  powdered  borax,  best  washing  scda, 
ammonia,  methylated  spirit,  neat's-foot  oil,  and  Scotch 
soda;  Sanitas  Co.,  Ltd.,  for  Sanitas,  special  crude 
Sanitas,  Slanitas  oil,  permanganate  of  potash  crystals, 
formalin  tablets,  formic  sulphugators,  and  formitas 
blocks;  Burt,  Boulton  &  Haywood,  Ltd.,  for  carbolated 
creosote ;  Adcocks  for  sulphur  cakes  or  candles  and  for- 
malin (40  per  cent,  formaldehyde)  ;  Pearson's  Antiseptic 
Co.,  Ltd.,  for  hycol  carbolic;  E.  Cook  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  for 
co-f  ectant  and  co-fectant  soaps ;  R.  F.  Coulston,  sulphate 
of  alumina. 

Prom  Various  Cowls. 

At  the  Denbighshire  Quarter  Sessions,  Samuel  Spilsby 
(34),  described  as  a  druggist,  was  sentenced  to  eighteen 
months'  hard  labour  for  stealing  a  bicycle. 

At  Middlesbrough  on  April  25,  Percy  Wilson,  alias 
James  Bennett  (30),  described  as  a  traveller,  of  21  Alma 
Street,  Stockton,  was  sent  to  prison  for  one  month's  hard 
labour  for  obtaining  a  sum  of  36s.  and  two  of  18s.  by 
means  of  false  pretences.  Prisoner  had  called  upon  three 
tradesmen,  including  Mr.  J.  G.  Dale,  chemist  and  druggist, 
Middlesbrough,  offering  the  sole  agency  within  a  mile 
radius  for  a  preparation  for  cleaning  gloves,  mackintoshes, 
■etc.  He  stated  that  he  represented  a  Sheffield  firm,  and 
gave  a  fictitious  address.  The  preparation  was  made  in 
Stockton,  and  consisted  of  ivy  soap  and  quillaia-chips.  It 
was  stated  the  profit  on  one  gross  of  tins  of  the  commodity, 
-which  cost  3s.  bd.,  would  be  520  per  cent. 

At  the  Central  Criminal  Court  on  April  24,  Thomas 
Stephen  Clay  (37)  and  James  Francis  Foster  (38),  ware- 
housemen, pleaded  guilty  to  having  stolen  a  quantity  of 
santonin,  the  property  of  their  employers,  May  &  Baker, 
Ltd.,  manufacturing  chemists,  of  Garden  Wharf,  Batter- 
sea,  London,  S.W.  Isidore  Zeifert  (37),  chemist,  in 
business  in  Coldharbour  Lane  and  Vassall  Road, 
Brixton,  pleaded  guilty  to  having  feloniously 
received  the  drug.  (C.  &  D.,  April  19,  index  folio  579.) 
Mr.  Robert  Wallace,  K.C.,  in  sentencing  Zeifert  to 
twenty-one  months'  hard  labour,  said  the  fact  that  he  is  a 
bachelor  of  medicine,  and  a  well-educated  and  skilled 
man,  was  an  aggravation  of  his  offence.  Sentence  on  the 
other  men  was  deferred. 

At  the  London  Sessions  on  April  28,  John  Whale,  a 
Kensington  dairyman,  appealed  against  a  fine  of  51.,  with 
costs  amounting  to  51.  5s.  (or  twenty-one  days'  imprison- 
ment), for  selling  a  pot  of  cream,  value  Is.,  contain- 
ing 22.309  grains  of  boron  trioxide.  The  case  was 
■heard  by  Mr.  Allan  Lawrie  and  other  Justices.  Mr. 
McCali,  K.C.,  who  supported  the  conviction,  said  the  Ken- 
sington Borough  Council  were  determined,  as  far  as  the 
law  -would  permit,  to  prevent  boron  trioxide  being  used  as 
a  preservative  in  such  a  food  as  cream,  as  it  was  particu- 
larly injurious  to  infants,  invalids,  etc.  Expert  evidence 
was  given  to  show  that  boron  trioxide  caused  harm.  Mr. 
Lawrie  interjected  during  the  hearing  that  the  Justices 
did  not  believe  all  they  heard,  even  from  eminent 
physicians.    (Laughter.)    The  hearing  was  adjourned. 

At  the  inquiry  held  at  Middlesbrough  into  the  death  of 
Mr.  Thomas  Watt  (37),  chief  clerk  at  the  Middlesbrough 
office  of  Lloyd's  Register  of  Shipping,  it  was  stated 
that  Mr.  Watt  sent  to  a  chemist's  shop  for  three  Seidlitz 
powders.  Shortly  after  the  messenger  returned  he  mixed 
one  of  the  powders  and  drank  it,  but  immediately  became 
ill.  Unconsciousness  supervened,  and  he  was  dead  before 
a  medical  man  arrived.  It  was  afterwards  found  that  the 
used  packet  bore  on  the  inside  the  words  "Votes  of 


Destruction"  pencilled  in  printed  characters.  The  same 
words  were  written  in  a  similar  way  on  the  outside  of 
one  of  the  other  packets.  On  the  Chief  Constable's  in- 
structions the  whole  of  the  Seidlitz  powders  in  stock  at 
the  shop  were  seized  and  examined,  but  there  was  no 
trace  of  writing  on  any  of  them — either  inside  or  out.  On 
subjecting  the  writing  to  microscopical  examination,  the 
pencil-marks  on  the  inside  of  the  packet  were  found  to 
be  fresh  and  bright,  without  any  adherent  crystals.  This 
the  police  consider  showed  that  the  words  were  inscribed 
after  the  packet  was  opened,  and  not  before.  The  con- 
tents of  the  stomach  are  being  analysed.  The  police  have 
ascertained  that  Mr.  Watt,  who  was  an  amateur  photo- 
grapher, had  purchased  certain  poisons,  including  cyanide 
of  potassium.    The  inquest  was  adjourned  until  May  7. 


IRISH  NEWS. 

When  sending  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  news  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Brevities. 

The  rebuilding  of  Mr.  R.  A.  Austin's  premises  on  The 
Strand,  Londonderry,  has  been  commenced. 

Messrs.  Hugh  Marshall  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  York  Road,  Belfast, 
have  been  appointed  wholesale  agents  for  Ireland  for  the 
sale  of  "  St.  Winef ride's  Soap." 

A  concert  is  to  be  held  in  the  Abbey  Theatre,  Dublin, 
in  aid  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  the  late  Mr.  M. 
Fitzpatrick,  Ph.C,  dispeneer  to  the  South  Dublin  Union. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians  on 
April  29,  Mr.  John  McConnell  moved  that  Mr.  J.  D. 
Hamilton,  dispenser  at  the  Templemore  Avenue  Dispen- 
sary, be  granted  IK.  as  additional  remuneration  for  extra 
services  during  the  past  six  months.  On  a  show  of  hands 
the  motion  was  defeated  by  11  votes  to  7. 

The  Local  Government  Board  inspector  has  informed 
the  Lurgan  Guardians  that  the  practice  of  drugging  chil- 
dren with  laudanum  is  in  vogue  in  the  district,  and 
children  under  the  influence  of  the  drug  are  sometimes 
brought  to  the  Union.  The  relieving  officers  were  in- 
structed to  look  out  for  these  cases  and  inform  the  Board, 
so  that  the  persons  responsible  can  be  prosecuted. 

Complaint  was  made  at  the  Belfast  Board  of  Guardians 
last  week  that  the  National  Insurance  Act  is  causing  great 
increase  of  work  at  the  city  dispensaries,  and  the  Chap- 
man said  there  was  no  doubt  but  that  a  lot  of  the  friendly 
societies  who  had  provided  doctors  for  their  members  were 
having  the  work  done  by  the  dispensary  doctors.  It  was 
decided  to,  ask  the  dispensary  doctors  to  make  a  return  at 
the  end  of  June,  showing  the  increases  in  numbers  of 
patients  as  compared  with  the  corresponding  period  of  last 
year. 

At  Londonderry  Petty  Sessions  on  April  28,  a  man 
named  Boyle  was  charged  with  maliciously  breaking  a 
glass  case  in  the  shop  of  Messrs.  McCaul  &  Co.,  druggists, 
Ferryquay  Street.  Mr.  Wm.  J.  O'Donnell,  an  assistant, 
stated  that  on  Saturday  Boyle  came  into  the  establishment 
under  the  influence  of  drink  and  asked  for  some  methyl- 
ated spirit,  but  he  refused  to  serve  him.  Defendant,  on 
going  out,  threw  a  bottle  into  the  shop  and  smashed  a  glass 
case  valued  at  3s.  Defendant  was  sentenced  to  a  month's 
imprisonment. 

Personal. 

Mr.  George  Wilson,  Ph.C,  has  passed  the  Final  examina- 
tion of  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in 
Ireland. 

Sir  Wm.  J.  Baxter,  D.L.,  Ph.C,  Coleraine,  has  been 
re-elected  a  trustee  of  the  Coleraine  Agricultural  and 
Industrial  Association. 

Mr.  I.  R.  Mackey,  Ph.C,  21  Florence  Road,  Bray, 
is  about  to  remove  to  larger  and  more  central  premises 
in  Quinsborough  Road. 

Mr.  C.  J.  Still,  demonstrator  in  the  Chemistry  Depart- 
ment of  the  Belfast  Municipal  Technical  Institute,  has 
been  promoted  to  the  position  of  lecturer. 
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Mr.  J.  E.  Connor,  J. P..  Ph.C,  has  been  appointed  a 
member  of  the  Warrenpoint  Committee  of  Reception  to 
receive  the  Lord  Lieutenant  and  Lady  Aberdeen  when  they 
visit  the  town  on  Whit  Monday  to  inaugurate  the  new 
water-supply. 

Mr.  Charles  McMullen,  F.I.C.,  Belfast,  has  applied  for 
an  increase  of  remuneration  as  analyst  to  the  Newry 
Union.  Last  year  he  states  he  received  109  .samples  of 
drugs  alone,  and  he  should  be  paid  at  least  20/.  a  year 
for  that  work,  and  a  fair  remuneration  would,  he  thought, 
be  251.  for  all  the  work  he  had  dons.  It  was  unani- 
mously agreed  to  increase  his  salary  from  151.  to  20.7. 
Guardians  and  Drug  Supply. 

The  Local  Government  Board  refuse  to  sanction  the 
award  to  Mr.  Boyers  of  the  drug  contract  for  the  Sligo 
Union,  but  the  Guardians  persist  that  convenience  should 
outweigh  the  higher  cost.  The  Corofin  Guardians  are  in 
a  similar  fix,  and  have  resolved  to  re-advertise  for  drug 
tenders. 

Dr.  A.  S.  McSwiney,  the  newly  appointed  medical 
officer  of  Swords,  co.  Dublin,  recently  sent  in  a  request 
for  drugs  amounting  to  271.,  and  in  reference  to  this  the 
Local  Government  Board  have  written  to  the  Balrothery 
Guardians  asking  for  a  duplicate  copy  of  the  requisition. 
The  Clerk  said  Dr.  McSwiney  had  cleared  out  all  the 
stuff  there  as  being  antiquated,  and  when  -he  sent  in  the 
requisition  for  this  large  sum  the  Local  Government 
Board  sent  down  an  inspector  to  Swords  about  it. 


SCOTTISH  NEWS. 

When  sending:  newspapers  to  the  Editor  please  mark  the  items 
of  newj  to  which  you  desire  to  call  his  attention. 


Edinburgh. 

Dr.  Senter  has  disposed  of  his  chemists'  businesses  to 
Mr.  Archibald  Richmond,  chemist  and  druggist. 

One  reduction  apparently  deserves  another!  "How  to 
cut  the  Drug  Bill.  Reduced  to  Is.,"  is  the  offer  mad©  by 
a  city  bookseller. 

Mr.  Stevenson  J.  C.  G.  Macadam,  LLC,  F.C.S., 
55  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  has  been  appointed  interim 
public  analyst  for  Midlothian. 

A  plebiscite  of  all  local  shopkeepers  is  to  be  taken  shortly, 
so  that  a  general  half-holiday  may  be  fixed  for  the  city. 
After  a  year's--,, experience  the  majority  of  chemists  seem 
agreed  that  Wednesday  is  an  ideal  day. 

It  is  currently  reported  that  a  retired  pharmacist  is 
checking  local  chemists'  accounts  for  Insurance  dispensing. 
A  whisper  is  also "  heard  that  the  Leith  Commissioners 
may  appoint  a  gentleman,  well  known  in  the  drug-trade, 
to  fill  a  similar  position. 

Glasgow  and  the  West. 

Mr.  Alfred  Stephenson,  Scottish  representative  for 
Messrs.  Blake  &  Mackenzie,  Ltd.,  has  removed  to  1  Battle- 
field Crescent,  Langside,  Glasgow. 

The  weekly  half-holiday  continues  to  afford  much 
pleasurable  recreation  to  chemists,  many  of  whom  may 
be  seen  on  Tuesday  afternoons  on  "golf-courses  and 
bowling-greens. 

. Tne  Glasgow  and  West  of  Scotland  Chemists'  Associa-- 
tion  has  just  closed  a  very  successful  session.  The 
Association  continues  to  increase  its  membership,  which 
now  totals  several  hundreds.  This,  naturally,  has 
created  a  feeling  of  strength,  unity,  and  sociability  un- 
equalled in  any  part  of  the  British  pharmaceutical  world, 
remarks  our  correspondent. 

The  balance-sheet  issued  by  the  St.  George's  Co- 
operative Society  for  the  quarter  ended  March- 5  gives  the 
following  drug.-department  statement  : 

Stock  last  quarter,  635/.  lis.  5£<Z. ;  goods  added, 
594/.  3s.  3iiZ. ;  expenses,  109/.  16s.  lid. ;  due  last  quarter, 
21.  6.s.  ;  profit,  84/.  10s.  9£tf. ;  stock  this  quarter,  446/.  5s.  8d.  ; 
total,  1,426/.  8s.  5£d.  The  share  cap.lal  of  the  Society 
is  now  36,755/.  8s.  Id..,  and  the  capital  deposited 
143,558/.  16s.  10d.,  with  a  reserve  fund  of  16,305/.  The 
dividend  payable  this  quarter  is  2s.  per  1/. 


FRENCH  NEWS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Paris  Correspondent) 

A  Charge  of  Parricide. — A  correspondent  reports  from 
Lyons  the  trial  of  a  pharmacy  student,  Louis  Broutier  by- 
name, on  a  charge  of  parricide.  'Ihe  accused  shot  and 
killed  his  father  after  a  violent  discussion,  and  also 
wounded  his  mother.  The  latter  appeared  as  a  witness 
at  the  trial,  and  gave  evidence  to  the  effect  that  her  de- 
ceased husband  had  shown- a  very  hostile  attitude  to  their 
son,  which  had  caused  irritation,  and  finally  led  to  the 
tragedy.  The  accused  has  been  sentenced  to  five  years' 
imprisonment.  There  was  a  scene  of  protest  in  court,, 
public  opinion  being  in  favour  of  Broutier. 

Opium  and  Cocaine. — There  has  been  an  additional: 
development  during  the  past  ten  days  regarding  the  cam- 
paign against  the  use  of  opium,  morphine,  and  cocaine  in 
France.  One  of  the  leading  newspapers  has  published  a 
serious  indictment  against  the  use  of  opium  in  the  French 
Navy,  and  the  Port  of  Toulon  has  been  cited  as  a  plague- 
spot  of  the  opium  habit  with  163  dens.  A  Deputy,  M. 
Leboucq,  has  brought  before  the  French  Parliament  the- 
text  of  a  new  law  making  the  conditions  for  prescribing 
and  the  sale  of  opium,  morphine,  and  cocaine  much  more- 
rigid,  with  severe  penalties  in  the  form  of  fines  and 
imprisonment  in  cases  of  infringement  of  the  law. 

Complexion  Specialities. — One  of  the  "stars"  of 
beauty  of  the  present  Parisian  stage  who  confessed  that 
her  recipe  against  wrinkles  was  raw  meat  on  the  cheeks; 
nightly,  had,  M.  Edmond  Cleray  suggests,  read  the 
"Secrets  of  d'Emery,"  published  in  1709.  Albertu© 
Magnus  recommended  the  spleen  of  a  hare,  cock,  hen, 
and  eel  steeped  in  honey.  Emery  has  also  handed  down? 
to  us  the  recipe  for  the  well-known  toilet-water  invented 
by  Isabella,  Queen  of  Hungary.  This  lotion,  which  "  re- 
news strength,  fortifies  the  mind,  cleans  the  marrows, 
and  restores  sight,"  was  revealed  to  her  by  a  monk;  and, 
although  the  illustrious  lady  was  seventy-two  when  she- 
jotted  it  down  in  her  Prayer-book  (still  existing  at  Buda- 
Pesth  in  Emery's  day),  it  so  restored  her  natural  graces 
that  the  King  of  Poland  sought  her  in  marriage,  "  which 
I  refused,"  she  adds,  "  for  the  love  of  Christ,  believing- 
the  receipt  to  have  been  given  me  by  an  angel."  The- 
angelic  formula  is  quadruply  distilled  rosemary  spirit. 


CANADIAN  NEWS, 

(From  the  "C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 

"  The  Canadian  Druggist,"  Toronto,  publishes  its. 
twenty-fifth  anniversary  number,  which  contains  special 
articles  dealing  with  pharmacy  in  Canada  during  the 
past  twenty-five  years.  The  journal  was  founded  by 
Mr.  W.  J.  Dyas,  an  Irishman,  born  in  1849.  who  is 
still  the  editor.  At  first  it  was  published  at  Strathroy, 
but  in  1897  the  business  was  moved  to  Toronto. 

Inland  Revenue  Bulletins. — Among  the  bulletins 
recently  issued  by  the  Laboratory  of  the  Inland  Revenue- 
Department  are  the  following  :  No.  232,  Coca-cola  syrup. 
Sixty-eight  samples  were  examined,  but  no  cocaine  was 
found  in  any  of  them.  Caffeine  was  present  in  amounts 
varying  from  0.15  to  0.72  gr.  per  oz.  The  coca-cola  as 
supplied  at  fountains  is  therefore  well  within  the  limits 
of  safety.  No.  234,  Sweet  spirit  of  nitre.  Seventy-four 
samples  were  purchased,  and  43  per  cent,  were  classed  as 
"adulterated  " — i.e.,  deficient  in  ethyl  nitrite,  which  was- 
absent  from  five  samples.  No.  235  deals  with  vinegar,  and 
is  designed  to  show',  what  vinegar  is,  as  sold  in  Canada,  and 
to  furnish  material  for  establishing  standards.  No.  236, 
Ground  ginger.  The  cold-water  extractive  should,  the 
Chief  Analyst  says,  be  about  16  per  cent.,  and  sixteen  of  the 
151  samples  examined  contained  less  than  14  per  cent.,  and 
eight  less  than-12.  per  cent.  Six  samples  contained  foreign 
starch.  No.  240  refers  to  the  examination  of  150  samples 
of  baking-powder,  for  which  no  legal  minimum  of  strength 
has  been  prescribed,  but- which  the  report  states  is  neces- 
sary, owing  to  the  varying  strength  of  the  articles  offered 
for  sale.  No.  248  deals  with  black  pepper,  and  reports 
that  out  of  280  samples  17  per  cent,  were  adulterated  anJ 
4  per  cent,  were  doubtful. 
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COLONIAL  AND  FOREIGN  NEWS. 


Vienna  Pharmaceutical  Exhibition. — The  third  Inter- 
national Pharmaceutical  Exhibition  is  to  be  held  in 
Vienna  from  September  6  to  28.  The  following  sections 
will  be  represented  :  Medicinal  preparations  and 
remedies,  chemists'  shop-fittings,  bandages,  surgery,  care 
of  the  sick,  medicinal  springs,  scientific  aids,  pharma- 
ceutical literature  and  history.  Herr  F.  Minarik, 
31  Spitalgasse,  Vienna,  is  the  Secretary. 

Pharmacy  in  Newfoundland. — Pharmaceutical  matters 
are  progressing  in  this  the  oldest  Colony  of  the  British 
Empire,  since  the  institution  of  the  Newfoundland  Phar- 
maceutical Society  and  the  Newfoundland  Pharmacy 
Board.  Since  January  the  Society  has  held  monthly 
meetings,  at  which  several  very  good  papers  have  been 
■contributed,  and  it  is  notable  that  the  juniors  are  taking 
an  increasing  interest  in  the  proceedings.  Several  of  them 
are  associating  for  mutual  improvement,  especially  with 
the  object  of  preparing  for  the  Qualifying  examination. 
Already  two  have  presented  themselves  and  passed,  having 
done  a  very  creditable  examination. 

The  Use  of  Quinine  in  Malaria. — The  annual  report 
of  the  Medical  Department  of  Jamaica  for  1911-12  states 
that  quinine  is  now  being  sold  in  ^d.  packets  by  the  post 
office,  the  police,  and  the  parochial  boards,  while 
"doses"  are  distributed  free  in  the  schools  through  the 
-agency  of  the  Malaria  Commission.  The  quantities 
disposed  of  last  year  irr  these  and  other  ways  were  as 
follows  :  Police,  for  own  consumption,  41,650  doses  of 
five  grains  each ;  police,  for  sale,  6,000  tablets  of  fivTi2 
grains  each  ;  Malaria  Commission,  110,600  doses  of  five 
grains  each,  219,302  tablets  of  three  grains  each,  10.500 
tablets  of  two  grains  each ;  post-office,  221,000  packets 
■containing  five  grains  each,  9,000  tablets  of  three  grain's 
•each,  8,000  two-grain  tablets  and  9,000  one-grain  tablets ; 
■estates  employing .  indentured  immigrants,  232,750  five- 
grain  doses  ;  parochial  boards,  14  lb.  of  quinine  (loose) 
and  2  lb.  4  oz.  in  tablets  of  five  grains  each. — The  Fede- 
rated Malay  States  medical  report  for  1911  states  that 
•quinine  was  distributed  in  all  the  States  during  the  year, 
297,500  doses  having  been  provided  in  Perak.  Dr.  Fox, 
the  author  of  the  report,  questions  the  policy  of  free  distri- 
butions, and  suggests  that  the  natives  would  appreciate 
the  drug  more  if  they  had  to  pay  a  little  for  it.  The  use 
of  quinine  as  a  preventive  of  malaria  is  said  to  be  in- 
creasing in  South  China. 


SOUTH  AFRICAN  NEWS. 

(From  "C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 
The  Chemist  and  Druggist "  is  regularly  supplied  by  order 
to  all  the  members  of  the  seven  Societies  and  Associations  of 
Chemists  in  British  South  Africa,  as  well  as  to  other  chemists 
in  business  there. 


Cape  Province. 

Veronal.- — At  a  meeting  of  the  Cape  Medical  Council 
on  April  1,  a  letter  was  read  from  the  Pharmacy  Board 
regarding  the  question  of  controlling  the  sale  of  veronal, 
and  stated  that  the  sale  of  veronal  was  greatly  increasing. 
Several  members  of  the  Medical  Council  expressed  the 
opinion  that  veronal  should  be  classed  as  a  poison.  The 
Council  finally  agreed  to  send  representatives  to  confer 
with  the  Board  with  a  view  to  controlling  the  sale  of  the 
hypnotic. 

Unqualified  Practice. — At  the  Paaii  Police  Court  on 
April  2,  a  preliminary  inquiry  was  held  into  the  allega- 
tion against  George  Henry  Raymond,  herbalist,  of  having 
practised  as  a  doctor.  A  ipolice-trap  was  laid,  two 
coloured  persons  being  given  marked  money  to  pay  for 
medicines.  These  two  witnesses  alleged  that  Raymond 
told  them  that  the  herbs  and  liquid  he  gave  them  were 
worth  5-s.  He,  however,  accepted  2s.  from  each  and 
returned  6<7.  to  one  of  them.  Several  witnesses  were 
called  by  the  accused,  and  stated  that  they  had  taken 


medicine  from  him,  but  were  never  charged  for  it,  and 
they  had  voluntarily  given  him  remuneration.  Slips  of 
paper  signed  by  patients  and  purporting  to  state  that 
no  charge  was  made  for  treatment  were  handed  in.  At 
the  close  of  the  inquiry  the  accused  was  charged  and 
released  on  bail  of  25/. 

Transvaal. 

Pretoria  Chemists  are  to  make  a  strong  effort  to  get 
one  of  their  number  elected  by  the  Government  on  the 
Pharmacy  Board.  Mr.  Tibbett  is  mentioned  in  this  con- 
nection. 

Mr.  J.  Hbymann  has  sold  his  business  to  Mr.  J.  P. 
Jones,  who  has  been  carrying  on  business  on  the  outskirts 
of  Bezuidenhout  Valley.  Mr.  Heymann  has  joined  the 
Transvaal  Drug  Co.,  a  wholesale  firm  who  are  going  ahead. 

Mr.  D.  L.  Behrman  is  opening  another  pharmacy  in  the 
Anglo-Austrian  Buildings,  Joubert  Street,  Johannesburg. 
This  is  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Messrs.  Lennon's  and  Mr. 
Turner's.  It  is  Mr.  Behrman's  intention  to  carry  on  a 
high-class  prescription  business. 

Cutting  of  Retail  Prices  goes  on  as  merrily  as  ever  in 
Johannesburg,  and  there  seems  not  the  slightest  possi- 
bility of  agreement  among  individual  retailers  as  to 
stopping  the  quite  unnecessary  sacrifices  that  they  are 
making  to  a  not  unwilling  public. 

Mr.  Dinwoodie's  New  Pharmacy. — A  fine  new 
"  Cash  Drug  Stores,"  at  the  corner  of  Eloff  and  Plein 
Streets,  Johannesburg,  is  the  latest  bold  business  de- 
velopment of  Mr.  J.  H.  Dinwoodie,  F.C.S.  There  are 
five  large  plate-glass  windows,  which  it  is  proposed  to 
dress  weekly,  these  having  a  frontage  of  28  ft.  in  Plein 
Street  and  25  ft.  in  Eloff  Street.  For  lighting  these, 
powerful  lamps,  of  some  2,500  candle-power,  will  be  used. 
The  arrangements  inside  the  pharmacy  are  admirable,  the 
dispensing  department  being  a  model  of  compactness. 
There  is  a  duplicate  of  this  on  the  next  floor  for  coping 
with  rush  orders.  The  heating  is  by  electricity.  The 
management  has  been  entrusted  to  Mr.  J.  T.  Thirde, 
chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Cockburns,  Ltd.,  Glasgow. 
The  fittings  are  in  mahogany,  and  were  supplied  by 
Messrs.  Philip  Josephs  &  Sons,  London. 


Transvaal  Pharmacy  Board. 

The  report  of  the  Board  for  1912  states  that  one  phar- 
maceutical chemist  of  Ireland  and  thirteen  chemists  and 
druggists  of  Great  Britain  were  registered  during  the  year 
without  examination.  Of  four  candidates  examined  in  May 
and  November,  two  passed.  Dealing  with  reciprocity  with 
Great  Britain,  the  report  says :  Until  1909  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  of  Great  Britain  had  no  power  to  accept 
for  registration  in  Great  Britain  any  qualification  other 
than  that  granted  by  the  Society  itself.  Under  the  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Act  cf  1908,  which  came  into  effect  in  April 
1909,  power  was  given  to  the  Society  to  admit  Colonial  and 
other  qualifications  in  accordance  with  regulations  to  be 
framed  under  the  Act.  Early  in  the  year  under  review  a 
copy  of  the  draft  regulations  was  furnished  to  this  Board 
for  an  expression  cf  its  views  thereon.  While  the  Board 
was  itself  in  agreement  in  regard  to  the  main  principles 
proposed  as  a  basis  for  the  recognition  of  Colonial  diplomas, 
it  was  unable  to  approve  of  the  whole  of  the  conditions 
which  the  Society  desired  to  imposed  upon  candidates  apply- 
ing for  registration  in  Great  Britain  on  recognised  Colonial 
diplomas.  A  memorandum  was  accordingly  drawn  up  set- 
ting forth  the  Board's  views  and  objections,  and  submitted 
to  the  Society  through  the  Department  of  the  Interior,  but 
so  far  no  reply  has  been  received  to  these  representations. 
The  Board  also  regret  that  the  draft  law  to  consolidate  the 
pharmacy  laws  of  the  South  African  Provinces  has  not  yet 
materialised,  but  conclude  that  it.  will  be  introduced  this 
Session.  Attention  is  called  to  the  warnings  that  have  been 
issued  regarding  the  sale  of  arsenical  fly-papers  and  the 
conduct  of  pharmacies  by  unqualified  persons.  It  is  felt 
that  the  practices  conducted  in  such  establishments  under 
cover  of  the  description  "Pharmacy"  are  detrimental  to 
the  public  generally,  as  well  as  being  derogatory  to  the 
practice  of  pharmacy,  and  it-  Is  urged  that  provision  be  made 
in  future  legislation  for  dealing  effectually  with  such  cases. 


Gum-chicle  Imports  for  American  chewing-gum  factories 
have  grown  steadily  vear  by  year,  from  million  lb.  in 
1902  to  9§  million  lb.  in  1912." 
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INDIA  AND  THE  EAST. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondents.) 


Mysore  Sandalwood. — In  the  course  of  the  progress 
report  of  forest  administration  in  the  Mysore  State  for  the 
twelve  months  ended  June  30,  1911,  it  is  stated  that  no 
light  has  yet  been  thrown  on  the  origin,  cause,  and  mode 
of  dissemination  of  spike  disease  among  sandal-trees.  Its 
ravages  are  confined  to  already  affected  areas,  and  notwith- 
standing the  drastic  remedial  measures  adopted  during  the 
past  nine  years,  it  shows  no  signs  of  abatement.  The 
affected  parts  cover  nearly  the  whole  of  the  sandal  tract 
in  the  Mysore  district,  the  south-west  corner  of  the  Hassan 
district,  and  the  Basavanbetta  forest  in  the  Bangalore  dis- 
trict; in  the  first  two  70,690  diseased  plants  were  uprooted. 
The  Conservator  makes  the  significant  statement  that 
"there  has  also  been  no  demand  yet  from  China,  from 
which  a  groat  deal  was  expected  by  the  agent,  for  our 
sandalwood.  It  is  feared  that  this  market  must  be 
regarded  as  already  closed  to-usi"  The  total  quantity  of 
sandalwood  sold  during  the  year :  was  2,468  tons  18  cwt., 
yielding  a  revenue  of  Rs.  11,46,321,  exclusive  of  338  tons. 

Indian  Drugs. — Mr.  David  Hooper,  F.I.C.,  in  his 
report  to  the.  Board  of  Scientific  Advice,  reviews  the 
chemiical  work  done  during  the  year,  undertaken  apart  from 
that  of  the  Agricultural  and  Forest  Departments  of  India. 
Under  drugs  he  states  that  three  samples  of  Podophyllum 
Emodi  were .  received  from  the  Forest  Economist  for 
analysis  with  a  view  to  ascertaining  the  best  season  for 
collecting  the  herb.  The  samples  were  gathered  irr  May, 
September,  and  November  1910,  and  it  was  found  that 
the  younger  the  rhizome  the  greater  the  proportion  of  resin 
it  contains,  being  14  per  cent.,  8  per  cent.,  and  7  per 
cent,  respectively.  On  the  other  hand,  the  percentage  of 
podophyllotoxin  (and  accordingly  the  medicinal  activity  of 
the  drug)  increases  with  age.  Thus  the  resin  from  rhizome 
collected  in  May  contained  35.34  per  cent.,  in  September 
37.07  per  cent.,  and  in  November  49.77  per  cent.  The 
conclusion  arrived  at  is  that  the  rhizome  should  be  col- 
lected in  May  about  the  time  when  the  plant  is  in  flower, 
and  not,  as  has  been  suggested,  in  autumn.  Five  speci- 
mens of  sandalwood  from  the  Kodur  plantations,  grown 
at  an  elevation  of  only  800  feet,  contained  4  to  6  per  cent, 
of  oil,  thus  indicating  that,  contrary  to  the  usual  supposi- 
tion, sandalwood  grown  at  low  elevations  is  rich  in  oil. 
In  accordance  with  a  suggestion  in  an  editorial  note  in  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  it  is  proposed  during  the  next 
triennial  programme  to  investigate  more  definitely  the 
effect  of  soil  and  elevation  on  the  yield  of  sandalwood  oil 
from  the  wood  by  examining  at  least  one  hundred  speci- 
mens from  different  localities. 


JAPANESE  JOTTINGS. 

(From  the  "  C.  &  D."  Correspondent.) 


During  1911  "  patent "  medicine  stamps  valued  at 
2,124,453  yen  were  applied  to  73.076  descriptions  of 
Japanese  medicines ;  the  prefectures  of  Osaka  and  Toyama 
were  the  largest  consumers. 

According  to  an  official  report  the  number  of  pharma- 
cists in  Japan  in  December  1912  was  5,463,  of  medical 
men  there  were  39,657,  and  of  dentists  1,456.  The  num- 
ber of  medical  practitioners  is  rapidly  increasing. 

The  Japan  Acetic  Acid  Co.,  of  Osaka,  are  constructing 
new  works  in  which  they  intend  to  manufacture  formalin. — 
The  Japan  Chemical  Industry  Co.,  Ltd.,  of  Tokyo,  have 
increased  their  capital  to  1,350.000  yen  in  order  to  provide 
for  extensions. 

Trade-marks  consisting  of  letters  of  the  alphabet  or 
numerals  within  ordinary  squares,  circles,  etc.,  will  not 
as  a  general  rule  be  registered  in  Japan.  In  the  past 
there  have  been  many  cases  of  the  registration  of  letters 
and  numerals. 

A  Bronze  Statue  of  the  late  Professor  Shimoyama, 
founder  of  the  Tokyo  School  of  Pharmacy,  is  to  be  erected 
near  the  pharmacy  lecture  hall  of  the  Tokyo  Medical 


University  ;  a  large  number  of  Japanese  pharmacists  are 
contributing  to  the  fund. 

Personal. — Dr.  H.  Otsuki,  who  has  been  studying 
pharmacy  in  Germany,  has  left  for  Japan  by  the  Siberian 
Railway.  Dr.  H.  Kimura  also  returned  from  Europe  in 
April.  Dr.  J.  Takamine  arrived  at  Yokohama  from  San 
Francisco  on  March  18. 

Alcohol. — The  price  of  alcohol  has  considerably  ad- 
vanced in  Japan,  being  in  great  demand  for  celluloid 
making.  In  fact,  the  price  is  about  double  compared  with 
that  of  a  -  year  ago,  and  is  the  highest  since  the  Russo- 
Japanese  war,  when  the  importation  was  contraband. 
1  The  Laboratory  of  the  Imperial  household  has  just 
been  completed.  The  main  building,  which  is  located  in 
the  palace  grounds,  is  of  brick,  and  in  Renaissance  style. 
The  many  rooms  comprise  chemical,  analytical,  micro- 
scopical, and  bacteriological  laboratories,  dining-rooms, 
and  various  offices.  With  the  exception  of  food  and  drink, 
everything  to  be  presented  to  the  Emperor  is  disinfected  in 
the  laboratory. 

The  Marumiya  Co.,  of  Tokyo,  an  eminent  firm  of  soap 
and  toilet  specialists,  have  recently  began  the  manufacture 
of  compressed  tablets  for  colds,  indigestion,  worm-cure, 
etc.,  the  packages  of  which  openly  state  the  ingredients. 
This  new  idea,  however,  has  brought  the  company  into 
conflict  with  other  Japanese  medicine-makers,  and  an 
effort  is  being  made  to  boycott  their  wares.  A  meeting  of 
protest  was  recently  held  at  Tokyo. 

Millionaire  Medicine  Men. — There  are  eight  pharma- 
cists or  druggists  millionaires  in  Osaka,  their  names  being, 
as  follows  :  Mr.  B.  Oi,  member  of  the  House  of  Peers, 
Mr.  G.  Tabe,  and  Mr.  G.  Shiomo,  all  druggists;  Mr. 
J.  Okajima,  Mr.  S.  Tani,  member  of  the  House  of  Peers, 
and  Mr.  S.  Ikai,  all  patent-medicine  proprietors ;  Mr.  H. 
Muri,  proprietor  of  the  Tainpei  Drug  Co.,  and  Mr.  H. 
Morishita,  proprietor  of  the  famous  "Jintan,"  out  of 
which  he  made  his  fortune.  •  It  is  about  ten  years  since 
he  went  to  Osaka  with  an  empty  purse.  [We  presume 
the  above  gentlemen  are  millionaires  "in  yen."] 


OUR  AMERICAN  LETTER. 

(Special  Correspondence  to  the  "C.  &  D.") 


Labelling  Vinegar.  — Food  Inspection  Decision  140 
defines  vinegars  of  various  kinds,  the  acid  strength  of  which 
must  be  not  less  than  4  per  cent,  of  acetic  acid. 

Greening'  of  Foods  wltb  Copper.—  On  and  after 
May  1,  1913,  foods  greened  with  copper  salts  shipped  in 
interstate  commerce  will  be  regarded  as  adulterated.  This 
regulation  is  already  in  force  against  foods  offered  for  entry 
into  the  United  States. 

Frledmann's  Vaccine.—  It  is  announced  that  Dr.  Fried- 
mann  has  sold  the  American  rights  in  his  anti-tuberculosis 
vaccine  for  385,000/.,  of  which  all  but  25,OO0Z.  is  stock  in  the 
thirty-six  Friedmann  institutes  which  are  being  organised 
throughout  the  United  States  with  a  total  capital  of  a 
million  sterling.  The  turtle  cultures  are  to  be  offered  for 
sale  immediately,  without  waiting  for  the  report  of  the 
United  States  Public  Health  Department. 

Insecticides.— The  Insecticide  Act  of  1910  has  resulted  in 
the  prosecution  of  several  insecticide-makers.  Zenoleum 
has  been  held  to  be  misbranded  because  analysis  showed 
it  to  be  practically  inert  and  the  names  and  quantities 
of  the  ingredients  with  insecticidal  properties  were  not 
stated  on  the  label.  Cases  of  misbranding  of  Paris 
green  and  lead  arsenate  have  also  been  before  the  Court, 
the  insecticides  being  below  standard  or  below  the  weight 
stated  on  the  label.  "  Shoo-fly,  the  Animal's  Friend,"  mis- 
branded  because,  although  labelled  "  Price  .  .  .  $1.00  per 
gallon,"  the  tin  contained  less  than  1  gal.  Prosecutions  have 
also  been  taken  against  the  "  Instant  Louse-killer,"" 
"  To-bak-ine  liquid  poison,"  "  Thompson's  rose  nicotine," 
"  Dr.  Legear's  dip  and  disinfectant,"  "  Krysol  comp.," 
"  Pheno-chloro,"  "  Lion  brand  Bordeaux  mixture,"  "  Lee's 
insect-destroyer,"  and  "  Phenol  sodique." 

Immunity  from  Diphtheria. — At  the  Congress  of  Internal 
Medicine  at  Wiesbaden  on  April  18,  it  was  announced  that 
Professor  Emil  Bchring  has  discovered  a  method  of  pro- 
ducing prolonged  immunity  from  diphtheria  by  injection  of 
a  s?rum  consisting  of  a  mixture  of  diphtheria  toxin  and. 
antitoxin. 
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LEGAL  REPORTS. 


High  Court  Cases. 

Be  Kite  v.  Cole  and  Others. 
Corrections  and  Apology  to  Mr.  E.  A.  Kite. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Arthur  F.  B.  Welch,  solicitor, 
25  Dover  Street,  London,  W.,  acting  on  behalf  of  Mr. 
Ernest  Acton  Kite,  the  plaintiff  in  the  action  Kite  v.  Cole 
and  Others,  reported  in  our  issue  of  April  26,  index 
folio  619,  for  calling  our  attention  to  an  unfortunate 
■omission  in  our  report  of  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Justice 
Horridge  in  summing  up  the  case  to  the  jury.  His 
Lordship  is  reported  to  have  said,  "  There  was  ground 
for  supposing  that  Mr.  Kite  had  acted  improperly." 
This  was  as  given  in  the  manuscript  report,  ,  and  on 
learning  from  Mr.  Welch  that  it  was  the  exact  opposite 
of  anything  that  his  Lordship  said,  we  immediately  com- 
municated with  our  reporters  and  they  corroborate  Mr. 
Welch's  statement,  remarking  that  one  of  their  staff 
most  unfortunately  omitted  the  word  "  NO  "  before  the 
word  "  ground."  They  offer  their  sincere  apologies,  and 
we  associate  ourselves  entirely  with  them  in  expressing 
regret  that  the  omission  of  the  word  "  NO  "  should  have 
caused  any  reflection  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Kite  in 
his  professional  capacity. 


We  note  also  in  connection  with  the  report  that  the 
five  defendants  in  the  action  were  sued  in  their  personal 
capacity,  and  not  as  directors  of  Medical  Enterprise, 
Ltd.  Those  of  the  defendants  who  had  been  directors  of 
the  company  ceased  to  act  ire  that  capacity  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  January  of  this  year,  when  the  whole  of  the 
administrative  and  managerial  arrangements  of  the  com- 
pany were  reorganised,  with  Mr.  F.  W.  Rackham  as 
managing  director.  He  replaced  Dr.  Cole,  while  Mr. 
H.  W.  Bolton  replaced  Mr.  G.  W.  B.  Palmer,  and  it  was 
erroneous  to  say  that  the  latter  is  now  a  director  and 
manager  of  the  drug  departments  of  Medical  Enterprise, 
Ltd.  After  Mr.  Justice  Horridge  had  put  the  four  ques- 
tions to  the  jury,  his  Lordship  pointed  out  that  the  direc- 
tors of  the  company  found  about  800Z.  in  order  to  allow 
them  to  go  to  allotment,  which  fact  may  be  regarded  as 
indicating  the  confidence  of  the  directors  in  the  pur- 
poses of  the  company,  whose  headquarters  are  at 
'25  Palace  Chambers,  Bridge  Street,  Westminster, 
London,  S.W. 

Pharmacy  Acts. 

Kay's  Essence  of  Linseed. 
At  Salford  County  Court  on  April  17,  Registrar  Addie 
ordered  Thomas  N.  Clarke,  144  Liverpool  Road,  Cadis- 
head,  to  pay  the  fine  of  51.  and  costs  for  selling  Kay's 
Compound  Essence  of  Linseed,  containing  poison.  De- 
fendant did  not  deny  the  sale,  but  said  the  business  now 
belongs  to  a  limited  company. 

Belladonna  Plaster. 

At  the  Nottingham  County  Court,  before  Judge  Allen, 
on  April  23,  Lewis  Southern,  217a  Ilkeston  Road, 
Nottingham,  was  summoned  at  the  instance  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society,  under  Section  15  of  the  Act  of  1868, 
for  keeping  open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  Mr.  A. 
Barlow  represented  the  plaintiffs.  The  evidence  of  Arthur 
Foulds  was  to  the  effect  that  he  bought  a  belladonna 
plaster  in  defendant's  shop  on  February  7.  Mr.  Harry 
Moon  proved  that  defendant  is  not  a  registered  chemist. 
Mr.  Barlow  intimated  that  defendant  had  signed  the 
following  statement  prepared  by  the  Society's  solicitor  : 

"  I  admit  that  the  plaister  labelled  '  Rubber  compound 
belladonna  plaister,  containing  2.5  per  cent',  alkaloids,  as 
ordered  by  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  (Poison),' 
does  in  fact  contain  belladonna,  and  that  it  is  a  poison 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868." 

Defendant  agreed  that  he  had  signed  the  statement  to 
save  the  expense  of  the  analyst's  evidence,  but  he  now 
alleged  that  the  Society's  representative  obtained  the 
plaster  by  telling  deliberate  lies  and  "rushing"  Mrs. 
Southern  by  telling  her  that  he  had  found  him  (defen- 
dant) out.    Answering  Mr.  Barlow,  he  said  the  plasters 


were  for  his  own  use,  and  had  been  put  in  the  stock  by 
mistake.  He  admitted  that  he  was  not  a  chemist,  but 
added  that  he  knew  the  plasters  contained  poison,  and 
had  pointed  that  out  to  his  wife.  He  was  now  living  in 
lodgings  in  Vernon  Road,  Old  Baslord,  and  had  closed 
his  shop,  as  he  had  been  losing  money. 

Mrs.  Southern  said  the  purchaser  of  the  plaster  selected 
it  himself,  and  she  did  not  notice  that  it  was  poisonous 
until  afterwards,  though  she  knew  belladonna  was  not  to 
be  sold. 

Judge  Allen  held  that  defendant  had  made  no  answer 
to  the  case,  and  gave  judgment  for  the  plantiffs,  with 
costs. 

TRADE  LAW. 

Surgical-stocking-  Dispute.  —  In  the  City  of  London 
Court  on  April  29,  before  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  Messrs. 
Lindsey  &  Sons,  40  Gracechurch  Street  and  Ludgate  Hill, 
recovered  21.  from  Mr.  M.  H.  Burnham,  6  Broad  Street 
Place,  in  respect  to  surgical  stockings  specially  made  to 
his  order. 

Boiler-composition  Formula. —At  the  Leeds  County 
Court  on  April  25,  Judgo  Greenhow  granted  Mr.  Edmund 
Wade  Wilton,  analytical  and  'manufacturing  chemist,  Bram- 
ley,  an  injunction  to  restrain  Mr.  John  Alderson,  manufac- 
turing chemist,  Elm  Works,  Bramlcy,  from  continuing  to 
use  certain  formulae  for  the  manufacture  of  boiler  composi- 
tion, the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  with  whom  he  had  been 
employed  as  a  clerk  in  the  office.  Five  guineas  damages 
was  also  awarded. 

Workmen's  Compensation  Act — At  the  Shoreditch 
County  Court  on  April  26,  before  Judge  Smyly,  K.C.,  Alfred 
Davis,  a  soap-stamper,  sued  the  Crown  Perfumery  Co., 
Sidney  Road,  Homerton,  to  recover  an  award  for  an  accident 
which  occurred  in  January.  According  to  the  claim,  the 
lad  was  earning  10s.  a  week  as  a  soap-stamper,  and  on  tho 
day  in  question  he  noticed  that  one  of  the  soap-machines  was 
clogged,  and  attempted  to  clear  it  by  the  usual  method 
which,  he  alleged,  was  adopted,  that  of  pushing  another 
bar  of  soap  down  by  the  screw.  The  machine  was  running 
at  the  time,  and  as  he  put  his  arm  down  the  screw  caught 
his  hand  and  dragged  it  in,  with  tho  result  that  his  arm 
was  so  badly  lacerated  that  it  had  to  be  amputated.  The 
defence  was  that  the  lad  was  improperly  interfering  with 
the  machine,  and  that  the  accident  did  not  therefore  arise 
"  out  of  and  during  the  course  of  his  employment."  After 
hearing  counsel  .and  evidence,  his  Honour  said  it  was  a 
painful  case,  but  it  was  charity  not  to  give  the  lad  damages, 
as  if  he  did  he  felt  sure  the  Court  of  Appeal  would  reverse 
it  at  once.  The  lad  had  evidently  no  authority  to  clear  the 
machine,  and  in  so  doing  met  with  an  accident  which  did 
not  arise  in  the  course  of  his  employment.  He  accordingly 
entered  judgment  for  the  respondents. 

A  Doctor's  Account.  — In  the  City  of  London  Court  on 
April  29,  before  Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  Allen  &  Hanburys, 
Ltd.,  applied  to  have  Dr.  J.  C.  Bawden,  348  Brixton  Road, 
committed  for  non-payment  of  41.  Us.  Id.,  due  for  trade 
goods  supplied.  His  Honour  said  that  the  defendant  had 
written  to  him  to  say  that  he  had  lost  a  great  part  of  his 
income  owing  to  the  National  Insurance  Act,  and  he  off ered 
10s.  a  month.  Plaintiffs'  representative  said  that  they  had 
sent  the  defendant  conduct-money,  and  yet  he  did  not 
attend.  His  Honour  said  it  was  very  unpleasant  for  a 
doctor  to  attend  the  Court  to  give  evidence  that  his  prac- 
tice was  small.  It  was  very  damaging  for  a  doctor  or  a 
solicitor  to  have  to  make  that  admission.  Plaintiffs'  repre- 
sentative said  that  the  defendant's  rent  was  60Z.  to  SOL  a 
year,  and  he  kept  a  servant.  A  portion  of  the  debt  had 
been  due  from  December  1909.  The  defendant  was  on  tho 
panel.  His  Honour  said  he  could  not  make  an  order  of 
committal  against  the  defendant  unless  it  was  proved  that 
he  had  means  with  which  to  pay  the  debt.  He  knew  it 
was  one  of  the  worst  things  in  the  world  to  prove,  because 
a  doctor  had  no  fixed  scale  of  charges.  Plaintiffs'  repre- 
sentative said  the  defendant  had  moved  from  a  smaller 
house  to  a  larger  one.  His  Honour  said  that  might  be  a 
"  try  on,"  and  in  the  end  made  an  order  for  payment  of 
10s.  a  month. 

A  Skin-food  Transaction.— In  the  City  of  London 
Court  before  Mr.  Registrar  Wild,  on  April  29,  Messrs. 
Rocke,  Tompsett  &  Co.,  4  Redcross  Street,  sued  Mr.  Franks, 
patent-medicine  vendor.  55  Prince  of  Wales  Road,  Kentish 
Town,  for  the  value  of  skin-food  supplied.  The  plaintiffs 
representative  said  that  the  defence  was  that  the  goods  were 
not  ordered,  and  that  they  were  returned.  The  Registrar 
said  the  plaintiffs  would  have  to  prove  order  and  delivery 
of  the  goods,  and  let  the  defendant  raise  his  own  defence. 
Tho  defendant,  in  answer  to  questions,  said  he  received  tho 
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goods,  but  did  not  order  them.  As  ho  had  not  sold  any  of 
the  goods,  and  the  plaintiffs  were  pressing  him  for  payment, 
he  wrote  to  the  plaintiffs  asking  them  to  collect  the  goods. 
The  plaintiffs  sent  a  lady  representative,  who  collected  a 
plaster  show  figure,  but  not  the  goods.  He  had  returned 
all  the  goods,  having  been  unable  to  sell  any  of  them.  The 
defendant  said  the  plaintiffs'  traveller  first  called  upon  him 
with  the  plaster  figure,  and  asked  him  to  show  it  in  his 
(defendant's)  window,  and  to  give  away  some  samples. 
When  the  goods  came  he  thought  they  were  samples.  The 
plaintiffs'  representative  said  the  goods  returned  by  the 
defendant  were  in  a  shocking  condition.  The  Registrar 
thought  it  far  better  to  adjourn  the  case,  in  order  that  the 
plaintiffs'  traveller  might  be  called  to  tell  them  about  the 
matter.  The  plaintiffs'  representative  said  if  the  Registrar 
was  not  going  to  give  judgment  in  their  favour,  he  thought, 
rather  than  have  an  adjournment,  he  would  let  the  case  go. 
The  case  was  struck  out  accordingly. 

Sponge  Dispute.— In  the  City  of  London  Court,  before 
Judge  Rentoul,  K.C.,  on  April  26,  Goldhill  &  Co.,  sponge 
merchants,  124  Houndsditch,  sued  Mr.  Coles,  30  Mill  Street, 
Sutton  Coldfield,  for  13?.  12s.  3d.  for  sponges  supplied  in  the 
way  of  trade.  Mr.  Goldhill,  one  of  the  plaintiffs,  said  that 
he  took  the  order  on  November  21,  when  he  called  on  the 
defendant.  The  terms  were  two  three-monthly  payments. 
Defendant  said  that  as  he  was  expecting  an  execution  he 
returned  the  goods.  They  were  sent  to  him  on  sale  or 
return,  and  he  had  kept  them  for  -three  months.  Judge 
Rentoul  said  that  three  months  was  an  impossible  time  to 
keep  the  sponges,  even  if  they  were  on  sale  or  return. 
Defendant  said  he  had  returned  the  sponges.  Mr.  Goldhill 
said  they  had  refused  to  take  them  in,  and  they  were  with 
the  railway  company.  Judge  Rentoul  thought  the  defendant 
had  done  the  most  honest  thing  in  sending  the  goods  back. 
Whether  the  sponges  wero  sent  on  sale  or  return  or  not  did 
not'  matter,  as  the  defendant  had  kept  them  long  enough  to 
constitute  it  a  sale.  Defendant  had  been  very  straight. 
Plaintiffs  might  not  get  a  penny  if  they  did  not  take  back 
the  sponges.  Mr.  Goldhill  said  they  would  take  the  chance 
of  that'.  They  would  be  quite  satisfied  with  the  judgment 
of  the  Court.  Judge  Rentoul  said  that  the  plaintiffs  would 
have  that,  as  that  was  what  they  wanted.  But  it  was  not 
fair  of  the  plaintiffs  to  have  sued  the  defendant  in  London ; 
he  should  have  been  sued  in  Birmingham.  To  sue  him  in 
London  was  putting  undue  exrjense  on  him.  Mr.  Goldhill : 
"  That  is  not  our  fault.  He  should  have  paid.  I  have  lost 
my  time  also."  Judge  Rentoul  said  he  would  give  the 
plaintiffs  judgment  for  the  amount  claimed,  but  he  would 
allow  them  as  little  costs  as  possible. 

Saffron  Dispute.— In  the  City  of  London  Court  on 
May  1  the  Earlv  Produce  (Primeurs)  Co..  Ltd.,  sued  Mr. 
C.  H.  Bryant,  22  Hcneage  Lane.  Bury  Street,  E.C,  for 
19?.  9s.,  being  the  value  of  111  lb.  of  saffron  supplied  on 
January  31.  After  hearing  trade  witnesses,  Judge  Rentoul 
adjourned  the  case  until  next  week.    We  reserve  our  report. 


GAZETTE. 


Partnersblps  Dissolved. 

Moore,  J.,  and  Miller,  W.  H.,  "  Chota  Dilkoosha  "  and 
"  Silverton,"  Enfield,  Middlesex,  physicians  and  sur- 
geons, under  the  style  of  Drs.  Moore  &  Miller. 

Morris,  R.  C,  and  Eberhardt,  F.  C.  B.,  Erdington  and 
Wylde  Green,  physicians  and  surgeons,  by  the  bank- 
ruptcy of  F.  C.  B.  Eberhardt. 


DEED  OF  ARRANGEMENT. 


Fergusson,  Henry,  50a  Drumcondra  Road,  Dublin, 
Pharmaceutical  Chemist. — Petition  for  arrangement, 
accompanied  by  statement  of  assets  and  liabilities.  Dated, 
April  19  ;  filed,  April  23.  Liabilities  unsecured,  1111. ;  esti- 
mated net  assets,  326?. 


Missionaries  and  Medicines. — For  medicines  there  would 
appear  to  be  an  increasing  demand,  not  only  in  the  town 
of  Ispahan,  but  in  the  districts  and  even  among  the 
Bakhtiari  and  Kashgai  tribesmen,  the  medical  work  of  the 
Church  Missionary  Society,  which  maintains  a  large  hos- 
pital in  Ispahan  and  dispensaries  in  some  neighbouring 
villages,  having  familiarised  a  portion  of  the  native  popula- 
tion with  the  use  of  Western  drugs.  A  leading  British  firm 
of  chemists  is  represented  in  Ispahan. — E.M.  Consul  at 
Ispahan. 


LIMITED  COMPANIES. 


New  Companies  Registered. 

The  letters  P.C.  mean  Private  Company  within  the  meaning:  of 
the  Companies  Act,  1907,  and  R.O.,  Registered  Office. 

Lewis  G.  Lewis,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  21,000?.,  in  50?. 
shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  chemical 
manufacturer  carried  on  by  L.  G.  Lewis  at  Pontardawe. 
The  first  directors  are  L.  G.  Lewis,  L.  H.  Lewis,  and  S.  S. 
Lewis. 

Halls,  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  1,000?..,  in 
li!.  shares.  Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  a  drug- 
store proprietor  carried  on  by  J.  H.  Hall  at  359  Claremont 
Road,  Rusholme,  Manchester,  a6  "  Hall  &  Co."  The  sub- 
scribers are  J.  H.  Hall  and  D.  M.  Dick,  pharmacist. 

E.  Gameson,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  800?.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  at  10  Dickson  Road,  Blackpool,  or 
elsewhere,  the  business  of  drug-store  proprietors,  opticians, 
mineral-water  manufacturers,  dealers  in  photographic  goods, 
etc.  ■  The  first  directors  are  J.  C.  Hall  and  E.  Gameson. 
R.O.,  10  Dickson  Road,  Blackpool. 

Dollows,  Ltd.  (P.C). — Capital  1,000?.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  of  a  chemist,  druggist, 
and  importer  of  chemists'  sundries,  etc.,  carried  on  by 
P.  Dollow  at  2  Church  Street,  Shoreditch,  and  at  119a  Praed 
Street,  Paddington,  as  the  '■'  Paddington  Pharmacy."  The- 
subscribers  are  P.  Dollow  and  R.  Pearlman. 

Frederick  Banks,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  250/.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects:  To  carry  on  the  business  of  chemists,  druggists, 
dealers  in  fancy  goods,  etc.,  to  acquire  the  business  carried 
on  at  356  Walworth  Road,  S.E.,  as  "  Frederick  Banks," 
together  with  the  said  premises.  The  first  directors  are  J. 
Cook  and  Mrs.  E.  Cook.  R.O.,  356  Walworth  Road,  London. 
S.E. 

Zalo  Foods,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  5,000?.,  in  11.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  manufacturers  of  all 
kinds  of  foods  and  food  products  from  brewers'  and  other 
waste  products,  either  alone  or  by  admixture  with  condi- 
ments or  feeding-stuffs,  etc.  The  first  directors  are  L. 
Oxford,  A.  J.  Oxford,  W.  M.  Winterton,  and  J.  Salmon. 
R.O.,  Bank  Square,  Burton-on-Trent. 

British  Isinglass  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  2,000?.,  in  1?. 
shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business  of  fisfwneal, 
cattle-food,  and  fish-manure  manufacturers,  utilisers  of  fish 
offal  and  all  kinds  of  offal  from  which  valuable  products 
in  isinglass,  gelatin,  fish  glue,  guano,  etc.,  can  be  manufac- 
tured, etc.  The  first  directors  are  F.  Forbes,  J.  L.  Green, 
Walter  West,  and  Wm.  West,  all  of  Grimsby. 

Metallic  Compound  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  4,000?.,  in 
1?.  shares.  Objects :  To  take  over  the  business  carried  on 
by  A.  A.  Beadle  at  265  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C,  as  the 
"  Metallic  Compositions  Co.,"  and  to  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers  of  and  dealers  in  metallic  and  other  paints, 
lacquers,  varnishes,  chemicals,  explosives,  etc.  The  first 
directors  are  A.  A.  Beadle,  C.  L.  Lopdell,  A,  C.  Gibbons, 
and  R.  B.  Rogers.    R.O.,  265  Gray's  Inn  Road,  W.C 

Sillis,  Strtjdwick  &  Co.,  Ltd.  (P.C.).— Capital  3,000?., 
in  1?.  shares.  Objects  :  To  take  over  (1)  the  business  of  an 
anatomical  mechanician  and  manufacturer  of  artificial  limbs 
and  surgical  appliances  carried  on  by  H.  Sillis  as  "  F. 
Sillis  "  at  2  George  Street,  Euston  Road,  N.W.,  and  (2)  the 
business  of  a  manufacturer  of  surgical  and  orthopaedic 
appliances  carried  on  by  A.  Eastgate  as  "  C.  Strudwick  & 
Co."  at  56-57  Upper  Marylebone  Street.  W.  H.  Sillis  and 
A.  Eastgate  are  permanent  governing  directors. 

United  Glass  Bottle  Manufacturers,  Ltd. — Capital 
600,000?.,  in  10?.  shares.  Objects :  To  carry  on  the  business 
of  manufacturers,  importers,  and  exporters  of  and  dealers 
in  glass  bottles,  etc.,  to  acquire  the  businesses  of  Cannington, 
Shaw  _&  Co..  Ltd.,  Nuttall  &  Co.  (St.  Helens),  Ltd.,  Robert 
Candlish  &  Son,  Ltd..  G.  E.  Alexander  and  E.  Alexander  at 
Hunslet,  Leed6,  and  Southwick-on-Wear  and  Blaydon-cn- 
Tyne,  and  to  adont  certain  agreements.  First  directors : 
J.  J.  Candlish,  J.  S.  Cannington,  W.  L.  Shaw.  F.  R.  Dixon- 
Nuttall,  and  G.  E.  Alexander.  R.O.,  90  Cannon  Street, 
London,  E.C 


Company  News. 

Borax  Co.,  Ltd. — To  be  voluntarily  wound-up.  Liqui- 
dators: Messrs.  H.  T.  Daniell  and  C.  Corthorn.  A  meeting 
of  creditors  was  held  at  Winchester  House,  Old  Broad  Street, 
London,  E.C,  on  April  26. 

Electrolytic  Alkali  Co.,  Ltd.— Meeting  of  creditors  at 
the  Law  Association  Rooms,  14  Cook  Street,  Liverpool,  on 
May  7,  at  noon.  Claims  to  be  sent  in  to  the  liquidator 
(Mr.  W.  H.  Alexander),  offices  of  the  Electrolytic  Alkali 
Co.,  Ltd.,  Middlewich,  on  or  before  June  9. 
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BIRTHS. 


Baly. — At  14  Sunnyside,  Prince's  Park,  Liverpool,  on 
April  24,  the  wife  of  Professor  E.  C.  C.  Baly,  F.R.S., 
F.I.C.,  of  twins  (boys). 

Goodwin. — At  79  Mutley  Plain,  Plymouth,  on  April  28, 
the  wife  of  F.  A.  Goodwin,  Ph.C,  of  a  son. 

Hitchman. — At  Ashfield  Villa,  Station  Road,  Kettering, 
on  April  29,  the  wife  of  Walter  Hitchman,  pharmacist, 
of  a  son. 

Northey. — At  24  College  Avenue,  Maidenhead,  on 
April  26,  the  wife  of  W.  G.  Northey,  chemist  and 
druggist,  of  a  son. 

Stewart. — At  Medical  Hall,  Letterkenny,  on  April  22, 
the  wif  e  of  R.  Stewart,  R.D.,  of  a  son. 


MARRIAGES. 


Critchley — Dewhurst. — At  St.  Wilfred's  R.C.  Church, 
Longridge,  on  April  24,  by  the  Rev.  Father  Pippitt, 
Walter  Clayton  Critchley,  eldest  son  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Critchley,  chemist  and  druggist,  10  King  William  Street, 
Blackburn,  to  Clara,  youngest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr. 
Edward  Dewhurst. 

Green — Ware. — At  Trinity  Wesleyan  Church,  Kim- 
foerley,  on  March  22,  by  the  Rev.  A.  J.  Clarke,  John 
Percy  Green,  D.B.O.A.,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Port 
Elizabeth,  to  Lily,  eldest  daughter  of  Mr.  Frank  Ware, 
of  Kimberley. 

Hammond — Dinsdale. — At  Cleveland  Road  Primitive 
Methodist  Church,  Sunderland,  on  April  21,  Harry  B. 
Hammond,  chemist  and  druggist,  Sheffield,  eon  of  the  late 
Captain  H.  Hammond,  of  Sunderland,  to  Jennie,  eldest 
daughter  of  Mr.  H.  Dinsdale,  Sunderland. 

Johnson — Holmyard. — At  St.  Peter's  Church,  Leices- 
ter, on  April  24,  Stanley  Howard  Johnson,  chemist  and 
druggist,  163  Foss  Road  North,  Leicester,  to  Florence  Rose 
Clare,  eldest  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  James  Holmyard, 
Southampton. 

Robinson — Mainprize. — At  Bridlington  Quay  Primitive 
Methodist  Church,  on  April  23,  Archer  Robinson,  of 
Bridlington,  to  Elsie,  younger  daughter  of  Alderman 
J.  V.  Mainprize,  J.P.,  C.C.,  chemist  and  druggist,  of 
Bridlington. 

Simpson — Hall. — At  St.  Paul's  Church,  Staley,  by  the 
Rev.  C  anon  Sheriff,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Herbert  Hampson, 
on  April  29,  Aliwood  Simpson,  chemist  and  druggist, 
second  son  of  Alderman  Aliwood  Simpson,  J.P.  (chemist 
and.  druggist),  and  Mrs.  Simpson,  Stalybridge,  to  Janey, 
second  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Hall,  Ashlands, 
Stalybridge. 

Wotjlfe— Colbert.—  At  the  Church  of  St.  Mary  and  St. 
Peter,  Rathmines,  Dublin,  on  April  16,  by  the  Rev.  M. 
Devine  (cousin  of  the  bride),  assisted  by  the  Rev.  P. 
Rowan,  Richard  Barrett  Woulfe,  Ph.C,  youngest  son  of 
Mr.  R.  M.  Woulfe,  Cratloe  West,  Abbey  Feale,  co. 
Limerick,  to  Catherine,  second  daughter  of  the  late 
Michael  Colbert,  Gael  View,  Athea,  co.  Limerick. 


DEATHS. 


Adams.— At  "  The  Kulm,"  Bearstead,  on  April  29, 
Mr.  Matthew  Algernon  Adams,  F.R.C.S.  Eng.,  F.C.S., 
F.I  C,  aged  seventy-seven.  Mr.  Adams  was  public 
analyst  for  Maidstone  and  'Rochester,  along  with  Mr 
L  W.  Stansell,  F.I.C.  He  studied  at  Guy's  Hospital 
Medical  School,  and  became  L.S.A.  and  M.R.C.S.  in  1859, 
?nc*  F.R.C.S.  in  1868.  He  was  senior  resident  surgeon 
m  the  Leeds  Public  Dispensary  for  some  time,  but  his 
leanings  were  more  towards  chemistry,  and  in  1870  he 
became  a  certified  teacher  of  the  Science  and  Arts  Depart- 


ment, and  in  1877  a  Fellow  of  the  Chemical  Society.  He 
was  medical  officer  of  health  for  Maidstone  before  that 
office  was  separated  from  that  of  public  analyst,  and  was 
a  Past  President  of  the  Society  of  Public  Analysts. 

Cronshaw. — At  Bolton,  recently,  Mr.  Christopher 
Cronshaw,  chemist  and  druggist,  aged  seventy-two.  Mr. 
Cronshaw  was  chief  assistant  to  the  late  Mr.  Robert 
Entwistle,  chemist  and  druggist,  Market  Street,  Darwen, 
for  several  years,  and  many  of  the  customers  insisted 
on  being  "doctored  "  by  "  Christopher."  He  commenced 
in  business  on  his  own  account  in  School  Street,  Darwen, 
for  a  short  period  after  Mr.  Entwistle's  business  was  given 
up.  He  afterwards  removed  to  4  Halstead  Street,  Bolton. 
The  funeral  took  place  at  Darwen  Cemetery  on  April  2A- 

Hamer. — At  4  Oaks  Terrace,  Bradshaw  Brow,  Bolton, 
on  April  25,  Mr.  Joseph  Hamer,  chemist  and  druggist, 
formerly  in  business  at  136  Bradshaw  Gate,  Bolton,  aged 
sixty-  seven. 

Hermann. — At  Berlin,  last  week,  Dr.  Felix  Hermann, 
aged  sixty-four.  He  was  born  in  Dresden,  and  studied  at 
Leipzig  and  Zurich,  where  he  became  assistant  to 
Wislicsnus,  accompanying  the  latter  in  1872  to  Wiirzburg. 
It  was  in  that  town  that  the  well-known  perfume  manu- 
facturer Leichner  was  at  that  time  engaged  under  the* 
name  of  Carlo  as  baritone,  at  the  same  time  studying 
at  the  Technical  Institute  for  his  business  purposes.  The 
proposal  made  to  him  by  Hermann  to  use  talcum  as  a 
face-powder  led  to  the  introduction  of  the  series  of  toilet 
preparations  which  laid  the  foundation  of  Leichner's 
wealth.  Hermann's  translation  of  Van  't  Hoff's  "Posi- 
tion of  the  Atoms  in  Space  ' '  was,  however,  of  greater 
importance  to-  modern  chemistry. 

Kirtley. — At  Welsford,  New  Brunswick,  Canada,  on 
February  17,  Mr.  John  George  Kirtley,  chemist  and 
druggist,  aged  seventy-eight.  Mr.  Kirtley  was  in  business 
at  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  for  many  years. 

Mackay. — At  Ballycurrie,  Kirk  Onchan,  I.O.M.,  on 
April  26,  Mr.  David  Mackay,  chemist  and  druggist, 
formerly  of  Dundee,  aged  fifty-seven.  Mr.  Mackay  was  a 
nephew  of  the  late  Mr.  G.  B.  Mackay,  chemist,  Scouring- 
burn,  Dundee,  and  served  his  apprenticeship  with  him. 
After  passing  the  Minor  examination  in  December  1881 
he  succeeded  to  his  uncle's  business,  and  later  acquired 
Cochrane's  pharmacy  in  Murraygate,  also  opening  one  at 
the  top  of  Seagate.  All  these  he  disposed  of  about  twenty 
years  ago,  as  he  felt  overkeenly  the  responsibility  and 
strain  of  the  drug-trade.  Ultimately  he  removed  to  Man- 
chester, where  Mrs.  Mackay  acquired  a  millinery  business 
in  St.  Anne  Square,  which  they  carried  on  so  successfully 
that  they  retired  in  a  few  years  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  Mr. 
Mackay  was  one  of  those  rare  souls  who  draw  to  them 
men  apparently  unlike,  and  influence  them  more  than 
they  know.  Though  austere  in  appearance,  he  had  a  vein 
of  native  humour  which  came  out  in  his  conversation,  and 
especially  in  his  correspondence.  Long  before  the  latter- 
day  Kailyard  School  was  heard  of,  he  had  written  sketches 
of  character  and  characteristics  which  were  worthy  of  a 
Gait.    Mrs.  Mackay  survives  him. 

Miskelly.— At  Belfast,  on  April  25,  Mr.  Wm.  F. 
Miskelly,  of  Simpson  &  Mitchell,  Smithfield,  aged  thirty- 
six.  Deceased  served  his  time  with  Messrs.  J.  &  J. 
Haslett,  Ltd.,  North  Street,  and  was  subsequently  with 
Messrs.  Dobbin  &  Co.  He  had  been  some  years  with 
Messrs.  Simpson  &  Mitchell,  and  succumbed  to  an  attack 
of  pneumonia  after  four  days'  illness.  The  funeral,  at 
Drumbo  on  Sunday  afternoon,  was  very  largely  attended. 

Pickering. — At  Liverpool,  on  April  28,  Mr.  Samuel 
Whaley  Pickering,  chemist  and  druggist,  manager  for 
Messrs.  A.  J.  Wright  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  76  South  Castle  Street,  ' 
Liverpool,  aged  sixty-five. 

Simpson. — Recently,  Mr.  T.  Simpson,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, for  many  years  in  business  at  Bloxham,  Oxon,  aged 
seventy-five. 

White.— On  April  15,  Mr.  Robert  White,  Ph.C, 
Barnard  Villa,  Barnard  Hill,  Muswell  Hill,  London,  N., 
aged  eighty-six.  Mr.  White  was  registered  as  a  chemist 
in  1859. 
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Major  W.  H.  Gastrell,  M.P.,  has  joined  the  board 
of  J.  C.  &  J.  Field,  Ltd. 

Mr.  H.  C.  Chown,  of  Messrs.  Roberts  &  Co.,  Paris, 
is  now  on  a  visit  to  New  York  and  St.  Louis,  U.S.A. 

Mr.  Samuel  Figgis,  J.P.,  has  given  l,CO0Z.  to  the  new 
Cheshunt  College,  Cambridge,  and  Sir  W.  H.  Lever, 
Bart.,  a  similar  sum. 

Mr.  Hugh  Jones,  chemist  and  druggist,  Medical  Hall, 
Elaenau  Festiniog,  has  been  appointed  to  represent  the 
Urban  Council  as  Council  School  manager. 

Mr.  Chester  Jewell,  who  has  been  with  Mr.  John 
Wylde,  Walworth,  S.E.,  for  sixteen  years,  has  joined  the 
staff  of  the  Spice  and  General  Grinders,  Ltd.,  Grinders' 
Wharf,  Sugar  House  Lane,  Stratford,  E. 

Mr.  A.  Olcott  Booth,  of  the  Dodge  &  Olcott  Co., 
sailed  by  the  Caronia,  on  April  26,  for  New  York,  on 
business  and  pleasure  combined.  He  is  expected  back 
early  in  July ;  his  headquarters  in  New  York  will  be 
at  the  head  offices  of  the  company. 

Mr.  Glenny  Watt,  of  Messrs.  Evans  Sons  Lescher  & 
Webb,  Ltd.,  sailed  by  the  Edinburgh  Castle,  for  Cape 
Town  on  April  26.  After  spending  a  few  months  in  South 
Africa,  Mr.  Watt  will  proceed  to  India  by  way  of  British 
East  Africa,  and  hopes  to  arrive  in  Bombay  in  October. 

Mr.  A.  Mackintosh  Stewart,  F.C.S.,  late  managing 
director  of  The  Dispensary,  Ltd.,  Penang,  S.S.,  expected 
to  sail  for  Europe  from  Penang  on  May  1.  '  Mr.  Stewart 
has  spent  thirteen  years  in  the  East,  and  is  coming  home 
for  a  year's  holiday  at  least.  Letters  for  him  may  be 
addressed  "c/o  the  C.  Jo  D.,  42  Cannon  Street,  London, 
E.G." 

Mr.  W.  A.  Storey,  Ph.C,  demonstrator  in  chemistry 
at  the  School  of  Pharmacy,  17  Bloomsbury  Square, 
London,  W.C.,  has  passed  the  Final  examination  of  the 
Institute  of  Chemistry  in  the  Chemistry  of  Food  and 
Drugs,  etc.  Mr.  S.  H.  Stroud,  Ph.C,  another  demon- 
strator at  the  School,  has  passed  the  Institute's  Inter- 
mediate examination. 

Mr.  John  McKesson,  senior  partner  of  Messrs. 
McKesson  &  Robbins,  of  New  York,  is  now  in  London, 
and  may  be  addressed  care  of  the  firm's  agent,  Mr.  C.  F. 
Gerhardt,  5  Fenohurch  Street,  E.C.  Mr.  McKesson  has 
just  completed  a  lengthy  motor  tour  in  France  and 
Spain,  and  will  devote  a  week  or  so  to  some  of  the 
cathedral  cities  in  this  country. 

Mr.  A.  Linton  Davidson,  Ph.C,  has  passed  the  Final 
examination  for  the  Associateship  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry  in  the  Chemistry  of  Food  and  Drugs,  etc.  Mr. 
Davidson  is  the  son  of  Mr.  Alexander  Davidson,  Ph.C, 
172  High  Street,  Montrose.  He  was  Bell  scholar  in  1909. 
and  while  studying  at  the  School  of  Pharmacy  he  gained 
the  Martindale  Medal  for  pharmacy. 

Mr.  Potter,  of  Messrs.  Potter  &  Birks,  Ltd., 
Grosvenor  House,  Sydney,  left  there  in  the  middle  of 
March  for  Japan  and  China,  whence  he  will  proceed  to 
France  and  San  Francisco,  and  visit  in  the  United  States 
all  the  factories  there  which  his  firm  represent  in  Austral- 
asia—namely, the  Waterbury  Chemical  Co.,  Des  Moines, 
Iowa,  Messrs.  Johnson  &  Johnson,  and  others.  Mr. 
Potter  expects  to  arrive  in  London  about  July  next. 

Councillor  J.  H.  Taylor,  chemist  and  druggist, 
13  St.  Anne's  Road  West,  St.  Anne's-on-the-Sea,  is  the 
new  Chairman  of  the  local  Urban  Council.  Mr.  Taylor, 
who  is  a  native  of  Ingbirchworth,  Yorks,  served  his  appren- 
ticeship with  the  late  Mr.  Sedgwick,  Central  Beach, 
Blackpool.  On  returning  to  the  Fylde,  after  gaining  experi- 
ence in  London,  Mr.  Taylor  became  a  partner  in  1890 
with  Mr.  Richardson  in  the  St,  Anne's  Pharmacy,  the 
partnership  being  dissolved  some  years  later. 

Mrs.  C  E.  Wood,  wife  of  Mr.  William  Frost  Wood, 
chemist  and  optician,  132  Dame  Agnes .  Street,  Notting- 
ham, has  succeeded  in  winning  tho"5007.  nrize  in  "Tit- 


Bits"  eighty-fourth  "Heads  or  Tails"  Competition. 
Twelve  months  ago  Mrs.  Wood  went  to  Sutton-on-Sea  for 
a  holiday  with  her  husband  and  children,  and  during  the 
journey,  while  reading  "  Tit-Bits,"  became  interested  in 
the  competition.  She  discussed  it  with  her  husband,  and 
decided  to  try  for  some  of  the  prizes,  with  this  as  the 
final  result. 

Mr.  W.  Gilbert  Saunders,  son  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Saunders, 
and  a  director  of  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Liver- 
pool, has  passed  the  Final  examination  of  the  Institute  of 
Chemistry.  Mr.  W.  G.  Saunders  received  his  early  educa- 
tion at  the  "  Marlborough  "  College,  Liverpool,  after  which 
he  proceeded  to  Bonn-on-Rhine,  thence  to  the  Ecole  de 
Commerce  at  Neuchatel.  On  his  return  to  England  he  ob- 
tained his  experience  in  retail  pharmacy  with  Dr.  Chas. 
Symes,  of  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Herbert  Taylor,  of  Woolton. 
He  studied  for  the  Minor  examination  at  the  Liverpool 
School  of  Pharmacy,  and  for  the  Major  at  the  "  Square." 
He  also  spent  some  time  at  the  "  Square"  afterwards  in 
research  work.  He  matriculated  at  the  Liverpool  Univer- 
sity, where  he  remained  until  he  passed  the  Institute's 
Intermediate  examination.  Afterwards  he  obtained  ex- 
perience in  food  and  drug  analysis  under  Mr.  Cecil  H. 
Cribb,  B.Sc,  F.I.C,  before  successfully  taking  the  Final 
examination.  He  will  now  devote  himself  to  analytical 
and  standardisation  work  in  the  laboratory  of  Messrs. 
Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.,  Ltd.  At  the  Hotel  St.  George, 
Liverpool,  on  Monday,  the  heads  of  the  departments 
of  Messrs.  Ayrton,  Saunders  &  Co.  met  to  congratulate 
Mr.  Gilbert  SaundeTS  on  his  success.  The  company  dined 
together,  Mr.  H.  Nixon  presiding,  and  the  guest's 
health  was  proposed  by  Mr.  Archie  Black,  Mr. 
MacSweeny  supporting.  Mr.  Saunders,  in  replying,  ex- 
pressed the  hope  that  the  happy  relations  between  the- 
directors  and  employes  would  long  continue. 

Mr.  J.  C  Gordon,  formerly  of  the  Gordon  Mitchell 
Drug  Co.,  Winnipeg,  Canada,  is  now  in  London  along 
with  Mrs.  Gordon,  and  has  paid  several  calls  at 
42  Cannon  Street.  Mr.  Gordon  as  a  young  man  was 
with  Mr.  Jas.  A.  Hart,  the  well-known  and  veteran, 
pharmacist  of  Montreal;  from  there,  fully  thirty  years 
ago,  he  went  west  to  Winnipeg,  where,  after  acting  for 
a  few  years  as  assistant,  he  started  a  store  on  his  own 
account,  and  developed  a  good  business.  This  he 
amalgamated  with  one  of  Mr.  Mitchell's,  and  as  the 
Gordon  Mitchell  Drug  Co.  he  continued  the  business, 
adding  to  it  four  other  stores,  until  the  end  of  last 
year,  when  he  disposed  of  all  the  stores  to  the  United 
Drug  Co.  His  son  is  now  undertaking  the  management 
for  that  company,  but  Mr.  Gordon  senior  does  not 
intend  to  lose  touch  with  the  drug-trade.  He  has  for 
many  years  been  a  regular  reader  of  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist,  but  is  making  his  first  acquaintance  with 
English  pharmacy,  and  has  some  sharp  things  fo  say  in 
regard  to  it.  In  the  first  place,  he  considers  that 
chemists  generally  have  too  small  and  poky  shops  which 
hamper  their  display  and  restrict  business.  In  the 
second  place,  some  chemists  are  far  too  eager  in  trying 
to  sell  customers  what  they  do  not  want,  and  get  "  ratty  " 
if  a  customer  presumes  to  insist  on  getting  just  what  he 
has  asked  for.  Mr.  Gordon  considers  that  this  is  a  real 
hindrance  to  business  progress  :  it  would  not  do  in 
Canada.  Speaking  in  regard  to  the  prospects  there, 
Mr.  Gordon  says  that  there  is  always  room  f  or  good  men 
who  are  qualified.  He  emphasised  "  qualified,"  saying 
that  those  who  have  not  the  Minor  qualification  or  the 
Irish  Licence  have  little  prospect  in  Canadian  pharmacy, 
because  no  one  can  act  as  an  assistant  without  being 
certified  by  the  Pharmacy  Board  of  the  Province.  The 
qualification  of  "  certified  clerk'"  is  given  without 
examination  to  anyone  who  has  passed  the  Minor  or  the 
Irish  Licence  examination,  and  this  certificate  suffices 
until  the  person  is  ready  and  fit  to  pass  the  examination 
which  entitles  him  to  open  shop  on  his  own  account. 
Salaries  for  good  and  certified  men  are  from  $75  to  $100 
per  month  outdoor. 

During  February  the  imports  of  drugs,  chemicals,  and 
apothecaries'  wares  into  the  Union  of  South  Africa 
amounted  in  value  to  76,214^.,  against  68.145Z.  in  FebruarN" 
1912. 
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WESTMINSTER  WISDOM. 

The  Week  in  Parliament. 


Loss  in  Patent-medicine  Eevenue. 

The  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer  informed  Mr. 
Worthington  Evans,  M.P.,  in  the  House  of  Commons  on 
Monday,  that  the  amount  of  the  loss  in  the  estimated 
revenue  from  patent  medicines  this  year,  compared  with 
the  actual  revenue  last  year,  is  about  50,000^. 

[The  duty  from  stamps  alone  in  1911-12  was  327,857/ 
besides  43,131?.  from  licences;  together,  370,988?.  A  reduc- 
tion of  50,000?.,  most  of  it  occurring  in  the  latter  part  of 
the  financial  year  1912-13,  means  a  reduction  of  between  a 
third  and  a  half— say,  to  175,000?.  This  is  ouite  inconsistent 
with  the  experience  of  large  manufacturers,  wholesalers,  and 
most  retail  vendors  of  stamped  medicines.  Drops  of  about 
10,000?.  and  over  in  stamps  on  the  year  are  not  uncommon — 
e.g.,  9,925?.  in  1903-4,  7,327?.  in  1905-5,  and  18,653?.  in  1908-9. 
There  was  no  apparent  cause  for  any  of  these  reductions 
except  the  Farmer  v.  Glyn-Jones  case  in  1903-4,  but  the  pre- 
vious year's  level,  333,371?.,  was  exceeded  in  1907-8  (334,142?  ) ; 
then  came  the  biggest  drop,  which  was  followed  by  one  of 
21,028?  in  1909-10.  The  two  years'  drop  was  more  than  made 
good  by  the  increases  in  the  succeeding  two  years  and 
according  to  past  experiences,  a  drop  in  1912-13  was 'to  be 
expected.  The  permanency  of  it  is  quite  another  matter  — 
Editor,  C.  &  D.] 

Opium  Eeceipts. 
The  Under  Secretary  for  India  informed  Mr.  Stewart 
in  the  House  of  Commons  on  Wednesday  that  the  net 
opium  receipts  in  the  seven  years  1900-1906  amounted  to 
24i  millions  sterling,  and  in  the  six  years  1907-1912  to  28§ 
millions.  The  receipts  derived  from  the  traffic  with  China 
cannot  be  exactly  calculated,  but  on  the  best  estimate 
possible,  China  accounted  for  about  18^  millions  in  the  first 
period  and  16^  millions  in  the  second. 

The  Shops  Act  in  Operation. 
Mr.  Montague  Barlow  asked  the  Home  Secretary  on 
Wednesday  whether  he  has  received  a  memorial  from  the 
National  Traders'  Defence  League  of  Manchester,  with 
regard  to  amending  the  Shops  Act  of  1912  by  withdrawing 
the  exemption  clause  ;  and  whether  he  proposes  to  take 
any  action  with  regard  to  it.— The  Home  Secretary  replied 
that  he  had  received  such  a  memorial.  The  exemption 
provision  in  Section  4  was  a  part  of  the  compromise  arrived 
at  in  Committee  on  the  subject  of  closing  for  a  weekly 
half-holiday,  and  it  is  much  too  soon  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion of  legislation  for  its  repeal. 

Dental  Inspection. 

Mr.  Birrell  has  informed  Mr.  Cathcart  Wason,  M.P., 
that  there  are  about  200  registered  dentists  in  Ireland'. 
A  sum  of  5,000?\  has  been  included  in  the  Estimates  for 
Public  Education,  Ireland,  for  the  purposes  of  dental 
inspection  in  schools.  The  general  principle  on  which  the 
money  is  disbursed  is  a  grant  of  1?.  for  each  1?.  of  local 
contribution  towards  the  total  cost  of  dental  inspection 
under  each  approved  scheme. 

The  Secretary  for  Scotland,  in  reply  to  a  question  on 
Tuesday,  said  he  has  seen  copies  of  a  circular  issued  by 
the  Rutherglen  School  Board  in  reference  to  the  treat- 
ment of  children's  teeth  by  a  qualified  dentist;  but  he  was 
not  able  to  say  what  interpretation  the  School  Board 
place  upon  the  term  "qualified  dentist."  He  is  in  com- 
munication with  the  Board  on  the  subject. 

National  Health  Insurance. 

Amendment  Bill.— The  Prime  Minister  stated  on  Mon- 
day that  he  is  not  yet  in  a,  position  to  say  when  the  Bill 
to  amend  the  National  Insurance  Act  will  be  introduced. 

Non-Panel  Doctors'  Prescriptions.— In  the  House 
of  Commons  on  Thursday,  Mr.  F.  Hall  asked  the  Secre- 
tary to  the  Treasury  whether  prescriptions  for  insured 
persons  given  by  non-panel  doctors  will  be  dispensed  and 
treated  in  the  same  way  as  those  prescribed  by  panel 
doctors. 

Scottish  Insurance  Committees.— In  the  House  of 
Commons  on  Monday  night,  Mr.  Worthington  Evans, 
M.P.,  moved  that  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to 


his  Majesty  praying  his  Majesty  to  disallow  the  regula- 
tions made  by  the  Scottish  Insurance  Commissioners  con- 
stituted under  the  National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  and 
dated  April  2,  1913,  as  to  the  manner  of  appointment  of 
representatives  of  insured  persons  on  Insurance  Com- 
mittees.   The  motion  was  defeated  by  191  votes  to  32. 

Herbalists  and  Christian  Scientists. — In  the  House  of 
Commons  on  April  24,  Sir  J.  D.  Rees  asked  the  Financial 
Secretary  to  the  Treasury  whether  any  Insurance  Com- 
mittee has  allowed  any  arrangements  under  Section  15  (3) 
of  the  National  Insurance  Act  with  herbalists  or  Christian 
Scientists.  Mr.  Masterman  :  I  have  no  information  as  to 
such  arrangements,  which  are  dependent  on  the  discretion 
of  the  Insurance  Committees. — Sir  J.  D.  Rees  :  Would 
the  right  hon.  gentleman  not  become  aware  of  the  extra- 
ordinary fact  if  any  such  arrangements  were  officially 
sanctioned  by  an  Insurance  Committee  ?  Mr.  Masterman  : 
No ;  the  Insurance  Committees  do  not  report  to  me  par- 
ticulars of  those  insured  persons  whom  they  allow  to 
make  their  own  arrangements. — Sir  J.  D.  Rees  :  Would 
he  be  so  good  as  to  make  inquiries  ? — The  question  is  to 
be  repeated  on  May  5. 

"  Insurance  Quality." — During  the  debate  on  the 
National  Insurance  Act  on  Wednesday  evening,  Mr. 
H.  W.  Forster  said  that  people  have  complained  to  him 
rather  strongly  on  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  medicines 
which  doctors  prescribe ;  in  some  cases  the  medicine  had 
not  arrived  for  some  days.  This  is  a  great  scandal. 
What  is  the  use  of  doctors  prescribing  unless  the 
medicine  can  be  got?  He  hoped  the  Commissioners 
would  give  the  matter  their  attention.  The  Chancellor 
of  the  Exchequer  had  also  promised  that  the  poor  man 
who  had  never  been  able  to  get  medicines  if  they  were 
expensive  should  do  so,  but  it  would  mean  absolute  ruin 
to  chemists  if  these  were  supplied.  There  are,  he  stated, 
two  classes  of  drugs  used  in  the  making  up  of  medicines 
— one  of  Insurance  quality,  and  one  of  better  quality. 
An  hon.  member  interjected  "  No;  that  is  not  true,"  and. 
Mr.  Forster  replied  :  If  hon.  gentlemen  will  look  at  the 
thing  from  a  reasonable  point  of  view  they  will  see  that 
the  quickest  way  to  kill  the  suggestion  is  to  have  it  out  at 
once.  He  would  be  glad  if  he  had  done  anything  to  kill  a 
scandalous  reflection  on  the  honesty  of  those  engaged  in 
the  business  of  chemists.  He  went  about  the  country  a 
good  deal,  and  found  general  dissatisfaction  with  the 
quality  of  the  medical  service  given. 

There  was  no  official  reply  to  Mr.  Forster,  as  the 
division  was  taken  immediately  after  he  6poke. 

Nurses'  Registration. 
The  Prime  Minister  received  at  the  House  of  Commons 
on  Monday  a  deputation  from  the  Central  Committee  for 
State  Registration  of  Trained  Nurses  and  other  bodies, 
who  asked  for  facilities  for  the  passage  of  a  Bill  through 
Parliament  establishing  the  State  registration  of  nurses. 
With  the  deputation  were  Sir  Victor  Horsley,  Lady 
Helen  Munro-Ferguson,  and  Dr.  Cox,  of  the  British 
Medical  Association.  Mr.  Asquith  replied  that  docu- 
ments which  had  been  sent  him  showed  that  the  oppo- 
sition to  the  Bill  to  date  was  of  a  more  menacing  and 
formidable  form  than  heretofore,  and  came  from  ninety- 
one  chairmen  of  hospitals,  sixty-six  matrons  of  London 
hospitals,  178  matrons  of  provincial  hospitals,  432  nurses, 
and  133  doctors.  He  did  not  say  they  were  right,  but  it 
showed  that  it  was.  impossible  to  say  there  was  any- 
thing like  unanimity  in  the  medical  profession  or  even 
the  nursing  profession,  and  there  would  be  very  vigorous 
hostility  in  the  House  of  Commons.  In  those  circum- 
stances he  was  obliged  to  have  regard  to  the  exigencies 
of  the  Parliamentary  situation,  and  until  they  had  sub- 
stantially mitigated  the  somewhat  formidable  opposition 
he  could  not  honestly  say  that  any  Government  could 
itself  give  facilities  in  its  own  time,  or,  in  other  words, 
practically  adopt  the  Bill  as  a  Government  measure. 
He  suggested  that  they  might  take  into  counsel  or 
negotiation  some  of  the  more  authoritative  and  repre- 
sentative of  the  present  opponents  and  critics  and  see 
whether  it  would  be  possible  to  jointly  elaborate  pro- 
posals which  would  command  substantially  a  great  body 
of  the  medical  and  nursing  profession. 
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TRADE  NOTES. 


"Hernicura"  Trusses.— In  Messrs.  John  Morgan 
Davis  &  Sons'  advertisement  last  week  the  price  of  the 
double  truss  was  incorrectly  given  as  29s.  per  dozen  instead 
of  39s. 

Mythol,  the  new  tooth-paste,  made  by  Mr.  Arthur 
Berliner,  Worship  Street,  London,  E.G.,  has  been  put  on 
the  P.A.T.A.  list.  Mr.  Berliner  makes  in  this  issue  a 
special  offer  to  chemists. 

Extensions  have  been  mads  at  the  Carlton  Hill 
Laboratories  of  Messrs.  C.  E.  Fulford,  Ltd.,  Leeds, 
who  have  taken  a  new  four-storey  building  opposite 
their  present  premises.  The  new  building  is  to  be  used 
as  the  headquarters  of  the  firm's  advertising  schemes. 

Schutze's  Sundries. — A  new  edition  of  No.  3  List 
issued  by  Messrs.  Schutze  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Black  Bull  Works, 
London,  N.,  is  being  distributed.  This  contains  full 
particulars  of  the  new  season's  bathing-caps,  sponge-bags, 
etc.,  referred  to.  in  our  last  issue  (index  folio  643). 
Those  who  have  not  received  the  list  should  send  their 
business  card  to  Messrs.  Schutze  &  Co. 

Stock  Labels. — Messrs.  James  Townsend  &  Sons, 
chemists'  printers,  Exeter  and  London,  have  issued  a 
new  list  of  stock  labels,  cartons,  envelopes,  and  wrappers. 
This  is  a  seventy-four  page  booklet  giving  sizes  and 
prices  of  the  thousand  and  one  labels  printed  by  the 
firm  for  chemists'  use.  Many  examples  of  coloured  labels 
reproduced  by  Messrs.  Townsend  are  also  pasted  on  the 
leaves.  The  list  will  be  supplied  to  those  who  have  not 
received  one  on  receipt  of  business  postcard. 

Good  Advertising  is-  not  always  associated  with  artistic 
merit,  and  when  we  get  a  new  combination  of  both  it- 
deserves  mention.  This  is  provided  in  "  The  Field  "  of 
April  26,  which  contains  an  exceedingly  pretty  advertise- 
ment of  Wright's  Coal  Tar  Soap.  It  is  a  medallion  por- 
trait of  a  typical  English  girl,  which  is  printed  in  colours 
by  the  half-tone  process,  but  the  predominant  colour  is 
mauve.  The  portrait  is  inserted  in  an  oblong  plaque 
design  with  very  few  words,  but  these  are  to  the  point. 

Enule  Epinine  Suppositories,  containing  ^  gr. 
of  epinine,  are  now  sold  by  Messrs.  Burroughs 
Wellcome  &  Co.,  Snow  Hill.  Buildings,  London,  E.C. 
Epinine,  a  synthetic  product,  resembles  in  its  action 
the  active  principle  of  the  suprarenal  gknd,  and  is 
employed  in  haemorrhage  from  the  bowels  due  to  piles 
or  other  conditions.  The  suppositories  are  of  the  special 
club-shape  associated  with  these  products,  and  each  is 
enclosed  in  a  tinfoil  envelope,  readily  removable.  Twelve 
are  packed  in  a  neat  silver-and-blue  decorated  box. 

Chemists'  Exhibition.— This  Exhibition  opens  on 
May  5  at  the  Holland  Park  Skating  Eink,  Shepherd's 
Bush,  London,  W.,  and  remains  open  until  the  evening 
of  May  9.    Among  the  exhibitors  are  the  following  : 

W.  B.  Cartwright,  Ltd.,  Rawdon,  Stand  B. 

Th°s-   Christy  &  Co.,   Old  Swan  Lane,  London  EC 
stand  82.  '  ' 

Daisy,  Ltd.,  Leeds,  Stand  7. 

Eucryl,  Ltd.,  Southwark,  S.E.,  Stands  139  to  142 

Z  i']odner  &  Sons  (Gloucester),  Ltd.,  Gloucester,  Stands 
ioy  to 

Hoffmann -La  Roche  Chemical  Works,  Ltd.,  Idol  Lane 
London,  E.C.,  Stand  162. 

Homocea,  Ltd.,  Stand  105. 

Q/cilimQanC°-'  Ltd"  King's  Road-  St-  Psoras,  London,  N.W., 

J.  G.  Ingram  &  Son,  Hackney  Wick,  Stand  93 
Jewsbury  &  Brown,  Manchester,  Stands  108  and  109 

J.  DD7J°'S'8phs  &  'Sons>  Ltd'-  01d  Street-  London,  E.C, 
fetand  87. 

Lescol  Perfumery  Co.,  Camberwell  Green   SE    Stand  75 
K.  A.  Lister  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Dursley,  Stand  149 
M.  Ivel,  Ltd..  Battersea,  Stands  50,  51  and  60 
bangers,  258  Euston  Road,  London  N  W 
SunOS'    Warner  &   Co-    Fore   Street>    London,  E.C, 

Buttle;  &  Silverlook,  Ltd.,  Blackfriars  Road,  London, 
b.ii.,  istands  73  and  76. 

Viscose  Development  Co.,  Ltd.',  Bromley,  Stand  92 
«,  Wait-and-See  Proprietary,  Lambeth  Palace  Road,  London, 
b.W.,  Stands  49  and  61. 


Clips  for  Collapsible  Tubes  are  now  a  necessity,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  contents  oozing  out  at  the  bottom.  Messrs. 
John  J.  Griflin  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Kingsway,  London,  supply 
them,  and  show  in  their  advertisement  this  week  what  they 
are  and  what  they  do. 


Postal  Address: 

C.  &  D.  INFORMATION  DEPARTMENT,  42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 
Telegraphic  Address:  "CHEMICUS  CANNON  LONDON  "  (two  words). 
Telephone  Number:  BANK  852  (two  lines). 


INFORMATION  WANTED. 

Would  any  reader  who  knows  please  inform  us  by  postcard  or 
telephone  of  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  agents  or  makers  of 
the  articles  mentioned  in  the  following:  inquiries  :  — 

57/48.    "  Creotin  "  :  supply. 
54/39.    "  Ateritol  "  :  supply. 
69/55.    "Laxoids":  supply. 
53/21.    "Gapeicide"  for  fowls. 
48/58.    "  Anserol  "  embrocation.  . 
57/4.    "  Velma  "  cream:  makers. 
55/60.    Hidehamer's  food  :  supply. 
43/54.    "  Onjcide,"  for  plant  pests. 
59/550.    "  Intestinoid  Co."  :  address. 
57/19.    "  Frigidin  "  pomade  :  makers. 
61/16.    "  Allon  Lactic  "  :  who  supplies? 
50/73.    "  Sgazolo,"  a  remedy  for  phthisis. 
55/600.    "  Will  o'  the  Wisp"  magic  pills. 
45/8.    Elixir  Anti-diabetique  (Grandsire). 
58/26.    "  New  Era  "  hair-brush  :  supply. 
54/39.    "  Waveine  "  :  makers  or  suppliers. 
54/66.    "  Vasoform  "  :  makers  or  suppliers. 
57/20.    "  Serpent  "  'brand  spectacle-cases  :  supply. 
53/27.    Stapleton-Edwards'  gout-mixture:  makers. 
61/43.    "  Nach  Fellow's  Bronchial  Leaflets":  supply. 
53/21.    "  Champion  "  perforators  for  Insurance  scripts. 
55/62.    American  Crayon  Co.,  of  Lowell,  Mass.,  U.S.A.  : 
British  agents. 

INFORMATION  SUPPLIED. 

During-  the  past  week  we  have  answered  inquiries  as  to  where  the 
following:  articles  are  obtainable  wholesale.  We  shall  be  g:lad  to 
repeat  the  information  to  others  who  send  to  this  Department  a 
stamped  and  addressed  envelope  for  the  purpose. 

Actina,  59/36  !  Labern's  perfumery,  50/56 

"Ako"  depilatory,  55/60  j  Leather's  ozonator,  58/43 
Allen's  (Dr.)  Indian  saline,  !  Manganesite  paste,  55/62 


57/52 

Ampoules,  filling  and  pack- 
ing, 48/65 

Antidolorin,  56/69 

Artificial  musk  (for  Japan), 
58/55 

"  Astine  "  toilet  soap,  54/250 
Betol,  55/61 
Boracic  socks,  52/39 
Bracher's  water-condenser, 

54/45 
Branovim,  55/56 
Celmo,  58/27 
Cleminite,  60/29 
Clenvet  hat-cloths,  57/360 
"Climax"  weed-killer,  55/60 
"  Cosmydor  "  soap,  52/16 
"  Cutoxine  "  cattle-wash, 

59/33 
Cystopurin,  55/58 
Dermo-plastin,  56/17 
"End  Runner"  mills,  58/44 
"Feather-edge"  rubber 

sponges,  61/13 
Fountain  pen   and  clinical 

thermometer  (combined), 

57/5  _ 

Glycerin     (for     export  to 

Japan),  58/552  - 
"Hygiama,"  60/42 
Ichthamol,  60/68 
Kelly's  expanding  douches, 

61/15 

Kephaldol  tablets,  55/260 


Medical  Packing  Co.'s  spe- 
cialities, 55/4 
Nervo-Vita  (Pinnin'rton), 

54/26 
Oxygen-baths,  57/18 
Parmint,  55/26 
Paper  bottles,  55/65 
Pinex,  55/251 

"  Prizetta "     lily  perfume, 

57/36 
Prothemin,  5/26 
Protogen,  57/4 
Pumice-stone,  shaped,  41/74 
Ratox,  55/60 

Red  Bone  marrow-extract, 
52/13 

Rigaud's  perfumery,  61/14 

"Sibka,"  58/43 

Sir  Hiram  Maxim's  "  Pipe 

of  Peace,"  40/42 
Stearine  (Japanese  inquiry), 

58/550 

Tar  oils  (from  blast-fur- 
naces), 38/41 

Textile  dyes  (English  manu- 
facturers), 42/25 

Thermal  flask,  54/40 

Thiodine,  38/72 

"Universal"  ant-killer, 
56/68 

Vapaform  lamp,  55/59 
Vasogen,  52/15 
Water  stills,  50/42 
Water  vibrators,  43/40 
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OBSERVATIONS   AND  REFLECTIONS. 

By  Xrayser  II. 


The  Colonial  Circulation 

of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist  as 
shown  by  the  lists  of  900  towns  and  cities,  is  an  eye- 
opener  to  me.  I  cannot  say  that  it  ever  struck  me  before 
that  week  by  week  I  am  addressing  readers  in  the  Far 
East,  the  Far  West,  the  heart  of  Africa,  and  the  isles  of 
the  sea,  who  read  the  message  weeks  after  it  has  been' 
printed,  just  as  much  as  the  men  and  women  in  this 
country  who  will  feel  aggrieved  if  they  do  not  find  the 
0.  &  D.  on  their  breakfast  table  every  Friday  morning. 
Your  cosmopolian  circulation  is,  I  should  think,  unique 
among  trade  journals,  and  I  have  little  doubt  that  it  helps 
to  explain  the  extraordinary  influence  of  the  C.  cfc  D. 
Advertisers  must  feel  absolute  confidence  that  they  are 
in  the  proper  trading  swim,  for  it  is  impossible  for  a 
manufacturer  to  cast  his  net  over  the  whole  world  week 
by  week  without  getting  hauls  of  business  in  some  quarter 
or  other.  If  he  does  not,  there  is  something  wrong  with 
his  method  of  advertising. 

'In  an  Imperfect,  Colonial  Sort  of  Way," 

was  in  the  sixties 

of  last  century  George  Eliot's  phrase  for  anything 
perfunctorily  done  for  people  in  whom  one  took  little 
interest,  the  gibe  being,  of  course,  levelled  not  at  the 
Colonies  but  at  the  officials  at  home  who  were  responsible 
for  them.  It  has  long  since  lost  whatever  point  it  may 
have  had,  and  Colonial  pharmacy  has  kept  pace  with  the 
immense  growth  in  importance  and  popular  estimation  of 
the  Colonies  themselves.  Even  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
has  awoke  to  the  fact  that  (as  the  Irishman  said)  recipro- 
city should  not  be  all  on  one  side,  and  pharmacists  at 
home  generally  are  almost  as  much  concerned  for  the 
prosperity  of  their  colonial  brethren  as  for  their  own. 
There  are,  indeed,  but  few  of  us  who  have  not  a  friend 
or  relative  in  the  business  somewhere  at  "  the  world's 
far  end,"  and  I  have  one  who  for  several  years  ran  a 
pharmacy  at  one  and  the  same  time  in  Cheshire  and  New 
Zealand.  Your  sketch  of  the  progress  of  pharmaceutical 
education  in  the  distant  parts  of  the  Empire,  and  your  lists 
of  nearly  900  places  abroad  in  which  the  C.  <£•  D.  is  taken 
and  read,  will  stir  a  sympathetic  chord  in  the  breast  of 
all  your  readers,  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how 
far  your  influence  has  helped  in  the  movement  you 
chronicle.  Certainly  it  has  been  a  factor  of  no  small 
importance,  one,  indeed,  the  value  of  which  cannot  be 
estimated,  and  we  might  say  without  exaggeration  that 
your  journal  is  the  strpngest  visible  bond  of  unity 
between  British  pharmacists  at  home  and  abroad.  One 
cannot  glance  at  your  pages  without  being  reminded  afresh 
every  week  that  we  are  all  one  body,  vitally  united  in  a 
common  bond  of  interest,  and  having  a  common  ambition 
to  uphold  the  honour  and  prosperity  of  the  profession  to 
which  we  belong. 

The  Famine  in  Gum  Arabic 

that  followed  the  Mahdist  re- 
bellion in  the  Sudan  in  the  'eighties  is  recalled  by  Mr. 
Stanley  Ward's  exceedingly  instructive  paper  on  the  col- 
lection of  Sudan  acacia  gums.  For  some  ten  years  picked 
Kordofan  gum  brought  a  very  high  price,  and  indeed 
gum  arabic  generally  reached  figures  up  till  that  time 
unheard  of.  The  result  was  that  gums  began  to  come 
from  all  parts  of  Africa — Morocco,  Senegambia,  and  the 
Cape.  India  also  opened  up  her  stores  and  sent  us  gums 
of  other  varieties  than  acacia.  The  younger  generation 
of  pharmacists  cannot  recall  these  events,  but  to  the  older 
men  among  us  they  are  indelibly  associated  with  stirring 
times  politically,  when  the  fate  of  the  heroic  Gordon 
hung  in  the  balance,  and  later  the  battle  of  Omdurman 


and  the  fall  of  Khartoum,  with  the  consequent  reconquest 
of  the  Sudan.  For  the  first  time  I  learn  from  Mr.  Ward's 
article  the  explanation  of  the  darkness  in  colour  of  pieces 
of  gum  often  found  in  cheaper  acacias.  My  experience  is 
that  the  dark  gum  is  just  as  good  for  adhesive  and 
stiffening  purposes  as  the  finest  picked  gum,  but  of  course 
it  makes  a  dark-coloured  mucilage.  I  used  to  wonder 
whether  these  dark  pieces  came  from  a  different  variety, 
but  Mr.  Ward  entirely  clears  up  this  point. 

The  Acacia, 

or  Egyptian  Thorn,  as  it  was  called  in  English, 
has  an  interesting  history  both  in  legend  and  in  commerce. 
Our  liberal  forefathers  were  not  critical  as  to  sources, 
and  though  they  distinguished  between  the  Egyptian  and 
the  Pontic  acacias,  their  gum  arabic  appears  to  have  been 
very  much  "  of  sorts."  Brookes,  late  in  the  eighteenth 
century,  describes  it  as  "blackish  Brown  without,  and 
reddish  or  of  a  dusk  Yellow  within,"  adding,  moreover, 
that  "the  German  Acacia  is  most  common  in  the  shops." 
This  German  article  was  really  the  inspissated  juice  of 
the  sloe,  formerly  official  as  Succus  Prunorum  sylvestrium, 
seu  Acacia  Germanica.  Alleyne  more  critically  says  that 
the  best  gum  is  that  in  smaller  pieces  and  of  a  white 
colour ;  he  gives  Egypt  and  Arabia  as  its  sources,  and 
we  may  infer  that  most  of  it  was  the  product  of  Acacia 
Seyal.  Rauwolff  records  that  he  found  this  tree  on  the 
banks  of  the  Euphrates  of  an  extraordinary  size.  I  was 
interested  in  looking  over  the  fourth  volume  of  Greek 
Papyri  in  the  British  Museum  (recently  published  under 
the  editorship  of  Mr.  H.  I.  Bell)  to  find  that  during  the 
Arab  occupation  of  Egypt,  and  presumably  before,  every 
cultivated  acacia  in  the  country  was  numbered  and  taxed, 
the  rate  of  composition  for  this  impost  being  noted  in 
one  of  the  documents  (about  700-720  a.d.)  as  1  solidus 
12  carats,  or  17s.  3tf.  of  our  money,  per  tree,  but  of 
course  the  purchasing  power  would  be  much  greater  then 
than  now.  It  was  mainly  for  its  timber  that  the  acacia 
was  grown,  being  from  its  hardness  particularly  suitable 
for  shipbuilding.  It  is  said  to  be  the  ancient  shittim 
wood,  and  the  "burning  bush"  of  Sinai,  and  to  have 
supplied  the  thorns  for  our  Saviour's  crown.  In  medicine 
the  gum  was  used  as  a  styptic,  for  cooling  applications  in 
erysipelas,  etc.,  and  especially  for  inflamed  eyes.  The 
English  traveller,  Sir  Henry  Middleton,  records  with  glee 
the  good  trade  he  did  in  it  at  Cape  Guardafui  in  1610 
through  being  mistaken  for  a  Mussulman  :  had  he  been 
known  for  a  "  Frank  "  it  w'ould  have  cost  him  much  more. 

The  Privy  Council 

and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  are  not, 
it  seems,  on  speaking  terms.  I  do  not  know  whether  the. 
P.C.  who  suffers  from  a  headache  is  as  careful  to  avoid 
personal  contact  with  the  Ph.C.  who  supplies  him  with 
the  antidote,  but  in  their  official  capacity  they  never  meet, 
and  can  only  communicate  with  one  another  through  inter- 
mediaries. Perhaps  this  unfortunate  disability,  which  is 
no  doubt  a  survival  of  the  divinity  which  doth  hedge  a 
king,  and,  as  such,  sacred  from  criticism,  may  in  part 
account  for  the  dilatory  character  of  the  Privy  Council's 
proceedings  with  regard  to  the  Poisons  Schedule,  of  which 
Mr.  Allen  complains.  The  Pharmaceutical  Council  first  , 
explains  its  views  to  its  own  expert,  who  then  explains 
them  to  the  superior  Council's  expert,  who  in  turn 
explains  them  to  that  Right  Honourable  Body  itself.  It 
needs  little  imagination  and  a  very  slight  acquaintance 
with  the  Circumlocution  Office  to  understand  how  this 
works.  But  there  is  another  bar  to  progress.  The  Privy 
Council,  says  Mr.  Allen,  is  more  concerned  about  com- 
mercial interests  than  about  the  safety  of  the  public. 
These  commercial  interests  are,  of  course,  those  of  much 
bigger  people  than  the  poor  pharmacist,  for  I  never  heard 
that  ours  were  matters  of  concern  to  any  Government. 
However,  we  get  the  schedule  enlarged  a  little, now  and 
then,  thanks  mainly  to  Messieurs  les  Assassins. 
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SLUGS  IN  GARDENS. 

They  have  their  exits  and  their  entrances,  hut  there 
is  no  entrance  when  Sanitas  Po.\deris  used.  This 
is  a  fact  which  all  retailers  should  take  note  of, 
and  tell  their  customers  when  they  want  a  house- 
hold disinfecting  powder  that  the  "Sanitas" 
preparation  serves  a  double  purpose  ;  (l)  it  is  a 
reliable  deodorant  and  microbe-killer  for  use  in 
closets,  drain  openings,  and  the  like ;  (2)  to  keep  slugs 
out  cf  the  garden  by  sprinkling  the  powder  all  round 
the  bottom  of  the  fence.  Mr.  W.  P.  Wright,  in 
The  Garden,  Week  by  Week,  says  : — ■' '  The  par- 
ticular hint  I  am  going  to  give  you  about  slugs  is  to 
scatter  '  Sanitas  '  Powder  on  the  soil  amongst  the 
plants.  Slugs  simply  loathe  it." 
Since  the  Sanitas  Company  Ltd.  brought  these 
facts  to  the  knowledge  of  the  trade,  they  have 
noticed  that  many  chemists  have  much  increased 
their  sales  of  Sanitas  Powder  and  added  to  their 
incomes.  Special  showcards  can  be  obtained  on 
^application  to — ■ 

THE  SANITAS  COMPANY  LIMITED, 

LOCKSLEY    STREET,    LIMEHOUSE,   LONDON,  E. 


SCHACHT,  WARNER  &  CO., 

55  FORE  STREET,  E.C. 

Chemists'  Exhibition 


STAND    13  8. 
Showing 

GERMAN  &  OTHER  FOREIGN  PROPRIETARIES 

and 

SCHACHT'S  LECITHIN  PREPARATIONS. 
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(Registered  Trade  Mark) 

(PHILLIPS) 

for  special  terms  apply  to  THE  CHARLES  H.  PHILLIPS  CHEMICAL  CO., 
14  Henrietta  Street,  Covent  Carden,  W.C. 


}  PHARMACEUTICAL  FORMULAS.  (8th  Ed.)  10/-,  by  Post  10/6. 
ART  OF  DISPENSING.   (9th  Ed.)  580  pages.  6/-,  by  Post  6/4. 
VBTERINARY  COUNTER  PRACTICE.    (6th  Ed..'    4/-.  by 
Post,  4/4. 

THE  CHEMIST-OPTICIAN.   4/-  by  Post  4/3. 
itllSEASBS  AND  REMEDIES.    (4th  Ed.)  3/-.  by  Post  3/3.  , 
THE  CHEMISTS'  MEDICAL  DICTIONARY   2/6,  by  Post,  2/8. 
THE  CHEMISTS'  DICTIONARY  OF  SYNONYMS.   2/6.  by 
-ft  Post  2/8.   

"THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUCCIST,"  42  CANNON  ST.,  E.C* 


©.  S.  MUMFORD  &  SONS, 


FARRINCDOH  RD. 
LONDON,  E.C. 


Finest  ARROWROOT 

11  lb. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
FULLER'S  EARTH 

(Light  Colour) 

15/ewt. 

BICARB.  SODA 

Finest  Extra  Special 

15/cwt. 

BORACIC  ACID 
POWDER,  Finest 

34/  cwt. 

Finest  Pure 
LIQUORICE  JUICE 

/10  ib. 

No.  1  Finest  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 

24/<=wt- 

Finest  Compound 
LIQUORICE  POWDER 

18  &  1/ lb. 

No.  2  Pure 
CRUSHED  LINSEED 

No  Oil  Extracted 

23/owt. 

PUMICE  POWDER 

Extra  Finest  Levigated 

35/  cwt. 

No.  1  Finest  Light  Pure 
PRECIP.  CHALK 

25/cwt. 

Best  Cleaned 
.  LINSEED 

23/ cwt. 

EPSOM  SALTS,  E.S.S. 

Purified.  Clean,  and  Dry 
Ditto.  Medium  Crystals 

11/6  cwt. 
12/6  .. 

Finest  Pure 
STARCH  POWDER 

22/ cwt.  H 

Finest  Pure  TOILET 
OATMEAL,  SPECIAL 

32/cwt.  1 

FLOWERS  OF  SUL- 
PHUR, Finest  English 
'          Ditto.  Foreign 
|   FULLER'S  EARTH 

'.          (In  Dredgers) 

13/6cwt. 
9/6  „ 

11  12  &  16 
5/611/-22/- 

Finest  Levigated 
"WHITE  EARTH" 

(Toilet  purposes) 

18/ cwt  1 

GRIMBLE'S 

MALT 
VINEGAR. 


BRAND. 


LONDON,  N.W.,  &  EDINBURGH 


S.V.M. 

Jas.  Burrough  Ltd. 


METHYLATED  SPIRIT 

Also  RECTIFIED  SPIRIT. 

S.V.R. 

D  I.  Cale  Distillery.  Hutton  Road, 
LAMBETH,  S.E. 


t   FOR   TINCTURES,  INFUSIONS, 
AND  SYRUPS. 


FtETCHERS 
CONCENTRATED 

LIQUORS 


Sole  Proprietors :  ' 
FLETCHER,  FLETCHER,  &  CO.,  Ltd. 
London  and  Sydney. 


'/  Carriage  Paid  to  rai!way  stations  i 
^  made  for  distances  beyond).  Terr 


ithin  200  miles  of  London  (or  allowance 
is  less  2$  per  cent.  Cash  or  1  month  net. 


Editorial  Articles. 


B.P.C.  Presidential  Survey. 

Henry  Deane,  1863-65. 

This  year  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference  begins 
the  second  half  of  its  first  century,  and  as  the  time  draws 
nigh  it  is  fitting  to  recall  the  earlier  days  of  the  Confer- 
ence, and  to  judge  from  the  Presidents  what  manner  of 
men  the  members  were  and  the  work  they  did.  We  are  for- 
tunate in  having  published,  at  a  time  when  portraiture 
was  not  a  common  journalistic  feature,  portraits  of  the' 
Presidents,  and  we  propose  to  reproduce  these  where 
possible  so  as  to  show  what  these  stalwarts  were  actually 
like  when  they  occupied  the  presidential  chair.  The 
preliminary  announcement  of  the  Conference  given  in  the 
0.  &  D.,  August  15,  1863,  was  to  this  effect  : 

"  Fifty  members  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  including 
four  of  the  Council,  have  invited  their  brother  members  to 
unite  in  a  Conference,  to  be  held  in  Newcastle-upon-Tyne 
during  the  meeting  of  the .  British  Association  for  the 
Advancement  of  Science,  which  commences  August  26th, 
1863." 

John  Attfield,  Henry  Bowman  Brady,  and  Richard 
Reynolds  were  the  moving  spirits,  and  when  the  meeting 
was  held  at  Baker's  Hotel,  Newcastle,  on  September  'I, 
Mr.  Brady  acted  as  Provisional  Secretary,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Deane  occupied  the  chair.  Bentley,  Attfield,  Burford, 
Wood,  Symons,  and  S.  Gale  were  present  from  London; 
Dr.  Edwards  from  Liverpool,  Parkinson  and  Rim- 
mington  from  Bradford,  Metcalf  from  Hull,  F.  Sutton 
from  Norwich,  Stanford  from  Glasgow,  Reynolds  from 
Leeds,  and  T.  B.  Groves  from  Weymouth,  besides  the 
local  pharmacists.  In  those  days,  more  than  the  present, 
pharmacists  were  active  members  of  the  British  Asso- 
ciation. Hence  the  meeting.  Henry  Deane  was  a  micro- 
scopist  of  note,  and  a  good  all-round  worker  in  science 
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and  pharmacy,  besides  being  a  sound  retail  pharmacist. 
He  had  then  just  entered  into  his  fifty-seventh  year,  and 
was  taking  a  keen  interest  in  his  business  at  Clapham. 
He  had  been  associated  with  the  Howards  of  Stratford, 
Essex,  his  native  place,  as  his  father  was  an  intimate 
friend   of   John   Gibson,   then   a  partner   in  Howard, 


FT 


.   i 

Henri'  Deane,  F.L.S., 
First  President  of  the  British  Pharmaceutical  Conference. 
From  a  lithograph  portrait  published  as  a  supplement  to  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist,  November  15,  1870. 

Jewel  &  Gibson,  and  he  had  the  run  of  their  laboratory 
before  he  was  apprenticed  at  Reading  with  Joseph 
Fardon.  After  that  he  went  to  Bell's  in  Oxford  Street, 
remaining  there  with  an  interval  of  two  years,  until  in 
1837,  with  the  assistance  of  Richard  Hotham  Pigeon  and 
other  friends,  he  took  over  the  Clapham  business.  This 
he  carried  on  until  his  sudden  death  in  Dover  on  April  4, 
1874. 

Deane  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
■Society,  was  appointed  an  Examiner  in  1844,  elected  to 
the  Council  in  1851,  at  once  becoming  Vice-President,  and 
two  years  later  President.  His  gifts  in  that  capacity,  as 
well  as  the  universal  recognition  of  his  abilities  and 
tact,  and  his  participation  at  the  time  in  the  compilation 
of  the  first  British  Pharmacopoeia,  made  him  peculiarly 
suitable  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Conference  inaugural 
meeting.  He  made  a  brief  speech  on  the  occasion,  the 
most  significant  utterance  being  that  "  the  Conference 
would  be  essentially  provincial  in  its  operation."  After 
him  spoke  Bentley,  Attfield,  and  others,  and  the  Con- 
ference was  duly  formed.  Then  the  constitution  and 
rules  were  adopted,  which  are  still  in  force  with  one  or 
two  verbal  alterations — a  circumstance  significant  of  the 
fact  that  the  foundation  was  well  laid.  At  an  evening 
meeting  on  the  same  day  B.  S.  Proctor  read  a  paper  on 
Weights  and  Measures,  and  H.  B.  Brady  one  on 
four  cases  of  glaring  adulteration,  after  which  the 
members  supped  together.  The  officers  elected  in  the 
afternoon  were  : 

President :  Henry  Deane,  F.L.S. 

Vice-Presidents:  Dr.  Edwards,  F.C.S.,  Professor  Red- 
wood, Ph.D.,  F.C.S.,  Professor  Bentley,  F.L.S.,  R.  W. 
Giles. 

Treasurer:  H.  B.  Brady,  F.L.S.,  F.C.S. 


General  Secretaries:    R.  Reynolds,  F.C.S. ,  J.  Attfield, 
Ph.D.,  F.C.S. 
Local  Secretary,  Bath:  J.  C.  Pooley. 

Committee  :  D.  Hanbury,  B.  S.  Proctor,  A.  F.  Hasleden, 
T.  B.  Groves,  F.C.S.,  S.  Gale,  F.  Sutton,  F.C.S.,  E.  Wood, 
J.  P.  Tiley,  W.  D.  Savage. 

Adulteration  Committee  :  Messrs.  Sutton,  Rimmington, 
Groves,  Attfield,  Reynolds,  Proctor. 

Of  these  men  Mr.  Francis  Sutton  is  the  only  survivor. 
If  this  inaugural  meeting  is  counted  as  one  of  the  series 
the  meeting  of  1913  is  the  fifty-first  of  the  series,  but 
officially  the  first  annual  meeting  was  the  one  which 
commenced  in  Bath  on  Wednesday,  September  14,  1864. 
It  had  one  session  on  that  day,  one  on  the  Thursday,  and 
a  third  on  the  Monday  following.  Mr.  Deane's  Pre- 
sidential Address  was  devoted  to  the  British  Pharma- 
copoeia, then  just  published,  and  very  much  deplored  in 
England.  Mr.  Deane  explained  the  difficulties  of  recon- 
ciling the  standards  of  three  countries,  and  passed  from 
this  topic  to  the  sale  and  dispensing  of  medicines,  with 
special  reference  to  poisons,  this  subject  being-  the 
feature  of  the  meeting,  as  it  was  the  trade  topic  of  the 
time,  consequent  on  the  attempts  at  poison  legislation 
which  culminated  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868.  The  Con- 
ference had  by  this  time  a  membership  of  about  150, 
and  was  most  active,  for  more  than  a  score  of  papers 
were  communicated  and  discussed.  We  name  three  only, 
as  their  authors  are  still  with  us — viz.,  "On  Commercial 
Carbonate  of  Bismuth,"  by  Mr.  C.  Umney ;  "On  the 
Purity  of  Foreign  Iodide  of  Potassium,"  by  Mr.  F.  C. 
Clayton ;  and  "  On  Commercial  Wine  of  Iron,"  by 
Mr.  F.  Sutton,  F.C.S'.  A  report  on  the  prevention  of 
accidental  poisoning,  by  a  Bath  committee  (J.  Raymond 
King,  J.  H.  Marsh,  F.  W.  Kent,  and  John  B.  Merrikin) 
led  to  the  formulation  of  "  suggestions  "  by  the  Confer- 
ence, which  are  substantially  the  basis  of  the  poison 
regulations  now  statutory.  The  second  annual  meeting 
was  in  Birmingham  on  September  5,  1865,  again  under 
Mr.  Deane's  presidency.  The  report  stated  that  a 
hundred  members  had  been  added,  but  the  accounts 
showed  that  only  117  had  paid.  Mr.  Deane's  Address 
was  brief,  and  included  a  resume  of  progress,  with  an 
indictment  of  "  unhealthy  and  unquestionable  competi- 
tion," cutting  having  then  become  a  serious  factor  in 
pharmacy.  Twenty-eight  papers  were  read  and  dis- 
cussed. Communications  from  Germany  and  the  United 
States  established  international  relations.  The  meeting 
lasted  from  Tuesday  to  Friday,  a  conversazione  being 
given  on  the  last  day,  followed  by  a  supper.  Notting- 
ham was  selected  as  the  next  meeting-place,  with  Pro- 
fessor Bentley  as.  President.  The  Deane  period  is  dis- 
tinctive in  the  history  of  the  Conference  because  it  was  a 
very  good  beginning,  and  Henry  Deane  was  the  only  mar 
who  occupied  the  presidential  chair  in  three  successive 
years. 


International  Pharmacopoeia. 

Scientific  progress  is  now  international,  and  through  th< 
medium  of  the  professional  Press  each  advance  recorded 
in  some  foreign  country  is  rendered  accessible  to  all 
engaged  in  the  same  branch  of  study  or  research  through- 
out the  world.  But  to-day  it  is  not  the  problem  of  a 
common  tongue,  such  as  Latin  in  the  Middle  Ages,  whicl 
must  be  solved  ;  the  difficulty  lies  in  another  direction, 
Science  in  all  its  branches  has  become  so  complex  that  a 
number  of  more  or  less  generally  recognised  standard 
terms  have  to  be  employed,  and  comprehension  of  some 
new  discovery  or  progress,  and  its  intelligent  utilisation 
are  based  on  the  uniform  value  of  certain  expressions. 
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In  medicine  and  in  pharmacy  uniformity  in  the  strength  of 
preparations  answering  to  identical  names  is  the  first  postu- 
late for  an  interrrationalisation  of  therapeutics,  and  the 
first  step  towards  the  attainment  of  this  ideal  was  effected 
at  the  1902  Brussels  Conference  on  the  Unification  of 
Pharmacopoeial^ Formulas  of  Potent  Drugs.  Much  remains 
to  be  done,  however,  before  absolute  uniformity  as  regards 
the  strength  and  method  of  assay  is  attained  in  the  case 
of  several  potent  drugs,  with  regard  to  which  variations 
still  exist  between  several  Pharmacopoeias.  It  is  at  this 
moment,  when  the  demand  for  a  fresh  conference  is  being 
heard,  that  Professor  Tschirch  comes  forward  with  a  com- 
munication to  the  "  Schweizerische  Wochenschrift  fur 
Chemie  und  Pharmazie,"  drawing  attention  to  the  waste 
of  energy  which  at  present  takes  place  by  each  country 
conducting  its  pharmacopoeial  research  work  practically 
independently  of  the  advances  recorded  in  other  countries, 
60  that  a  great  deal  of  work  is  often  unnecessarily  dupli- 
cated. On  the  other  hand,  each  country  has  a  tendency  to 
give  preference  to  the  work  published  in  its  own  language, 
so  that  the  advances  achieved  in  other  countries  are  either 
ignored  or  a  knowledge  of  them  is  gained  only  through  the 
medium  of  an  abstract.  He  proposes  that  an  International 
Pharmacopoeia  Bureau,  with  its  seat  in  Berne,  should  be 
established  with  the  object  of  collecting  all  publications 
referring  to  pharmacopoeial  revision,  the  analysis  and  assay 
of  drugs.  Annually  a  volume  of  abstracts  of  such  publica- 
tions would  be  issued  by  this  Bureau  in  French,  English, 
and  German.  The  Professor  is  of  opinion  that  the 
abstracts  could  be  contained  in  a  volume  of  about  1,000 
pages.  But  the  work  of  the  Bureau  should  not  be  con- 
fined to  abstracting  only ;  he  wishes  to  see  it  equipped 
with  a  laboratory  in  which  assay  methods  could  be  sub- 
jected to  careful  revision,  with  a  view  to  comparing  the 
methods  adopted  by  the  various  Pharmacopoeias  in  order 
to  determine  the  best  method.  The  Brussels  agreement 
merely  states  the  alkaloidal  content  of  a  drug,  but  gives  no 
method  of  assay,  so  that  the  processes  prescribed  by 
various  Pharmacopoeias  yield  varying  results.  Professor 
Tschirch  suggests  that  the  Swiss  Pharmaceutical  Society 
should  petition  the  Federal  Council  to  invite  members  of 
all  the  pharmacopoeial  commissions  to  a  conference  in  Berne 
in  order  to  discuss  his  proposal  and  possibly  establish  a 
programme  of  work. 


Western  Australian  Health  Act. 

The  Food  Standards  and  Regulations  mr.de  by  the 
Department  of  Health  of  Western  Australia  under  the 
provisions  of  the  Health  Act,  1911,  were  published  in 
the  "  Gazette  "  of  November  1,  1912,  and  various  amend- 
ments were  subsequently  given  in  the  "  Gazette "  of 
February  14,  1913.  We  printed  the  regulation  (62) 
regarding  proprietary  medicines  last  year,  and  repeat  it 
in  its  finally  amended  form  : 

1.  There  shall  be  written  in  the  principal  label  attached 
to  every  package  containing  any  patent  or  proprietary  medi- 
cine a  statement  (in  English)  of  the  ingredients  and  the 
proportions  of  the  same  in  such  medicine. 

2.  Exemption  from  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
foregoing  paragraph  will  be  granted  upon  the  following 
conditions,  and  such  exemption  will  remain  in  force  so  long 
as  such  conditions  are  complied  with  : 

(a)  That  the  particulars  required  by  the  regulation  in 
respect  of  the  medicine  for  which  exemption  is  sought 
be  deposited  with  the  Commissioner  of  Public  Health. 

(b)  That  no  change  whatever  be  made  in  the  composition 
of  the  medicine  without  such  change  being  notified  to  the 
Commissioner. 

(c)  That  the  manufacturer  or  importer  of,  or  agent  for, 
such  medicine  sign  an  undertaking  that  all  of  such  medi- 
cine sold  or  exhibited  or  intended  for  sale  in  Western 


Australia  shall  comply  with  the  particulars  deposited  in 
accordance  with  the  regulations. 

3.  All  information  deposited  with  the  Commissioner  under 
the  provisions  of  the  preceding  paragraph  (2)  shall  be  kept 
strictly  confidential  by  the  Commissioner,  and  shall  only  be 
used  for  the  purposes  of  the  Act  and  of  these  regulations. 
The  Commissioner  or  any  Public  Health  official  publishing 
or  disclosing  any  such  information  contrary  to  these  regu- 
lations shall  be  deemed  to  be  guilty  of  a  breach  thereof. 

Regulation  61  deals  with  the  declaration  of  certain 

drugs  on  labels.    The  list  of  drugs  is  as  follows  : 


Acetanilide 
Aconite 

Adrenals,  extracts 
and  prepara- 
tions of 

Alpha-eucaine 

Amyl  nitrite 

Antimony 

Arsenic 

Barium 

Belladonna 

Beta-eucaine 

Bromine 

Bromoform 

Cannabis  indica 

Cantharides 

Carbolic  acid 

Chloroform 

Chloral  hvdrate 


Oil  of  rue 
Oil  of  savin 
Oil  of  pansy 
Oil  of  parsley 
Opium 
Oxalic  acid 
Paraldehyde 
Phenazone 
Phosphorus  (free) 
Pituitary  extract 
Stramonium 
Strophantus 
Strychnine 
Sulphonal 
Thyroid  gland, 
preparations  of 
Trional 
Veronal 


Coca 
Copper 
Creasotum 
Cresylic  acid 
Cotton  root 
Digitalis 
Ergot 
Ether 
Gelsemium 
Heroin 

Hydrocyanic  acid 
Hyoscyamus 
Iodine 
Lead 
Lobelia 
Mercury 
Nitro-glycerin 
Nux  vomica 
Oil  of  pennyroyal  I 

and  other  natural  or  synthetic  hypnotic  or  analgesic  or 
antipyretic  substances,  or  any  reputed  emmenagogue  or 
abortefacient  substance,  and  any  other  drug  of  vegetable 
origin  being  or  containing  any  poisonous  alkaloid,  gluco- 
side,  or  similar  potent  principle  or  any  derivative  thereof. 

The  inclusive  nature  of  the  regulation  will  be  seen 
when  it  is  realised  that  such  harmless  substances  as 
liq.  amm.  acet.  and  tr.  cinchona?  are  roped  in  as  being 
antipyretic  substances,  borax  as  an  emmenagogue,  and 
slippery-elm  bark  as  a  "  reputed  abortefacient  substance." 
To  an  unprejudiced  observer  who  considers  the  effect  of 
this  regulation  it  would  seem  that  Regulation  62  (quoted 
above)  is  unnecessary  if  it  were  not  intended  to  destroy 
deliberately  the  property  of  the  owners  of  proprietary 
medicines. 


Society  of  Chemical  Industry. 

Sir  William  Crookes,  O.M.,  F.R.S..  is  to  be  the  next 
President  of  the  Society.  The  new  Vice-Presidents  will 
be  Sir  Richard  Garton  (London),  Sir  Hugh  Bell  (Middles- 
brough), Professor  Ellis  (Toronto),  and  Professor  Bogart 
(the  present  President).  It  will  be  remembered  that  Sir 
I.  Lowthian  Bell,  F.R.S.  (father  of  Sir  Hugh  Bell),  was 
a  President  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  Charles  Symes  of  Liverpool. 

Mr.  H.  Humphreys  Jones,  F.C.S.,  President,  and  Mr. 
John  H.  Robinson,  Hon.  Secretary,  of  the  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association,  send  us  the  subjoined  statement  : 

The  retirement  of  Dr.  Symes  from  the  Pharmaceutical 
Council  after  a  lifetime  devoted  to  the  interests  of  pharma- 
cists seems  a  fitting  occasion  for  the  expression  of  our  appre- 
ciation of  his  invaluable  services  to  the  craft.  .  The  Liverpool 
Chemists'  Association  have  unanimously  decided  to_  hold  a 
dinner  shortly  in  his  honour,  at  which  a  presentation  will 
be  made.  In  view  of  the  national  reputation  of  Dr.  Symes, 
who  may  be  aptly  described  as  the  "  Grand  Old  Man  of 
Pharmacy,"  it  is  probable  that  a  large  number  of  pharma- 
cists, up  and  down  the  country,  would  like  to  avail  them- 
selves of  the  opportunity  of  participating  in  this  public 
recognition  of  his  work.  A  fund  has  been  opened,  and  we 
shall  be  pleased  to  receive  and  acknowledge  donations, 
however  small. 

Mr.  Jones's  address  is  18  Colquitt  Street,  Liverpool;  and 
Mr.  Robinson's,  Exchange  Station  Pharmacy,  Liverpool. 
Few  have  worked  harder  than  Dr.  Symes  in  so  many 
pharmaceutical  ways,  and  this  seems  an  appropriate  occa- 
sion for  recognition  of  the  man  and  his  work. 
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National  Health  Insurance. 

Administration  of  Medical  Benefit  as  regards 
Chemists'  Interests. 

First  Quarter's  Experiences. 

Statements  communicated  by  Subscribers. 
From  a  Chemist  in  England. 

I  have  pleasure  to  hand  you  particulars  of  our  In- 
surance Dispensing  Account  for  the  first  three  months. 
There  are  twelve  on  the  panel  to  do  the  dispensing  for 
between  14,000  and  15,000  insured  persons. 

Total  forms  received  and  dispensed,  1,614  (ordinary 
1,586,  special  28).  Total  value,  45Z.  4s.  ll^d.  (average, 
6.72rf.  ;  out  of  these  1,082  are  from  4d.  to  Id.  each  in- 
clusive). Appliances  ordered  only  thirty-four  times,  and 
not  a  single  patent  medicine  unbroken  in  the  quarter. 
Profit  approximately  60  per  cent.  (52/32.) 

From  a  Chemist  in  .Scotland. 

The  following  data  cover  a  period  of  sixty-one  days 
from  January  15  : 

In  the  corresponding  periods  of  1910,  1911,  and  1912 
the  drawings  were  stationary ;  this  year  the  drawings  fell 
off  by  15  per  cent.  The  average  number  of  prescrip- 
tions dispensed  in  the  period  during  the  three  preceding 
years  was  979 ;  this  year  the  number  of  private  prescrip- 
tions has  fallen  to  563,  and  during  the  period  251  Insur- 
ance prescriptions  were  dispensed,  making  a  total  of  814, 
equalling  a  drop  for  the  period  from  the  average  of  165, 
or  for  a  year  a  drop  of  990  prescriptions.  I  find  that  for 
the  251  prescriptions  I  shall  foe  paid  11.  Is.,  as  compared 
with  13Z.  12s.  ~hd.,  the  charge  for  private  prescriptions  of 
the  same  nature.  If  I  am  paid  at  tariff  rates  for  the  In- 
surance dispensing  my  returns  will  be  10£  per  cent,  worse 
than  the  corresponding  periods  of  the  three  preceding 
years.  The  local  conditions  are  all  the  same  as  in  former 
years,  except  that  now  former  private  customers  get  their 
prescriptions,  etc.,  under  the  Insurance  Act.  That  means 
a  loss  to  this  business  of  about  40/.  per  annum,  with  no 
visible  fillip  to  business  in  other  directions;  on  the  facts 
given,  the  reverse.  The  general  tendency  downwards 
may  be  accounted  for  by  a  decrease  in  population; 
and  I  have  heard  also  of  several  insured  persons  who 
really  required  medical  attendance  plodding  along  without 
in  case  they  should  be  suspected  of  anxiety  to  have  some- 
thing off  the  Insurance  Act.  (43/44.) 

Supply  of  Drugs  to  the  Insured. 

Our  Parliamentary  correspondent  learns  that  Dr.  Smith 
Whitaker  and  his  colleagues  on  the  Committee  which  took 
evidence  hi  regard  to  the  supply  of  drugs  to  insured 
persons,  have  been  considering  their  report  in  the  course 
of  the  present  week,  and  that  its  presentation  to  Parlia- 
ment is  not  likely  to  be  delayed  unduly.  The  Committee, 
in  addition  to  the  Chairman,  consisted  of  Mr.  Walter 
Davies,  Mr.  J.  Crawford  Ledlie,  Mr.  Claud  Schuster,  and 
Dr.  Lauriston  Shaw.  It  was  charged  to  inquire  and  report 
whether,  having  regard  to  the  interests  of  insured  persons 
in  obtaining  an  efficient  and  rapid  supply  of  drugs,  medi- 
cines, and  appliances,  and  to  the  conditions  under  which 
those  articles  were  supplied  bef  ore  the  passing  of  the  Insur- 
ance Act,  any  alteration  is  necessary  in  the  conditions  laid 
down  by  Section  15  (5)  (iii)  of  the  Act  in  respect  of  the 
matter. 

Irish  Medical  Benefit. 

_  Lord  Ashby  St.  Ledgers'  Committee,  which  for  some 
time  past  has  been  inquiring  into  the  advisability  of  ex- 
tending Medical  Benefit  to  Ireland,  met  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  in  private  at  Scotland  House,  Westminster. 
Evidence  has  already  been  taken  in  Dublin,  Belfast, 
Cork,  Limerick,  and  Waterford,  and  the  two  meetings 
which  have  been  held  during  the  present  week  have  been, 
it  is  understood,  for  the  preparation  and  consideration  of 
the  report.  Some  "  wire-pulling "  with  regard  to  the 
recommendation  of  a  qualification  for  dispensers  other 
than  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland 
appears  not  to  have  brought  about  the  effect  desired — viz., 
a  public  sitting  for  consideration  of  that  proposal  with 
a  witness  or  witnesses. 


Dispensing  Arrangements. 

Reports  of  meetings  in  connection  with  the  administra- 
tion of  Medical  Benefit  so  far  as  it  affects  pharmacists. 
Aberdeen.— The  Burgh  Insurance  Committee  has  paid 
the  quarter's  account  as  rendered,  less  5  per  cent,  reserved 
until  the  checking  is  carried  through. 

Bath.— A  meeting  of  the  Bath  Pharmaceutical  Association 
was  held  on  April  25  at  the  Literary  Institute.  Mr.  Luther 
Wilson  presided  over  a  somewhat  small  attendance.  The 
Hon.  Secretary  reported  that  the  sum  of  3/.  10s.  had  been 
collected  and  forwarded  to  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing 
Committee  on  Insurance.  The  negotiations  with  regard  to 
the  adoption  locally  of  the  revised  dispensing  tariff  were 
then  explained  to  the  meeting,  from  which  it  appeared  that 
the  policy  of  bargaining  of  the  Medical  Sub-committee  had 
caused  a  great  deal  of  trouble,  but  that  there  is  the  prospect 
of  a  satisfactory  settlement.  The  triplicate  prescription- 
book  is  to  remain  in  use.  The  sub-committee  (Messrs. 
Wilson,  Hawes,  and  Hallett)  were  thanked  for  their  efforts 
on  behalf  of  the  Association,  and  a  resolution  was  passed 
authorising  the  Hon.  Secretary  to  agree  to  certain  modifica- 
tions in  tariff  prices  if  pressed  for  by  the  doctors.  Messrs. 
W.  J.  Hallett  and  J.  W.  Sampson  were  nominated  as  dele- 
gates to  the  conference  in  London  on  May  7. 

Blackpool.— The  Insurance  Committee  received  on 
April  25  last  quarter's  accounts  for  medical  attendance  and 
drugs.  Answering  a  question,  the  Chairman  said  the 
chemists'  largest  account  was  291.  19s.,  and  the  lowest 
2s.  Id. 

Cambridge.  — A  meeting  of  the  Cambridge  Pharmaceutical 
Association  was  held  on  April  25  at  Croydon  Chambers, 
Cambridge.  Mr.  J.  Evans  presided,  and  seven  members 
were  present  as  well  as  Mr.  T.  J.  Mallett  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary). The  President  gave  an  outline  of  what  had  been 
done  by  the  local  Pharmaceutical  Committee  since  the  last 
meeting.  The  Insurance  Committee  has  approved  of  the 
new  tariff,  together  with  the  penny  copying-fee.  At  the  same 
meeting  the  doctors  had  asked  and  been  granted  a  special 
fee  of  bd.  for  emergency  attendances  and  dressings.  The 
Commissioners,  however,  would  not  allow  either  of  these 
fees  unless  the  local  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees are  agreed.  With  regard  to  the  drug  fund,  most 
of  the  members  of  the  Association  have  furnished  to  the 
Secretary  the  amount  of  their  accounts,  but  there  is  tho 
serious  item  of  dispensing  doctors  to  be  taken  into  account. 
The  Insurance  Clerk  has  undertaken  to  let  the  Association 
know  roughly  the  number,  which  he  (the  President)  thought 
must  be  considerable,  in  the  county.  When  these  returns 
are  received  it  would  be  possible  to  tell  exactly  how  the 
drug  fund  stands  and  inform  the  doctors,  who  are  quite  as 
anxious  to  know.  Mr.  Barker  said  he  had  heard  that  the 
doctors  had  decided  not  to  allow  the  penny  copying-fee. 
The  President  said  in  that  case  the  chemists  naturally  would 
be  very  unwilling  to  consent  to  the  sixpenny  special  fee  to  the 
doctors.  Anyhow,  the  matter  would  bo  settled  finally  at  a 
joint  meeting.  Alderman  A.  S.  Campkin  said  that  he 
was  in  favour  of  the  doctors  using  the  duplicate  prescrip- 
tion forms,  and  at  the  local  pharmaceutical  meeting  he 
opposed  the  special  fee  of  bd.  to  the  doctors.  He  con- 
sidered that  the  doctors  are  bound  by  the  contract  to  supply 
the  chemists  with  a  duplicate  copy.  Messrs.  J.  Evans, 
H.  Church,  E.  -S.  Peck,  H.  Flanders,'  H.  F.  Cook,  and  T.  J. 
Mallett  were  delegated  to  attend  the  May  7  conference. 

Cardiganshire.  —At  a  meeting  of  the  Insurance  Com- 
mittee last  w_eek,  it  was  agreed  to  pay  panel  doctors  and 
chemists  their  accounts  for  the  quarter.  The  Clerk  re- 
ported that  the  Commissioners  have  agreed  to  the 
"  urgent "  dispensing-fees.  He  also  read  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Thomas,  chemist,  and  another  from  Mr.  Williams, 
Borth,  enclosing  extracts  from  The  Chemist  and  Druggist. 
The  Clerk  added  that  the  Committee  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  matter,  which  was  one  between  the  chemists. 

Croydon.— The  revised  tariff  has  been  agreed  to  by  the 
doctors,  chemists,  and  Insurance  Committee,  the  Chair- 
man of  which  stated  that  wholesale  prices  of  drugs  _  had 
advanced,  and  the  chemists  naturally  asked  for  some  revision 
of  prices. 

Glasgow.  — The  Insurance  Committee  has  now  distributed 
to  panel  chemists  an  amount  equal  to  75  per  cent,  of  their 
accounts  for  the  first  two  months.  Hereafter  accounts  aro 
to  be  rendered  monthly. 

Hertfordshire. — At  a  conference  held  recently  in  London 
between  the  Insurance  Medical  and  Pharmaceutical  Com- 
mittees it  was  agreed  to  continue  the  triplicate  prescription 
forms,  and  the  Insurance  Committee  are  prepared  to  recom- 
mend to  the  Insurance  Commissioners  the  alterations  as 
shown  in  the  revised  drug  tariff,  copies  of  which  can  be 
obtained  from  Mr.  D.  W.  E.  Barker,  129  High  Street,  Wat- 
ford.   Special  forms  have  been  sent  to  all  chemists  on  the 
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panel  (eighty-seven  out'  of  eighty-nine)  for  rendering 
accounts. 

Huddersneld.  —The  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee is  to  check  chemists'  prescriptions  at  51.  per  10,000. 

Isle  of  Wight.— After  protracted  negotiations,  the  new 
tariff  has  been  approved.  Great  difficulty  was  experienced 
in  obtaining  the  Medical  Committee's  guarantee  of  either 
duplicate  prescriptions  or  copying-fee.  After  several  private 
interviews,  the  chemists'  demands  were  granted,  the  clerical 
fee  being  passed,  though  in  practice  the  duplicate  prescrip- 
tion-form is  to  be  retained.  "  Rept.  mast."  is  insisted  upon, 
though  the  doctors  agree  to  give  new  "scripts"  at  the 
beginning  of  each  quarter.  Chemists  have  agreed  to  relieve 
the  drug  fund  of  the  charges  for  poison-bottles,  these  in 
future  to  be  supplied  on  deposit.  Cursory  examination  _  of 
prescriptions  from  various  parts  of  the  Island  reveals  wide 
differences  in  average  value — those  of  some  doctors  being 
about  bid.,  while  ,in  one  case  they  approximate  2  s.  Mr. 
H.  W.  Barford,  who  postponed  a  much-needed  holiday  to 
be  present,  did  good  work  at  last  Thursday's  Insurance  Com- 
mittee meeting  in  obtaining  a  promise  of  payment  of  90  per 
cent,  of  total  of  drug  bills,  the  suggestion  that  the  "  float- 
ing sixpence"  for  the  present  be  held  intact  being  out- 
voted. The  Isle  of  Wight  Pharmacists'  Association  thus 
finishes  it6  first  winter  session  with  a  record  of  good  work. 
Seven  meetings  have  been  held  since  October,  and  every 
pharmacist  enrolled,  only  three  having  failed  to  attend  any 
meeting. 

leeds.— A  special  meeting  of  the  members  of  the  Leeds 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  Grand  Central  Hotel 
on  April  23,  when  Mr.  F.  Pilkington  Sargeant  gave  an 
address  on  National  Health  Insurance.  The  chair  was  occu- 
pied by  Mr.  S.  R.  Mundell  (President),  who  was  supported 
by  a  large  attendance  of  members.  Mr.  Sai-geant  con- 
gratulated the  members  on  having  been  among  the  first,  if 
not  the  first,  pharmacists  in  the  country  to  receive  cheques 
in  payment  of  their  accounts  for  dispensing  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act.  There  had,  he  said,  been  a  certain 
proportion  of  deductions  for  overcharges,  these  having 
averaged  about  4^  per  cent.  He  remarked  upon  the  slight 
departure  of  the  Insurance  Committee  from  the  general 
acceptance  of  the  tariff  arrangements,  in  so  far  as  they 
have  decided  to  disallow  charges  for  water,  for  all  prepara- 
tions bearing  patent-medicine  stamps,  and  for  such  foods  as 
Sanatogen,  Bovril,  and  Virol,  and  said  he  thought  this 
departure  would  be  of  advantage  to  the  chemist.  The 
Insurance  Committee  had  also  decided  not  to  allow  more 
than  the  2-drachm  charge  for  amounts  less  than  2  drachms 
of  any  substance.    Votes  of  thanks  concluded  the  meeting. 

Iielth.— At  a  meeting  of  the  Leith  District  Chemists' 
Association  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  April  28,  Mr. 
D.  W.  Nicolson  presiding,  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing 
Committee  (Scotland)  submitted  a  draft  scheme  for  _  the 
future  elections  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee 
(Scotland),  and  the  Association  agreed  to  the  following 
suggestions  by  the  Committee  for  the  supply  of  drugs  and 
appliances  for  temporary  residents  and  migratory  persons : 

1.  There  shall  be  no  Central  Drug  Fund  for  temporary  residents, 
and  contributions  to  constitute  a  Central  Panel  Fund  for  such 
persons  shall  be  deducted  only  from  the  7s.  allocated  for  treatment. 

2.  Drugs  and  prescribed  appliances  ordered  for  a  temporary 
resident  by  the  practitioner  attending  him  shall  be  supplied  by 
any  chemist  or  other  person  whose  name  is  on  the  list  and  who 
is  entitled  and  has  undertaken  to  supply  those  drugs  and  ap- 
pliances, and  the  same  shall  be  charged  to  the  local  Insurance 
Committee,  who  shall  recover  the  amount  payable  from  the  Insur- 
ance Committee  for  the  area  to  whioh  the  temporary  resident 
belongs. 

3.  Where  the  temporary  resident  is  an,  insured  person  coming 
under  the  provisions  of  Regulation  47  in  the  area  to  which  he 
belongs,  the  amount  payable  to  the  chemist  or  other  person  for 
drugs  and  appliances  shall  be  deducted  from  the  fees  payable  to 
the  practitioner  by  whom  the  insured  person  has  been  accepted 
under  the  foregoing  regulation  in  the  area  to  which  he  belongs. 

4.  Where  the  treatment  of  a  temporary  resident  comes  under 
the  provisions  of  Regulation  30,  the  amount  payable  for  drugs  and 
appliances  actually  supplied,  calculated  in  accordance  with  the 
drug  tariff,  ©hall  be  paid  according  to  the  method  of  the  fore- 
going Clause  2,  and  as  provided  for  by  Regulation  47;  and  should 
the  temporary  resident  be  an  insured  person  coming  under  the 
provisions  of  Regulation  47  in  the  area  to  which  he  belongs,  the 
aforesaid  amount  shall  be  deducted  from  the  fees  payahio  to  the 
practitioner  by  whom  the  insured  person  has  been  accepted  La  the 
area  to  which  he  belongs. 

5.  In  the  case  of  migratory  persons  with  no  fixed  residence  in 
any  area,  and  who  are  not  allocated  to  any  practitioner,  the  whole 
9s.  shall  be  paid  into  a  Central  Fund  under  the  direct  control  of 
the  Insurance  Commissioners.  This  Central  Fund  shall  include  a 
Panel  Fund  and  a  Drug  Fund  subject  to  the  same  provisions  as  the 
Panel  Fund  and  the  Drug  Fund  of  an  Insurance  Committee. 

6.  Drug9  and  prescribed  appliances  ordered  for  such  migratory 
person  by  the  practitioner  attending  him  shall  be  supplied  bv  anv 
chemist  or  other  person  on  the  list  of  an  Insurance  Committee 
and  who  is  entitled  and  has  undertaken  to  supply  those  drugs  and 
appliances,  and  the  chemist  or  other  person  shall  charge  the  came 
to  the  Insurance  Commissioners,  by  whom  the  account  shall  be 


paid,  subject  to  the  same  conditions  as  if  the  Central  Drug  Fund 
lor  migratory  persons  were  an  ordinary  insurance  area  Drug  Fund. 

7.  Where  the  treatment  of  a  migratory  person  comes  under  the 
provisions  of  Regulation  30,  the  amount  payable  to  the  prac- 
titioner shall  be  on  the  basis  of  drugs  and  appliances  actually 
supplied,  calculated  in  accordance  with  the  drug  tariff. 

Xilverpool.-Mr.  G.  V.  C.  Last,  Ph.C,  states  that  negotia- 
tions are  proceeding  as  well  as  can  be  expected,  with  the 
Liverpool  Insurance  authorities.  Several  important  points 
have  been  discussed,  such  as  "  repeats,"  late  fees,  and 
stock  mixtures.  On  the  whole,  the  chemists  have  done  fairly 
well.  The  points  in  regard  to  which  progress  has  been 
made  are  still  sub  judice,  having  first  to  be  sanctioned  by 
the  Commissioners,  after  being  submitted  to  the  local 
Medical  Committee.  Fuller  particulars  will  be  issued  to 
the  chemists  on  the  Liverpool  panel,  when  they  have  been 
ratified.  Inquiries  in  various  quarters  reveal  the  fact  that 
the  Insurance  Act  has  tended,  upon  the  whole,  to  increase, 
rather  than  decrease,  'business.  Several  chemists,  when 
approached  upon  the  point,  admitted  that  in  their  own  cases 
it  had  been  the  best  "business  increaser "  they  ever  had. 
The  first  few  weeks'  rush  caused  the  "takings"  to  drop 
like  a  stone,  but  as  the  quarter  proceeded  they  gradually 
took  a  turning,  and  increased  by  "leaps  and  bounds."  For 
instance,  one  Liverpool  chemist  states  that  an  insured 
person  brought  in  a  prescription  for  a  bottle  of  lotion ;  he 
had  swollen  legs  and  varicose  veins.  The  doctor  ordered 
an  elastic  stocking  to  be  made  specially  for  each  leg  and 
one  knee-cap ;  total  amount  drawn  by  chemist  from  these. 
12s.  Another  chemist  states  that  in  one  week  he  sold 
two  3s.  6d.  atomisers  and  one  throat-spray  to  three  different 
insured  persons  who  had  brought  in  Insurance  prescriptions 
for  spray  solutions.  These  are  only  two  instances  from 
among  hundreds.  Whether,  when  extra  assistance  has  been 
paid  for,  shop  alterations,  and  so  on  considered,  there  will 
be  much  extra  profit  has  still  to  be  ascertained.  Few  people 
■come  back  with  their  empty  bottles  to  claim  the  penny 
charged.  One  pharmacy,  taking  from  151.  to  17'.  per  week, 
is  now  taking  221.  to  251.  per  week  (not  reckoning  the 
Insurance  dispensing).  There  is  a  growing  habit  in  Liver- 
pool of  insured  persons,  after  seeing  the  doctor  on  Saturday 
night,  to  go  to  some  place  of  amusement,  and  then  turn  up 
when  the  pharmacies  are  open  at  Sunday  noon  or  Sunday 
evening  with  their  prescription.  The  doctors  in  the  Liver- 
pool area  have  received  their  cheques,  at  the  rate  of  Is.  2d. 
(two  months)  per  head  of  the  insured  persons,  for  the  first 
quarter.  The  chemists'  turn  is  next.  The  dispensing  is  not 
now  so  heavy  as  it  was.  Shops  originally  getting  from  fifty 
to  sixty  per  diem  are  now  only  getting  on  an  average  thirty 
prescriptions  per  diem. 

London  (S.W.).— A  meeting  of  the  South-West  London 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at  Stanley's  Restaurant. 
Lavender  Hill,  S.W. ,  on  April  30.  The  attendance  was 
excellent,  and  lively  discussions  took  place  on  the  question 
of  repeat  mixtures,  intimidation  by  doctors,  the  copying-fee. 
and  other  useful  points.  The  meeting  agreed  that  the  old 
form  of  prescription  is  preferable  to  the  present  small 
white  one,  which  does  not  give  sufficient  room  for  the 
doctor  and  no  space  for  the  chemist's  stamp.  Mr.  Goy 
moved  the  substitution  of  the  words  any  chemist  on  the 
form  for  the  chemist,  which  would  tend  to  do  away  with 
intimidation  now  going  on  among  doctors  in  certain  areas. 
This  was  agreed  to.  It  was  also  resolved  that  the  cir- 
cularising of  doctors  by  chemists  should  be  stopped.  The 
new  tariff  was  generally  accepted,  but  many  points  were 
noted  to  place  before  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Com- 
mittee for  the  next  revision.  It  was  also  brought  to  the 
notice  of  the  meeting  that  some  doctors  are  making  up 
medicine  for  their  insured  patients  at  a  small  fee.  Dele- 
gates were  appointed  to  represent  the  Association  at  the 
conference  on  May  7. 

Manchester.— Manchester  panel  chemists  were  to  receive 
their  cheques  on  Wednesday  for  half  their  bills,  the  balance 
being  left  over  until  the  accounts  are  properly  checked. 
The  chemist  checkers  are  working  very  hard  to  complete  the 
accounts.  There  is  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty  among 
chemists  as  to  how  they  will  have  to  price  the  prescriptions 
from  April  15,  but  I  am  informed  (writes  our  correspondent) 
that  the  old  and  present  tariffs  must  be  used  until  the  new 
tariff  is  approved.  Several  Manchester  chemists  have  had 
a  large  proportion  of  Lancashire  County  Insurance  pre- 
scriptions, but  have  not  yet  received  the  Zid.  per  prescrip- 
tion which  was  to  have  been  paid  at  once.  Salford  chemists 
have  received  a  portion  of  their  accounts. 

Merioneth.— At  a  meeting  of  the  County  Insurance  Com- 
mittee on  April  24,  a  letter  was  read  complaining  of  the 
action  of  certain  chemists  as  to  attracting  dispensing.  The 
Committee  disapproved  of  their  action, ■  contending  if  was 
very  unfair,  and  that  the  choice  of  chemist  should  be  left  to 
the  patients.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Medical  Sub- 
committee. 
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Southampton.— Chemists  and  doctors  have  arranged 
the  following  dispensing  hours :  Weekdays,  8.30  A.M.  to 
8.30  p.m.,  except  Wednesdays  8.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.,  and  7  p.m. 
to  8.30  p.m.  ;  Sundays,  7  p.m.  to  8.30  p.m. 

Southport.—  The  Insurance  Committee  agreed  on  April  25 
to  pay  chemists  the  prescription  copying-fee  of  Id. 

Stockton-on-Tees.  -  A  meeting  of  the  Stockton-on-Tees 
Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  in  Tate's  Cafe  on 
April  23.  The  President  (Mr.  J.  M.  Skilbeck)  occupied  the 
chair,  and  ten  other  members  were  present.  Mr.  E.  Gregory 
(Secretary)  reported  on  a  meeting  that  he  had  attended 
in  Durham  the  previous  week,  which  had  been  addressed  by 
Mr.  Woolcock  and  Mr.  Sargeant.  Mr.  W.  Finlayson  then 
reported  on  the  meeting  that  had  been  held  at  Durham 
between  the  County  Pharmacists'  Association  and  the 
county  doctors.  He  stated  that  the  new  tariff  had  been 
adopted,  the  price  for  the  starred  infusions  to  be  Zd.  for 
3  oz.  or  part  of  3  oz.  The  doctors  were  not  willing  to  give 
up  using  "  Rep.  mist.,"  but  they  promised  always  to  add 
the  date  of  the  previous  mixture.  The  doctors  pressed  for 
a  certain  number  of  stock  mixtures,  and  it  was  agreed  that 
about  twenty  stock  formulae  should  be  published,  on  the 
understanding  that  their  use  should  not  interfere  with  the 
dispensing-fee.  It  was  decided  to  purchase  fifty  copies  of 
the  new  tariff  for  members.  The  Glasgow  Association's 
letter  on  proprietary-medicine  prices  was  considered. 

Tunbridge  Wells.  —A  meeting  of  the  Tunbridge  Wells 
Association  of  Pharmacists  was  held  at  the  General  Hospital 
on  April  22.  The  President  (Mr.  Hobbs)  was  in  the  chair, 
and  thirteen  members  were  present.  It  was  decided  to  con- 
tribute 2s.  bd.  per  shop  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Standing  Committee  on  Insurance.  Mr.  Bishop  and 
Mr.  Phillips  were  appointed  delegates  to  the  May  7  con- 
ference. The  Glasgow  Association's  letter  on  proprietary 
articles  was  considered.  The  question  of  Insurance  dispens- 
ing in  rural  areas  was  brought  before  the  meeting  by  Mr. 
Turney,  who  stated  that  in  many  instances  the  present  mile- 
limit  clause  is  most  unsatisfactory  from  the  view  of  the 
insured  person,  and  the  following  resolution  was  come  to : 
That  this  Association  is  of  opinion  that  the  arrange- 
ments for  National  Insurance  dispensing  in  rural  areas 
are  not  advantageous  to  the  insured  person,  and  that  steps 
be  taken  to  amend  the  mile-limit  clause. 
It  was  thought  that  the  pharmacists  of  the  county  were  not 
sufficiently  represented  upon  the  Insurance  Committee.  It 
was  therefore  resolved  to  send  the  following  to  the  Clerk  of 
the  Kent  Insurance  Committee  and  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Kent  Federation  of  Pharmacist's : 

That  in  view  of  the  general  rearrangement  of  Com- 
mittees in  July  next,  facilities  should  be  given  for  the 
representation  of  the  Kent  Association  of  Pharmacists  on 
the  Kent  Insurance  Commfttee  in  addition  to  Mr.  J.  H. 
Cuff  (in  whom  we  have  the  greatest  confidence),  who  is 
appointed  by  the  Insurance  Com'missioners. 
Mr.  Amos  and  Mr.  Hinks  were  elected  members  of  the 
Association. 

Warwickshire.- A  well-attended  meeting  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Association  was  held  at  Leamington  on  April  23. 
Mr.  Hutton  presided,  and  intimated  that  the  dispensing 
contract  on  the  old  tariff  has  been  renewed. 

West  Bromwlch — The  Insurance  Committee  is  to  pay 
75  per  cent,  of  the  chemists'  accounts. 

Yorkshire.— The  West  Riding  Insurance  Committee  has 
agreed  to  pay  a  homoeopathic  doctor  8s.  per  annum  for 
insured  persons  whom  he  attends,  he  to  dispense  his  own 
medicines.  The  Committee  having  declined  to  recognise 
medical  herbalists  as  persons  qualified  to  attend  insured 
persons,  the  matter  is  to  be  reconsidered  by  the  Medical 
Benefit  Sub-committee. 

Insurance  Committees. 

The  following  pharmacists  have  been  appointed  repre- 
eentatives  of  pharmacists  on  their  local  Insurance  Com- 
mittees : 

Mr.  W.  Rigby.  Barnsley. 
Mr.  R.  Gledhill,  Dewsbury. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Standing,  as  chemists'  representative  on  the 
Darwen  Insurance  Committee. 

Mr  A.  Timmins,  West  Hartlepool,  in  place  of  Mr. 
R.  B.  Ferry,  who  has  resigned. 

Mr.  W.  F.  Fowke,  as  chemists'  representative  on  the 
Insurance  Committee  for  the  Stafford  district. 

Mr.  Henry  Fry,  to  represent  tha  Herts  County  Phar- 
maceutical Association  on  the  Insurance  Committee  for 
the  Buntinq-ford  district. 

Mr  J.  W.  Deakin,  J.P.,  President  of  the  Cheshire 
County  Pharmacists'  Association  was  on  April  28  ap- 
pointed the  first  Chairman  of  the  Northwich  Insurance 
Committee. 


ASSOCIATION  AFFAIRS. 


Aberdeen. -At  a  meeting  of  the  Aberdeen  Pharmaceuti- 
cal Association  in  Robert  Gordon's  College  on  April  29 
the  prizes  gained  by  the  evening-class  students  of  ^he 
School  of  Pharmacy  were  presented  as  follows : 

Practical  Chemistry. — First,  James  Thomson;  second,  Jeannie 
Stephenson. 

Theoretical  Chemistry  and  Physics. — First  year's  students  :  First, 
Jeannie  Stephenson ;  second,  Adam  A.  Meldrum.  Second  year's 
students :  First,  Geo.  Alexander;  second,  James  Thomson. 

Botany. — First  year's  students:  First,  A.  J.  Turner;  second, 
Jcannio  Stephenson.  Second  year's  students :  First,  Geo.  Alex- 
ander; second,  A.  McManus. 

Mr.  D.  Anderson  (President)  handed  over  the  prizes,  and 
Mr.  J.  F.  Tocher,  who  set  and  examined  the  papers, 
addressed  the  students. 

Blrmlngoam.  -  At  a  meeting  of  the  Council  of  the  Mid- 
land Pharmaceutical  Association,  held  on  April  29,  the 
following  were  appointed  delegates  to  attend  the  conference 
of  local  associations  in  London  on  May  7 :  Messrs.  ChtiE. 
Thompson  and  F.  Barlow,  and  the  Hon.  Secretary  (Mr.  H, 
Critchlow). 

Blackburn.— A  meeting  of  the  North-East  Lancashiro 
Chemists'  Association  was  held  at  the  White  Bull  Hotel, 
Blackburn,  on  April  24,  Mr.  W.  H.  Grimshaw  presiding. 
Mr.  Fred  Law  (Secretary)  introduced  the  sectional  scheme 
recommended  to  the  Blackburn  Chamber  of  Trade  for  adop- 
tion. If  the  chemists  decided  to  affiliate,  they  would  pay 
the  same  subscriptions  as  hitherto,  but  to  the  Chamber  Secre- 
tary, who  would  arrange  all  meetings  and  act  in  their 
interests.  The  Chairman,  Mr.  R.  Lord  Gifford,  and  Mr. 
J.  Lucas  supported  the  scheme,  which  was  agreed  to. 
Messrs.  Grimshaw,  Gifford,  Critchley,  and  Pickup  were  ap- 
pointed as  delegates  to  the  conference  of  Local  Associations 
in  London  on  May  7.  Messrs.  E.  King  (Clitheroe)  and  Gray 
(76  Copy  Nook,  Blackburn)  were  elected  members.  The 
Chairman  then  opened  a  discussion  on  the  National  Insur- 
ance Act,  and  referred  to  Mr.  Lord  Gifford's  candidature 
for  re-election  on  the  Pharmaceutical  Council.  Mr.  Gifford 
next  addressed  the  meeting,  referring  especially  to  the  work 
of  the  local  Insurance  Committee  and  the  efforts  that  had 
been  made  to  obtain  prompt  payment  of  a  just  proportion 
of  chemists'  accounts,  60  per  cent,  being  only  allowed.  He 
also  reviewed  the  work  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
during  the  twelve  years  he  has  been  on  the  Council.  A 
resolution  of  confidence  in  Mr.  Gifford  was  adopted  on  the 
proposal  of  Mr  Holden,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lightbourn.  The 
attention  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Standing  Committee  is  to 
be  called  to  the  action  of  the  National  Health  Insurance 
Commissioners  in  limiting  the  amount  which  the  Insurance 
Committee  may  employ  for  the  payment  of  chemists' 
accounts 

Edinburgh.  —  The  annual  business  meeting  of  the  Edin- 
burgh Chemists',  Assistants',  and  Apprentices'  Association 
was  held  at  36  York  Place,  Edinburgh,  on  April  23,  with 
Mr.  Henry  Stout  (President)  in  the  chair.  Mr.  David 
Grieve  (Interim  Secretary)  reported  that  the  Association  had 
had  a  most  successful  session.  The  statement  of  the  Trea- 
surer (Mr.  George  Handley)  showed  a  satisfactory  credit 
balance  of  51.  5s.  8?d.  It  was  intimated  that  a  course  on 
Bacteriology  (theoretical  and  practical)  had  been  arranged 
for  members  of  the  Association,  to  be  conducted  by  Dr.  J. 
Taylor  Grant,  B.Sc,  a  prizeman  of  the  Association.  Tt  was 
agreed  to  give  a  donation  of  11.  Is.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund, 
in  recognition  of  the  privilege  of  meeting  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society's  House.  The  election  of  office-bearers 
resulted  as  follows:  President,  Mr.  Henry  Stout,  Ph.C.  : 
Vice-President,  Mr.  B.  M.  Braider,  Ph.C.';  Secretary,  Mr. 
David  Grieve.  93  Abbeyhill.  Erhnburgh  ;  Treasurer,  Mr. 
George  Handley;  Committee,  Misses  E.  T.  Stevens  and 
C.  -T.  Smith,  and  Messrs.  Adamson,  Moroeth.  Murray, 
E.  O.  Rowland,  Tait.  and  Thomson;  Prize  Committee,  the 
President,  Vice-President,  Secretary,  and  Messrs.  Murray,  . 
Thomson,  and  E.  O.  Rowland. 

Fifesblre.  —The  annual  meeting  of  the  Fifeshire  Phar- 
maceutical Association  was  held  at  Kirkcaldy  on  Wednes- 
day, when  a  very  satisfactory  report  was  submitted  and 
anrjroved.  Mr.  David  Storrar  was  elected  President,  Mr. 
Thomas  Yule  Vice-President,  and  Mr.  Charles  Stewart 
Secretary.  The  services  given  to  the  Association  durmg  the 
busv  period  of  its  indention  and  establishment  by  Mr. 
Stewart  were  recognised  in  the  presentation  of  a  rvrjewrite1;' 
to  him.  Messrs.  Yule.  Bisset"  Robertson.  Stewart,  and 
Gilmour  were  annointed  delegates  to  the  May  7  conference 
in  London.    In  the  evening  the  members  dined  together. 

Glasgow.-  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Glasgow  and  West 
of  Scotland  Chemists'  Association  was  held  in  the  Regent 
Tea  Rooms  on  April  24.    Mr.  Hart  (the  President)  occupied' 
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the  chair.  Ini  moving  the  adoption  of  a  highly  satisfactory 
report,  Mr.  Hart  said  the  past  year  has  been  a  record  one. 
He  desired  to  see  a  somewhat  more  democratic  method  of 
electing  tho  Council,  and  suggested  the  ballot.  The  Phar- 
maceutical Committee  would,  he  said,  continue  to  keep  a 
close  watch  on  all  matters  affecting  the  craft  under  the 
National  Insurance  Act.  A  new  edition  of  the  Glasgow 
Formulary  is  in  preparation,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will 
prove  a  good  solution  of  the  "  stock  mixture  "  difficulty. 
He  suggested  that  if  the  monthly  meetings  were  held  on 
Wednesday  nights,  instead  of  Thursday,  it  might  prove 
more  convenient  for  country  members.  The  Treasurer's 
report  showed  the  funds  of  the  Association  to  be  in  a  satis- 
factory position,  in  spite  of  the  large  extra  expenditure 
during  the  year.  Mr.  Hart  was  re-elected  President ; 
Messrs.  Thos.  Guthrie  and  J.  P.  Gilmour  were  elected 
Vice-Presidents ;  Mr.  Kitchin  was  re-elected  Secretary,  and 
Mr.  McMillan  Treasurer;  Mr.  Alex.  G.  Mackay  was 
appointed  Librarian,  and  Messrs.  Moffat,  Riddell,  J.  E. 
Black,  McKinnon,  McVitae,  W.  R.  Craig,  McCowan, 
Irvine,  Currie,  Russell,  Leckie,  McNay,  Reekie,  and  Mel- 
drum  were  elected  members  of  Council;  Mr.  W.  Wood 
Wilson  and  Mr.  Abbott  were  reappointed  Auditors.  It  was 
agreed  to  send  a  donation  of  21.  2s.  to  the  Benevolent  Fund. 
There  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  on  the  advisability  of 
the  Association  giving  financial  support  to  Pharmacy  classes 
in  the  Royal  Technical  College,  but  the  proposal  did  not 
find  much  support,  and  it  was  left  to  individuals  to  send 
donations  to  this  object  if  they  so  desired.  The  President 
intimated  that  the  Council  had  decided  to  continue  the 
Bursary,  which  proved  so  successful  last  year,  the  Associa- 
tion providing  the  Senior  prize,  and  he  himself  presenting 
a  prize  in  the  Junior  Section.  It  was  agreed  to  hold  the 
monthly  meetings  next  session  on  Wednesdays  and  Thursdays 
alternately.    Votes  of  thanks  terminated  the  proceedings. 

Harrow.— Mr.  B.  W.  Leefe  presided  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Harrow  District  Pharmacists'  Association  on  April  24,  when 
Messrs.  Cooper  and  Leefe  were  appointed  to  attend  the 
May  7  conference.  It  was  agreed  to  join  in  the  Glasgow 
Association's  protest  against  the  prices  of  certain 
proprietaries. 

Liverpool  Optical.—  A  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Optical 
Society  was  held  on  April  24,  Mr.  A.  J.  Stones  (Vice-Presi- 
dent) in  the  chair.  The  necessity  of  strengthening  the 
National  Federation  of  Ophthalmic  Opticians  was  impressed 
upon  the  members  by  officials  of  the  Federation,  who 
attended  the  meeting  by  special  request.  Mr.  R.  E.  Heppell 
(Organising  Secretary  of  the  Federation)  quoted  doctors  and 
chemists  as  an  example ;  and  Mr.  Hershberg  (Hon.  Secre- 
tary) said  that  never  in  all  their  lives  had  chemists  met  and 
discussed  matters  as  they  had  recently.  They  came  together 
because  there  was  something  which  threatened  their  daily 
bread.  It  was  possible  that  opticians  might  have  some- 
thing to  think  seriously  about  before  long.  If.  as  is  sug- 
gested, spectacles  are  to  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Insur- 
ance Act,  they  must  be  prepared  to  oppose  that,  and  if  they 
could  not  oppose  it  they  must  get  it  into  their  hands  exactly 
as  the  chemists  had  got  medicines. 

London  (KT.).— A  meeting  of  the  North  London  Pharma- 
cists' Association  was  held  on  April  24,  Mr.  Hearle  in  the 
chair,  when  Mr.  Duncan  Bowie  gave  a  lantern  lecture  on 
"A  Pharmacist  in  the  Channel  Islands."  The  speaker  is 
an  enthusiast  on  the  subject,  and  the  lantern-slides  were 
excellent.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the  lecturer .  was  heartily 
accorded. 

London  (S.E.).-On  April  24  twenty-three  members  of 
the  South  Eastern  of  London  Pharmacists'  Association  visited 
the  laboratories  of  Messrs.  Parke,  Davis  &  Co.  at  Hounslow. 
The  members  were  photographed  on  arrival,  and  then 
formed  into  two  parties  and  conducted  over  the  premises. 
Everyone  was  much  interested  in  the  pharmaceutical  oro- 
cesses  which  were  being  carried  on.  A  short  lecture"  on 
serum  therapy  was  given  at  the  conclusion  of  the  itinerary. 

Manchester  Assistants. -A  .meeting  of  the  Chemists' 
Assistants'  Association  of  Manchester,  Salford,  and  Dis- 
trict was  held  on  April  23,  the  President  (Mr.  J.  Grier)  in 
the  chair.  A  discussion  took  place  as  to  the  desirability 
of  fostering  the  trade-union  spirit  in  the  ranks  of  phar- 
macy. The  subject  was  introduced  by  the  Vice-President 
(Mr.  W.  Kirby),  who  reviewed  the  changes  which  had 
taken  place  in  pharmacy  since  1894,  and  the  general  effect 
of  these  on  assistants.  The  greatest  change  is  due  to  the 
growthof  company  pharmacy,  and  more  recently  a  new 
factor  is  the  National  Insurance  Act,  the  effects  of  which 
can  onl.y  be  met  by  combination.  Assistants  are,  however, 
more  intimatelv  concerned  with  Questions  of  hours,  salaries, 
and  the  conditions  of  service.  Mr.  Fullerton  argued  that 
trade-unionism  in  its  strict  sense  is  not  applicable  to  a 
mixed  craft  like  ours,  and  said  that  the  craft  must  com- 


bine on  the  lines  of  the  guilds  of  the  Middle  Ages.  Mr. 
Holman  said  he  would  like  to  see  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  reorganised  on  the  lines  of  the  old  trade  guilds. 
Mr.  James  Kirby  wished  to  see  a  combination  of  all  grades 
of  assistants  both  in  the  wholesale  and  retail.  Mr.  Craig 
thought  that  obligations  imposed  on  the  pharmacist  by  the 
State  ought  to  carry  corresponding  privileges.  Mr. 
Livesey  preferred  the  idea  of  a  trade-union  among 
assistants.  Mr.  Garnett  Pickles  agreed  with  the  idea  of 
a  guild  consisting  of  assistants  and  employers.  Mr.  Hol- 
man, as  an  amendment,  moved  that,  owing  to  the  peculiar 
conditions  obtaining  in  pharmacy,  the  regulation  of  hours, 
conditions  of  labour,  training  of  apprentices,  minimum 
wages,  etc.,  could  be  best  attained  by  means  of  a  guild. 
This,  on  being  put  to  the  vote,  was  carried  by  fifteen  as 
against  five  for  the  original  resolution. 

Northampton  Co.  — The  annual  meeting  of  the  North- 
ampton County  Pharmacists'  Association  was  held  at 
Wellingborough  on  April  24,  Mr.  J.  R.  Moore  (Desborough) 
in  the  chair.  There  were  fourteen  members  present  and 
M.  J.  H.  Thursfield  (Hon.  Secretary).  The  Secretary's  re- 
port mentioned  that  of  twenty-nine  pharmacists  in  business 
in  the  district,  twenty-six  belong  to  the  Association.  It  was 
resolved  to  make  the  total  subscription  7-s.  bd.,  which  in- 
cludes 2s.  6d.  towards  the  expenses  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Standing  Committee  on  Insurance.  Mr.  J.  R.  Moore  was 
re-elected  President  and  also  representative  on  the  County 
Insurance  Committee.  Mr.  Thursfield  was  re-elected  Secre- 
tary, and  the  following  to  form  the  Executive  Committee : 
Messrs.  W.  Hitchman,  R.  H.  Robinson,  C.  Smith,  J.  Gant, 
J. P.,  and  H.  Dean. 

Plymouth.— The  quarterly  meeting  of  the  Plymouth, 
Devonport,  Stonehouse,  and  District  Association  of  Phar- 
macists was  held  at  7  Whimple  Street,  Plymouth,  on 
April  24.  The  President  (Mr.  A.  J.  Ancliffe)  presided  over 
an  attendance  of  twelve  members.  Messrs.  J.  E.  Fawke, 
A.  J.  Merrifield,  R,  Bull,  J.  Graham,  and  H.  W.  Harrie 
were  elected  members  of  the  Association.  Messrs.  A.  J. 
Ancliffe,  F.  Maitland,  and  R.  F.  Roper  were  appointed 
members  of  the  Devon  County  Pharmaceutical  Insurance 
Committee. 

Scarborough.— The  Scarborough  Association  of  Pharma- 
cists has  issued  a  circular  urging  the  claims  of  Mr.  G. 
Whitfield  to  a  seat  on  the  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society.  Mr.  Whitfield,  it  is  stated  in  the  circular,  is  "  a 
business  man  of  wide  experience  and  an  enthusiastic  worker, 
with  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  aims  and  requirements  of 
tho  present-day  pharmacist."  If  elected,  he  would  "  give 
a  whole-hearted  and  effective  service  in  his  endeavour  to 
promote  the  common  interests,  both  on  the  professional  and 
especially  the  more  strictly  commercial  side  of  our  calling." 

Watford.  The  annual  meeting  of  the  Pharmacists' 
Association  was  held  at  the  Lime  Tree  Hotel,  Watford,  on 
April  23,  Mr.  C.  E.  King  in  the  chair.  Twenty  members 
were  present.  The  report  of  the  year's  work  and  balance- 
sheet  were  adopted,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Gibbs,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Cripps.  The  officers  elected  were :  President,  Mr. 
W.  Hannaford ;  Hon.  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  Mr. 
D.  W.  E.  Barker;  Vice-President,  Mr.  C.  E.  King;  Com- 
mittec,  Messrs.  B.  Middleton,  R.  Bennion,  and  A.  W. 
Barker.  Messrs.  E.  C.  Cripps,  J.  P.  Sholl,  and  W.  Hanna- 
ford were  delegated  to  attend  the  meeting  in  London  on 
May  7.  A  hearty  vote  of  thanks  was  accorded  Mr.  King 
for  his  services  as  President  during  the  past  year. 


Wbist-drive. 

A  Successful  Whist-deive  was  held  at  Cheltenham  on 
April  24  in  connection  with  the  Cheltenham  and  Gloucester 
Pharmacists'  Association.  Members  and  friends  to  the 
number  of  thirty-two  were  received  by  the  President  and 
Mrs.  Stroud.  The  prizes,  which  were  "distributed  by  Mrs. 
Stroud,  were  as  follows:  Ladies— (1)  Mrs.  W.  H.  Hill.  (2) 
Mrs.  Raymond  James;  Gentlemen — (1)  Mr.  J.  Gibbs  iun 
(2)  Mr.  W.  Minchin. 

Dinner. 

The  annual  dinner  of  the  Norwich  Pharmaceutical  Asso- 
ciation was  held  at  the  Cafe  Royal,  Norwich,  on  April  23. 
The  President  (Mr.  Percy  Robinson)  was  in  the  chair,  and 
Mr.  Edmund  White  (Vice-President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society)  was  the  guest  of  the  evening.  The  Chairman  pro- 
oosed  the  toast  of  "The  Pharmaceutical  Society,"  to  which 
Mr.  White  responded.  Mr.  R.  M.  Ling  proposed  the  toast 
of  the  "  Norwich  Pharmaceutical  Association."  to  which 
the  Vice-President  (Mr.  G.  C.  Maynard)  and  the  Secretarv 
replied.  Mr.  Maynard  gave  the  toast  of  "  The  Visitors," 
to  which  Mr.  Weylt  and  Mr.  Murphy  responded.  Mr.  J. 
de  Carle  Smith  gave  that  of  "  The  Chairman,"  and  Mr. 
Percy  Robinson  replied.  There  was  a  musical  entertain- 
ment during  the  evening. 
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COMING  EVENTS. 

This  section  of  the  "  C.  &  D."  is  reserved  for  advance  notices  of 
meetings  or  other  events.  These  should  be  cent  to  the  Editor 
by  Wednesday  of  the  week  before  the  meetings,  etc.,  occur. 


Monday,  May  5. 

Chemists'  Exhibition,  Holland  Park  Skating  Rink.  Shep- 
herd's Bush,  London,  W.  Exhibition  opens  at  12  noon, 
and  remains  open  till  Friday  night. 

Society  of  Chemical  Industry,  London  Section,  Burlington 
House,  Piccadilly,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Mr.  W.  F.  Higgins  on 
"  Visoometry  Apparatus  "  ;  Mr.  W.  R.  Schoeller  on 
"  The  Ore  Deposits  of  Hu-Nan  and  Hu-Peh  "  and  "  Ex- 
periments on  the  Hydrometallurgical  Treatment  of 
Slimes  " ;  Mr.  W.  R.  Hodgkinson  on  "  Hydrazine! 
Nitrate." 

Royal  Society  of  Arts,  John  Street,  Adelphi,  London,  W.C., 
at  8  P.M.  Dr.  David  Sommerville  on  "Antiseptics  and 
Disinfectants"  (Cantor  Lecture  III.). 

Tuesday,  May  6. 

Bontgen  Society,  Institution  of  Electrical  Engineers,  Vic- 
toria Embankment,  London,  W.C..  at  8.15  p.m.  Dr.  H. 
Johnson  on  "  The  Theory  and  Practice  of  Ray 
Therapeutics." 

Hull  Pharmacists'  Association.    Monthly  meeting. 

"Wednesday,  May  7. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  16  Bloomsbury 
Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  11  a.m.  Council-meeting.  At 
3  p.m.  (in  Holborn  Restaurant),  Conference  of  Local 
Association  Delegates. 

Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland,  67  Lower  Mount  Street', 
Dublin,  at  3  p.m.  Council-meeting. 

Society  of  Chemist-Opticians,  St.  Bride  Institute,  Bride 
Lane,  Ludgate  Circus,  London,  E.C.,  at  6.30  p.m. 
Annual  meeting  and  election  of  Council. 

Public  Pharmacists'  and  Dispensers'  Association,  Anderton's 
Hotel,  Fleet  Street,  London,  E.G.,  at  8  p.m.  Annual 
Bohemian  concert.  Tickets  (Is.  each)  from  Mr.  J.  H. 
France,  47  Ouseley  Road,  Wandsworth  Common,  S.W. 
Ladies  are  invited  to  be  present. 

School  of  Pharmacy  Past  Students'  Association,  17  Blooms- 
bury  Square,  London,  W.C.,  at  8  p.m.  Annual  meeting 
and  election  of  officers. 

Tkursday,  May  8. 

Chemists'  Dental  Society,  Holland  Park  Skating  Rink, 
Shepherd's  Bush,  London,  W.,  at  8  p.m.  Annual  meet- 
ing, preceded  by  Council-meeting  at  7  p.m.  ;  Executive 
Committee  meeting  at  6.30  p.m.  Dental  demonstrations 
will  be  given  in  the  Exhibition  during  the  day  to 
members  or  prospective  members  of  the  Society. 

North  London  Pharma cists'  Association,  .  Northampton 
House,  St.  Paul's  Road,  Highbury  Station,  at  3.30  p.m. 
Mr.  J.  C.  Umney  on  "  The  British  Pharmaceutical 
Conference." 

Friday,  May  9. 

Royal  Institution  of  Great  Britain,  Albemarle  Street,  Picca- 
dilly, London,  W.,  .at  9  p.m.  Mr.  F.  Balfour  Browne  on 
"  The  Life-history  of  a  Water  Beetle." 


Geesham  Lectures.— Dr.  F.  M.  Sandwith  will  deliver  at 
fhe  City  of  London  School,  Victoria  Embankment,  London, 
E.C.,  on  May  13,  14,  15,  and  16,  a  series  of  lectures  on 
"Drugs  Old  and  New."  The  lectures  begin  at  six  o'clock, 
and  are  free  to  the  public. 

Faihchild  Scholarship  and  Prizes.— The  Secretary  to  the 
Trustees  (Mr.  A.  E.  Holden,  64-65  Holborn  Viaduct,  London, 
E.C.)  intimates  that  the  last  day  for  receiving  applications 
for  the  1913  examination  will  be  Monday,  July  2.  Intending 
candidates  are  requested  to  get  forms  of  application  from 
Mr.  Holden  well  before  that  date,  so  that  the  necessary 
formalities  may  be  conformed  with. 


According  to  the  New  Zealand  Census  of  April  1911 
there  were  540  chemists  and  .druggists,  of  which  seven  were 
women  ;  367  chemists'  assistants,  of  which  thirty-seven  were 
women ;  and  127  chemists'  apprentices,  of  wh'ich  one  was 
a  woman.  There  were  also  thirty  druggists'  clerks,  of  which 
four  were  women,  and  twenty  wholesale  druggists.  Of 
medical  practitioners  there  we're  663,  of  whom  twenty -nine 
were  women;  and  of  dentists  there  were  583,  twenty-two 
being  women. 


CHEMICAL  SOCIETY. 


THERE  was  a  better  attendance  than  usual  at  the 
ordinary  scientific  meeting  of  this  Society  held  at 
Burlington  House,  London,  W.,  on  April  17.  The 
President,  Professor  W.  H.  Perkin,  F.R.S.,  who 
occupied  the  chair,  announced  that  the  Van  't  Hoff 
Memorial  Lecture  would  be  delivered  by  Professor  James 
Walker  on  May  22.  A  list  of  the  members  of  the 
Society's  various  committees  was  also  read  out.  The 
first  communication  was  by  Mr.  A.  Chaston  Chapman 
on 

The  Action  of  Tartaric  Acid  on  Tin  in  the  Presence 
of  Oxygen. 

Rods  of  tin  inserted  in  the  corks  more  or  less  com- 
pletely closing  wide-mouthed  bottles  containing  solutions 
of  tartaric  acid  (5  per  cent,  and  10  per  cent,  strength) 
were  kept  at  ordinary  temperature.  At  the  end  of  three 
years  some  of  the  rods  were  untarnished,  others  had 
well-defined  crystals  of  stannous  tartrate  on  them,  while 
a  third  set  were  much  corroded  and  the  solution  had 
become  coloured  (varying  from  straw  colour  to  a  deep 
orange).  That  oxygen  is  concerned  in  the  phenomenon 
is  evident  by  the  corrosion  occurring  chiefly  at  the 
surface  of  the  liquid.  The  coloured  liquid  contained 
oxide  of  tin  in  colloidal  solution.  Three-fourths  of  the 
tin  oxide  existed  as  colloidal  stannous  oxide,  but  it  was 
inferred  that  there  is  also  some  oxide  present  inter- 
mediate between  stannous  and  stannic  oxides.  The 
fitting  of  the  corks  accounted  for  the  difference  of  the 
phenomena  :  when  these  were  quite  tight  no  action  took 
place.  Evidence  was  also  given  showing  the  probable 
existence  of  salts  of  an  intermediate  tin  oxide.  Professor 
Brereton  Baker,  Dr.  Harden,  and  Dr.  Mackenzie  raised1 
points  for  discussion. 

The  next  paper  was  by  Dr.  J.  C  Philip  and  Mr.  A. 
Bramley  on  the 

Reaction  Between  Ferric  Salts  and  Thiocyanates. 

These  authors  pointed  out  that  the  colour  of  ferric 
thiocyanate  is  not  permanent  is  a  fact  usually  neglected. 
On  investigation  under  certain  conditions  at  25°  C.  the 
iron  is  reduced  to  the  ferrous  state,  but  the  oxidation 
produced  is  not  sulphuric  acid  alone,  but  carbon  dioxide 
as  well,  the  relationship  being  expressed  by — 
3Fe(CN1S)3+6H,0 

=  8Fe(CNS)3+7H.CNS+C02+H„SO.I+NH,. 
The  equation  is  not  quite  satisfactory,  as  not  sufficient 
ammonia  could  be  found.  They  also  found  that  the 
higher  the  proportion  of  thiocyanate  to  iron  the  greater 
the  initial  velocity  of  the  reaction,  but  quicker  does  it 
fall  owing  to  the  influence  of  acid.  Sir  William  A. 
Tilden  pointed  out  that  nitrogen  might  disappear  as 
cyanate. 

Dr.  Alexander  Scott,  F.R.S.,  followed  with 
The  Preparation  of  Pure  Bromine. 

He  said  Stas's  method  was  not  quite  satisfactory.  Dr. 
Scott  found  that  the  potassium  bromide  of  commerce  was 
wonderfully  pure.  In  16  lb.  he  could  not  find  a  trace 
of  iodine.  The  method  advocated  consisted  of  first  treat- 
ing the  potassium  bromide  with  sulphuric  acid  and 
potassium  metabisulphite  to  reduce  any  bromate  present, 
and  then  fusing  with  potassium  bichromate  (200  grams  of 
potassium  bichromate  to  800  grams  of  potassium  bromide) 
at  a  temperature  not  sufficient  to  decompose  the  bromide  of 
potassium.  The  decomposition  of  the  potassium  bromide 
with  acid,  and  the  distillation  of  the  bromine,  were 
carried  out  in  an  all-glass  apparatus.  Over  3  kilograms 
of  bromine  contained  only  3  or  4  milligrams  of  chlorine. 
It  was  found  that  shaking  the  bromine  with  normal 
sodium  hydrate  solution  (10  c.c.  of  bromine  and  1  c.c.  of 
caustic  soda)  took  out  all  the  iodine  and  chlorine.  After 
such  treatment  with  alkali,  the  bromine  gives  the  same 
equivalent  as  the  purest  specimen  he  could  prepare. 
Professor  Baker  testified  to  the  great  purity  of  the 
bromine  obtained  by  the  new  method. 

Mr. .  R.  Bourdillon  next  described  "The  Preparation 
of  Conductivity  Water."   By  passing  a  current  of  purified 
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air  through  a  column  of  condensing  steam,  water  with  a 
conductivity  of  0.1  m.h.o.  is  readily  obtainable  against 
0.7  by  direct  condensation  of  steam.  Storage  of  this 
pure  water  was  not  very  successful,  the  conductivity 
rising  gradually  to  0.5.  The  last  paper  read  was  by 
Dr.  F.  L.  Pyman — a  communication  from  the  Wellcome 
Chemical  Research  Laboratories  dealing  with 
The  Constitution  of  the  Anhydro-bases  Derived  from 

Tetrahydroberberine  Alkyl  Hydroxides 
by  Hof  manrr's  method  of  degrading  alkaloids.  The  work  of 
Voss  and  Gadamar  and  of  David,  Perkin,  and  Eobinson 
on  this  subject  was  reviewed.  Dr.  Pyman  has  examined 
the  methyl  hydroxides  of  tetrahydroberberine.  Dr. 
Pyman  showed  that  by  the  degradation  of  Z-canadine 
(Z-tetrahydroberberine  methyl  hydroxide)  in  vacuo 
three  anhydro-bases  (A,  B,  and.  C)  were  produced, 
while  at  normal  pressure  only  two  (B  and  C)  were 
produced.  The  dZ-tetrahydroberberine  methyl  hydroxide 
gave  A  and  B  in  vacuo,  and  B  only  at  normal  pressure. 
This  shows  that  A  is  converted  into  B  at  high  tempera- 
tures and  pressures.  Formulas  were  deduced  for  the  bases 
as  follows  : 


The  third  base  has  the  same  structure  as  B,  but  is  optically 
active.  The  President  accepted  Dr.  Pyman's  view  as  the 
correct  one. 


TRADE-MARKS. 

Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  must  be  stated  on  Form  T.M.  No.  7  (obtain- 
able at  Money  Order  Offices  for  £1)  and  lodged  with 
Mr.  W.  Temple  Franks,  Comptroller-General,  Patents  Office, 
25  Southampton  Buildings,  Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C., 
within  one  month  of  the  dates  mentioned. 

The  figures  in  parentheses  refer  to  the  classes  in  which  the  marks 
are  desired,  for  a  list  of  which,  with  particulars  as  to  registra- 
tion, see  "  The  Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,"  p.  444- 


(From  the   *'  Trade-marks  Journal;'   April  9,  1913.) 

"  Sixel  "  ;  for  all  goods  (1).  By  T.  C.  Lindsey  &  Co.,  Ltd., 
19  Leather  Lane,  Holborn,  London.  350,220. 

Picture  of  Highlander  shooting;  for  disinfectants  (2).  By 
Duthie  &  Redfearn,  Nunroyd  Lane,  Heckmondwike, 
Yorkshire.  346,225. 

"  Caros  " ;  for  a  medicinal  tonio  powder  for  animals  (2). 
By  T.  Snelgrove,  37  High  Street,  Addlestone.  349,740. 

"■  P\staleze,"  for  medicinal  pastilles  (3) ;  "  Tabaleze."  for 
medicinal  tablets  (3).  By  C.  H.  Stevens,  Ltd.,  32f  Broad- 
way, Wimbledon,  London,  S.W.  348,092/3. 

Device  of  letter  "I"  and  sun;  for  medicated  dressings  (3). 
By  S.  Maw,  Son  &  Sons,  7-12  Aldersgate  Street,  London, 
E.C.  348,370. 

"Pole  Star";  for,  medicinal  cod-liver  oil  (3).  By  Liverine, 
Ltd.,  Fraser  Street,  Grimsby.  348,850. 

"Zav-Ztjr";  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).  By  W.  G.  Pad- 
wick,  45  Penwortham  Road,  Streatham,  S.W.  348,881. 

"  Palodine  " ;  for  an  ointment  (3).  By  J.  Woolley,  Sons 
&  Co.,  Ltd.,  12  Victoria  Bridge  Street,  Manchester. 
349,164. 

Circular  device  with  words  "  Moorland  Brand  "  and  letter 
"M"  (disclaimed);  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).  B;y 
W.  B.  Cartwright,  Ltd.,  Rawdon,  near  Leeds.  349,250. 

"  Terpacid  "  ;  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).  By  Kurt  Riilke, 
Kaiserin  Augusta  Allee  59,  Charlottenburg.  349,304. 

"  Chrismaboron  "  ;  f  or  an  antiseptic  ointment  (3).  By 
Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  37  Lombard  Street,  London, 
E.C.  349,719. 

Ice-crystals  devices  with  words  "Stroud  &  Rendell  "  and 
"'College'  Science  Lantern,"  and  "'University' 
Science  Lantern  "I  ("  Stroud  &  Rendell."  "College,"  and 
"University"  disclaimed);  for  optical  science  lanterns 
(8).  Bv  Reynolds  &  Branson,  Ltd.,  13  Briggate,  Leeds. 
349,672/3. 

Device  of  tourniquet  (disclaimed),  with  letters  "  G.  S.  Co."  : 
for  non-medicated  surgical  instruments,  etc  (11).  By 
Goldschmidt.  Schmerl  &  Co.,  147  Farringdon  Road, 
London,  E.C.  348,942. 
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"  Viscount  "  ;  for  all  goods  (44  and  47)  and  for  perfumery, 
etc.  (48).  By  V.  R.  Wilks,  3  Clarendon  Road,  Belle 
Vue,  West  Hartlepool.  349,963/4/5. 

"Screen"  with  picture  of  same;  for  goods  (47)  and  for 
perfumery,  etc.  (48).  By  Hodgson  &  Simpson,  Ltd., 
17  Highfield  Street,  Liverpool.  349,004/5. 

Label  device  of  steering-wheel  with  words  "  The  House- 
wife's Friend"  ("Housewife's  Friend"  disclaimed); 
for  goods  (47)  and  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).  By  W. 
Gossage  &  Sons,  Ltd.,  Widnes,  Lanes.  349,352/3. 

"IBonex  " ;  .for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).  By  Amalgamated 
Traders,  Ltd.,  15-17  Eldon  Street,  London,  E.C.  349,996. 

Device  with  letters  "  S.P."  and  facsimile  signature 
"Philippe  Hoc"  ("S.P."  disclaimed);  for  shampoo 
powder  (48).  By  Philippe  Hoc,  75  Hereford  Road, 
Bayswater,  London,  W.  347,854. 

Floral  label  device;  for  perfumery,  etc.  (48).  By  J.  &  E. 
Atkinson,  Ltd.,  24  Old  Bond  Street,  London,  W.  348,906. 
(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"   April   16,  1913.) 

"  Bipepsogin  " ;  for  medicine  (3).  By  Smith  &  Co., 
132  Borough,  London,  S.E.  344,335. 

Label  device  of  arrow  and  target,  with  words  "  It  Hits 
the  Spot,"  etc.,  and  "  Dr.  Blosser's  Catarrh-remedy  " 
(letterpress  disclaimed) ;  for  a  remedy  (3).  By  C. 
Blosser,  46  Walton  Street,  Atlanta,  Georgia,  U.S.A. 
345,235. 

"Orderlies";  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).  By  United 
Drug  Co.,  43  Leon  Street,  Boston,  Mass.,  U.S.A.  348,400 

"Secardin";  for  a  medicine  (3).  By  I.  Frie6er,  77  Cricket- 
field  Road,  Clapton,  London,  N.E.  349,230. 

"  Serginptjrda  "  ;  for  a  medicine  (3).  By  A.  E.  Chambers. 
"Willington  Court,"  Ashford  Road,  Maidstone.  349,365. 

"Chrismol,"  for  a  laxative  (3);  "  Amebetine,"  for  medi- 
cinal chemicals  (3).  By  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  Plough 
Court,  37  Lombard  Street,  London,  E.C.  349,410,  350,351. 

Device  of  shield  with  monogram  "  W.  H.  L.  T.,"  and  scroll 
with  words  "  Salus  et  Felicitas  " ;  for  medicines  (3). 
By  Wilder's  Harrogate  Liver  Tonic  Co.,  42  Park 
Avenue,  Harrogate.  349,472. 

"  Hydharsan  "  ;  for  medicinal  chemicals  (3).  By  Meister, 
Lucius  &  Briining,  Hoechst  a/Main.  350,130. 

"Silver  Moon";  for  non-medicated  surgical  instruments, 
etc.  (11).  By  J.  A.  Williams,  92  Hatton  Garden, 
London,  E.C.  349,599. 

"  Farador  "  in  facsimile;  for  non-medicated  surgical  instru- 
ments, etc.  (11).  By  the  Farador  Co.,  284  Delaware 
Avenue,  Buffalo,  U.S.A.  350,365. 

"  Vitafer,"  with  picture  of  athlete  jumping  over  the  world  ; 
for  a  non-medicated  tonic  food  (42).  By  Southall  Bros. 
&  Barclay,  Ltd.,  19-21  Lower  Priory,  Birmingham. 
346,425. 

"  Olliso  "  ;  for  perfumed  liquid  soap  (48).  By  H.  W.  Atkin- 
son, West  View,  Eastbury  Avenue,  Northwood,  Middle- 
sex. 349,122. 

Label  device  with  word  "Voral,"  etc.;   for  a  dentifrice 

(48).      Bv  Lyall  Willis,  Billiter  House,  Billiter  Street, 

London,  E.C.  349,150. 
"  Ven-Yusa  "  ;  for  all  goods  (48).    By  C.  E.  Fulford,  Ltd., 

15  Greek  Street,  Leeds.  349,256. 
"  Surino  " ;    for   a  liquid  shaving  preparation   (48).  By 

Thermos,  Ltd.,  8  Long  Lane,  London,  E.C.  349,336. 


BUSINESS  CHANGES. 

Kotos  for  this  section  sent  to  the  Editor  should  be  authenticated, 
and  must  not  be  in  the  nature  of  advertisements. 


Taylor's  Drug  Co.,  Ltd.,  have  removed  their  branch 
at  18  Silver  Street,  Bury,  Lanes,  to  new  premises  at 
6  Stanley  Street. 

Mr.  F.  H.  Howland  has  sold  his  business  at 
120  Wrotham  Road,  Gravesend,  Kent,  to  Mr.  F,  R. 
Fowler,  pharmacist. 

The  British  Perfume  Co.,  late  of  Bath,  have,  owing  to 
increasing  business,  moved  to  larger  premises  at  Crown 
Dorset  Works,  Poole. 

Messrs.  Howse  &  McGeorge,  pharmacists  and 
veterinary  chemists,  of  Nairobi,  have  opened  another 
branch  at  Kampala,  Uganda,  British  East  Africa. 

Messrs.  Hamel  &  Horley,  merchants,  London  House, 
Crutched  Friars,  London,  E.C,  announce  that  Mr. 
William  Herbert  DrummOnd  has  joined  their  firm  as 
partner  as  from  January  1. 


Index    Folio  688 


Mat  3,  1913 


THE   CHEMIST   AND  DRUGGIST 


57 


PATENT  MEDICINES. 

Report  of  evidence  before  the  Select  Committee  on 
Thursday,  ilay  1.   

THE  Committee  met  again  on  Thursday.  May  1.  Sir 
Henry  Norman  presided,  and  the  ether  members  of  the 
Committee  present  were  Sir  P.  Magnus.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones, 
Mr.  Cawley.  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr.  Lynch.  Mr.  Hill  Wood. 
Mr.  Haydn  Jones,  Mr.  Newton,  Mr.  O 'Grady,  and  Mr. 
Bathurst. 

The  attendance  of  the  public  was  smaller  than  usual. 
Evidence  during  the  morning  was  given  by  Dr.  J.  J. 
Dobbie,  the  Government  chemist,  who  endeavoured  to 
enlighten  the  Committee  as  to  the  limits  of  analysis.  He 
succeeded  in  showing  that  the  difficulties  in  the  case  of 
complex  vegetable  mixtures  are  often  nnsurmountable. 
Dr.  Dobbie  continued  his  evidence  after  luncheon,  and 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  Simmonds,  who  is  au  courant  with 
the  analysis  of  medicines. 

Wtxcakxis  Advebtiseitents. 

The  Chairman,  at  the  outset,  said  he  had  a  further  brief 
statement  to  make  on  a  subject  which  was  considered  bv 
the  Committee  at  its  last  sitting — namely,  the  question 
of  the  advertisement  of  Coleman's  Wincarnis "  in  the 
"  British  Medical  Journal."  He  had  received  a  letter  from 
Mr.  Eudderham,  the  general  manager  of  Coleman  &  Co.. 
enclosing  a  copy  of  correspondence  between  Dr.  Cox. 
Medical  Secretary  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  and 
himself  on  the  subject.  The  Committee.  Sir  Henry  ex- 
plained, did  not  consider  it  necessary  for  the  whole  of 
the  correspondence  to  be  read.  It  would  be  sufficient  for 
him  to  summarise  it  by  saying  that  Mr.  Eudderham 
repudiated  entirely  the  statement  made  by  Dr.  Cox  that 
the  advertisement  of  "  Wincarnis  "  was  refused  bv  the 
"B.M.J.,"  and  he  said  that  was  also  asserted  by  the 
advertising  agents  of  the  firm.  Mr.  Eudderham  further 
suggested  that  possibly  the  B.M.A.  might  have  considered 
the  question  of  advertising  medicated  wines  after  the 
firm's  advertisement  had  ceased.  He  invited  Dr.  Cox 
to  give  him  any  documentary  proof  of  his  statement. 

On  the  other  hand.  Dr.  Cox  adhered  strondv  to  his 
statement  that  on  September  22.  1910.  the  "financial 
secretary  and  business  manager  of  the  "B.M.J."  received 
an  order  for  thirteen  more  insertions  of  the  Wincarnis 
advertisement,  and  that  this  was  not  executed.  There  is. 
therefore,  a  complete  contradiction  of  evidence  by  these 
two  gentlemen,  and  on  neither  side  had  any  doctuxentarv 
evidence  been  placed  before  the  Committee. 

The  Govxbkmekt  Chemist. 

The  first  witness  was  Dr.  J.  J.  Dobbie,  F.E.S..  Chief 
Government  Chemist.  He  pointed  out  that  there  is  an 
important  distinction  between  the  terms  "detection" 
and  "determination,"  which  are  constantly  used  in  con- 
nection with  chemical  analysis.  Detection  of  the  sub- 
stance means  proving  the  presence  of  that  substance  with- 
out regard  to  its  quantity.  Determination  means  ascer- 
taining the  quantity.  It  might  be  quite  possible  to 
detect  or  identify  a  substance  by"  chemical  means  in  certain 
cases  where  there  is  no  satisfactory  chemical  means  of 
determining  it.  For  example,  the  presence  of  one  or  more 
of  the  constituents  of  digitalis  in  a  medicine  might  be 
ducted  chemically,  but  there  is  no  satisfactorv  chemical 
method  of  determining  the  proportion  of  the*  active  in- 
gredients in  digitalis.  Hence  manufacturers  are  accus- 
tomed to  standardise  the  drug  bv  phvsiological  tests. 
Therefore,  while  the  statement  made  to  the  "Committee 
that  only  forty-four  of  the  vegetable  preparations  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia  have  definite  chemical  principles  which  can 
be  determined  by  analytical  methods  mav  not  or  mav  be 
correct,  it  would  not  be  correct  to  sav  that  onlv  fortv- 
four  can  be  recognised  by  such  methods*.  He  proceeded  to 
mention  the  factors  which  analysts  go  bv  in  analvsing 
medicinal  preparations,  giving  inanv  "  examples  both  of 
analytical  processes  and  the  substances  to  which  thev  are 
applied,  concluding  with  the  remark  that  so  far  as  a  general 
opmion  can  be  given,  it  would  be  safe  to  sav  that,  where  the 
presence  of  an  active  organic  drug  in  a  mixture  had  been 
denmtely  ascertained,  in  the  majoritv  of  cases  the  analvst 
can  by  one  means  or  another  obtain  a  fair  idea  of  its  pro- 


portions, although  sometimes  he  must  be  content  with  a 
rough  approximation  only. 

This  being  the  end  of  the  first  part  of  the  witness's  state- 
ment, the  Committee  decided  to  cross-examine  him  upon 
it  before  he  entered  upon  the  second  part. 

Whex  Analysts  Differ. 
I  The  Chairman  :  What  would  interest  us  would  be  a  rough 
summary  of  your  evidence.  Speaking  generally,  the  analysts 
who  have  appeared  on  behalf  of  proprietary  medicines  have 
told  us  that  the  constituents  of  these  medicines  in  many 
cases  cannot  be  detected  or  determined  ? — Yes. 

On  the  other  hand,  one  analyst,  who  has  appeared  on 
behalf  of  those  who  criticise  patent  medicines,  has  told  us 
that  practically  to  all  useful  intents  and  purposes  they 
could  detect  the  constituents  in  those  medicines.  In  which 
camp  do  you  put  yourself  2  I  only  ask  you  to  make  a  very 
general  statement  ? — So  far  as  I  have  read  the  evidence,  I 
do  not  think  there  is  very  much  conflict  between  the  two 
parties.  Some  of  the  witnesses  would  push  the  dividing- 
line  a  little  further  one  way  or  the  other. 

Mr.  Xewton  :  Supposing  you  had  to  put  yourself  in  one 
camp  or  another,  into  which  would  you  go  2 

Mr.  Lawson :  I  do  not  think  that  is  a  fair  question. 

Dr.  Dobbie  :  I  am  on  the  side  of  the  chemists. 

The  Chairman:  I  am  not  sure  which  side  they  are  on. 
(Laughter.) 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones :  If  anybody  questions  the  ability  of 
chemists  to  do  almost  everything,  you  defend  your  pro- 
fession?— Yes.  if  the  claim  is  to  do  most  things,  not  to  do- 
almost  everything. 

Sir  P.  Magnus :  The  dividing  line  you  prefer  is  what  you 
might  call  a  movable  fixture  ?    (Laughter.) — Yes. 

The  Chairman :  As  a  general  rule,  can  any  drug  with 
fairly  active  therapeutical  effects  be  found? — Not  every 
drug,  but  most  drugs. 

Do  I  understand  that  there  may  be  a  drug  with  fairly 
active  therapeutic  effects  which  cannot  be  determined  by 
analysis  ? — You  are  speaking  of  a  mixture. 

I  am  of  speaking  of  a  proprietary  medicine. — If  it  were 
contained  in  a  mixture,  yes. 

In  that  case,  supposing  that  the  proprietor  of  the  medi- 
cine advertised  it  as  a  very  valuable  medicine  which  no 
analyst  could  possibly  say  what  it  was,  he  might  in  certain 
circumstances  be  making  an  accurate  statement  2 — I  think  so. 

Could  that  be  arrived  at  by  putting  in  a  large  number  of 
vegetable  substances  in  small  quantities  for  the  purpose  of 
confusing  the  analyst  ? — Yes,  I  think  it  could. 

Sir  P.  Magnus :  Would  you  go  so  far  as  to  say  that  even 
if  one  of  these  substances  was  in  a  sufficient  quantity  as  to 
have  a  distinct  therapeutic  effect  it  still  might  be  impossible 
to  determine  it  bv  analvsis  if  mixed  with  other  substances  ? — 
Yes. 

Mr.  Bathurst :  Is  it.  in  your  opinion,  impossible  to  detect 
by  analysis  an  organic  ingredient  in  a  medicine  which  has 
toxic  properties? — I  think  it  would  be  possible,  but  I  do 
not  recall  at  the  moment  any  such  case. 

The  Chairman :  To  summarise  what  you  have  said,  it 
might  be  possible  that  a  Government  Department  should 
send  you  half-a-dozen  bottles  of  a  mixture  to  be  analysed, 
and  you  might  report :  "  We  are  unable  to  furnish  you  with 
an  analysis  because  the  contents  of  these  bottles  is  a  mix- 
ture of  vegetable  drugs  and  vezetable  substances,  and  for 
that  reason  we  are  unable  to  tell  you  if  there  is  any  active 
vegetable  substance  present  in  active  therapeutic  quan- 
tities "  ? — Yes.  I  think  that  is  so.  We  should  be  able  to  tell 
you  something,  but  I  accept  it  as  you  put  it. 

Sir  P.  Magnus :  There  might  be  a  drug  which  might  or 
mieht  not  be  poison  which  in  small  quantities  might  have 
a  therapeutic  effect  without  being  poisonous  ? — Yes. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Bathurst.  he  said  that  thev  could  always 
by  analysis  detect  the  presence  of  any  alkaloid  if  once  its 
properties  have  been  recorded. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones :  When  the  difference  is  put  to  you 
between  a  therapeutic-ally  active  drug  and  a  toxic  drag,  are 
you  able  to  draw  any  distinction  between  them? — Not  a 
hard-and-fast  line. 

There  are  cases  of  deaths  either  of  animals  or  \r~f— 
beings  from  eating  various  vegetable  substances,  and  on 
investigation  scientists  have  been  unable  to  discover  to 
what  the  toxic  properties  of  the  plant  were  due  ? — That  is  so. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  proceeded  to  ask  witness  regarding  the 
scarlet-runner  investigation  of  Dr.  Power,  but  witness  said 
he  had  not  seen  the  paper  referred  to.  "I  suppose  you 
have  heard  of  Mr.  Finnemore,"  said  Mr.  Glyn-Jones.  who 
then  went  on  to  refer  to  the  case  mentioned  by  Mr.  Finne- 
more at  the  last  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society,  in  which  a  case  of  poisoning  by  vegetable  marrow 
was  supposed  to  be  due  to  a  "  throw-back  "  owing  to  the 
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wet  season.  Dr.  Dobbie  said  he  preferred  not  to  express 
an  opinion  on  that. 

You  have  just  told  us  that  the  analyst  has  to  rely  on  the 
senses  of  taste,  smell,  and  sight.  Has  he  to  rely  on  those 
senses  for  quantitative  analysis  sometimes? — Sometimes. 

Further  questioned,  witness  said  that  it  might  also  be 
possible  by  smell  to  form  an  idea  of  quantity,  but  it  would 
be  a  rather  rough  estimate.  "  No  doubt,"  he  added, 
"  some  people  are  very  expert." 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  :  Therefore  an  analyst  who  has  devoted 
his  life  to  the  examination  of  drugs,  where  these  special 
qualities  of  taste  and  smell  are  necessary,  is  probably  better 
equipped  for  dealing  with  such  substances  than  the  ordinary 
analyst? 

Witness  agreed  that  he  would  become  more  of  an  expert. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  asked  witness  whether,  supposing 
he  received  a  bottle  of  a  medicine  the  size  of  a  large 
Seigel's  Syrup  wholly  unlabelled,  and  was  asked,  "Will 
you  tell  us  what  this  medicine  contains ;  does  it,  in  fact, 
contain  ingredients  which  are  of  real  therapeutic  value  ?•'• 
would  you  be  able  to  give  an  answer  in  the  case  of  a  liquid 
which  is  alleged  to  contain  a  number  of  vegetable  extracts. 
Witness  replied  that  he  might  not  be  able  to  do  it.  He 
could  not  say  with  certainty  whether  he  would  or  not. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  proceeding  to  ask  Dr.  Dobbie  a 
question  regarding  Dr.  Jowett's  paper  on  standardisation 
in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  witness  agreed  with  the 
statements,  when  Dr.  Dobbie  said  he  had  already  informed 
the  Clerk  to  the  Committee  that  he  is  not  himself  a  phar- 
macist, and  that  a  question  of  that  sort  might  better  be 
addressed  to  Mr.  Simmonds,  who  is  to  be  called  later. 

Mr.  O'Grady  :  Where  quantities  can  only  be  deter- 
mined by  taste  and  smell,  would  you  say  that  is  a  scientific 
analysis  of  a  particular  compound  ? — All  I  can  say  is  that 
it  is  the  only  possible  method  by  which  you  can  get  some 
approximation  to  a  result. 

Have  you  read  "Secret  Remedies"? — Portions  of  them. 

Have  you  realised  the  fact  that  the  analyst  there  is  very 
definite  in  regard  to  all  the  things  he  writes  about  ? — I  did 
not  understand  that.  I  think  he  makes  certain  reservations 
in  his  preface. 

Mr.  Lawson,  who  next  took  witness  in  hand,  tried  to 
get  an  idea  of  the  extent  to  which  the  Government  analysts 
rely  on  taste  and  smell,  and  whether  these  would  vary  with 
different  analysts,  and  even  according  to  age.  Dr.  Dobbie 
explained  that  these  tests  only  occupy  a  subordinate  place 
in  the  laboratory.  The  analysis  of  medicines  is  only  a 
small  part  of  the  work,  a  statement  which  led  to  an  ex- 
planation of  the  various  duties  of  the  Government  chemists. 
Among  these  is  the  analysis  of  drugs  to  see  whether  they 
come  within  the  entire  drugs  exemption  and  "known, 
admitted,  and  approved  "  exemption  of  the  Medicine 
Stamp  Acte. 

Mr.  Cawley  asked  whether  witness  thought  an  analysis 
in  "  Secret  Remedies  "  a  fair  one  which  referred  to  tablets 
containing  Pilots  vesiculosus,  and  Dr.  Dobbie  said,  "Yes, 
assuming  the  analyst  found  nothing  else  there." 

Mr.  _  Lynch  inquired  regarding  the  sense  of  smell  in 
analysis,  which  witness  said  would  depend  a  good  deal  on 
the  personal  equation.  He  asked  also  whether  witness 
would  rely  on  the  accuracy  of  a  sugar  determination  made 
by  Pavy's  test.  Dr.  Dobbie  said  he  would  not  pledge  him- 
self to  absolute  accuracy  in  that  case.  Mr.  Lynch  then 
asked  witness  whether  he  was  prepared  to  agree  with  Mr. 
H  arrison's  analyses  which  are  carried  to  the  second  place 
of  decimals.  The  Chairman  intervened  with  an  example 
where  0.35  of  burnt  alum  is  mentioned.  Witness  said  that 
would  be  possible,  as  inorganic  substances  can  be  deter- 
mined with  great  accuracy.  Mr.  Lynch  then  read  out  a 
case  where  tincture  of  capsicum  was  stated  to  the  second 
place  of  decimals.  Dr.  Dobbie,  after  consulting  Mr. 
Simmonds,  who  was  sitting  beside  him,  said,  "  I  would  not 
like  to  pledge  myself  to  that."  Further  questions  referred 
to  unknown  drugs  and  to  the  detection  and  identification  of 
alkaloids. 

Mr.  Chas.  Bathurst :  You  say  you  are  not  a  pharmacist  ? — 
No,  I  am  not. 

How  many  of  the  officials  serving  under  you  are  pharma- 
cists ? — Quite  a  number  of  the  senior  members  of  the  staff. 
We  have  about  half-a-dozen  men  in  the  place  who  have 


taken  the  examination  in  food  and  drugs  of  the  Institute 
of  Chemistry. 

Have  the  majority  of  your  staff  pharmaceutical  qualifica- 
tions ? — No,  not  the  majority. 

When  you  make  a  report  upon  a  particular  medicine  that 
has  not  necessarily  been  submitted  to  a  qualified  pharma- 
cist ? — You  mean  one  who  has  formal  qualifications? 

Yes  ;  one  who  has  pharmaceutical  qualifications  ? — Yes  ; 
pharmaceutical  qualifications  by  training  and  practice, 
though  not  necessarily  by  examination. 

Would  it  not  be  a  great  help  to  you  in  the  important 
position  that  you  occupy  if  you  yourself  had  a  pharma- 
ceutical qualification  ? — I  don't  think  so.  My  duties  are  so 
very  varied  that  it  would  be  quite  impossible  to  have  special 
qualifications  in  respect  of  each  branch  of  my  work. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones:  Have  the  Government  ever  made  use  of 
your  great  organisation  for  the  purpose  of  investigating 
new  drugs? — I  think  not. 

I  mean  for  the  purpose  of  doing  such  work  as  Dr.  Power, 
Dr.  Jowett,  and  such  men  are  doing  ? — No. 

You  have  not  done  research  work  ? — Yes ;  but  not  research 
work  of  that  kind. 

Research  work  in  drugs  ? — No,  except  sometimes  in  con- 
nection with  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  when  questions  of 
poisoning  cattle  have  arisen. 

Assuming  there  was  some  responsible  Government  Depart- 
ment which  said,  "  We  want  to  have  all  those  patent  medi- 
cines investigated  and  an  opinion  expressed  about  them 
such  as  is  expressed  in  "  Secret  Remedies,"  would  you  feel 
that  your  department  as  it  now  stands  Was  competent  to 
conduct  that  investigation  ? — Certainly.  Several  members 
of  the  staff  have  devoted  a  great  amount  of  time  to  the 
investigation  of  drugs.  I  have  myself  spent  the  best  years 
of  my  life  in  the  investigation  of  alkaloids,  not  from  the 
pharmaceutical  point  of  view,  but  from  the  scientific  point 
of  view. 

After  the  Luncheon  Interval 

the  Committee  had  a  brief  sitting  in  private,  and  it  was 
not  until  ten  minutes  to  three  that  the  public  were 
readmitted  to  the  room. 

Sir  Philip  Magnus  now  occupied  the  chair,  and  he  asked 
Dr.  Dobbie  a  question  arising  out  of  a  comment  made  on 
December  12  last  by  Mr.  Umney  with  respect  to  the 
Government  analysis  of  Woodward's  Gripe  Water,  that  it 
was  not  more  accurate  than  Mr.  Harrison's.  A  particular 
ingredient  had  not  been  found,  and  certain  ingredients 
that  were  not  in  the  gripe  water  had  been  reported.  Mr. 
Umney  thought  that  was  generally  confirmed  by  the  state- 
ment that  these  things  could  not  be  determined  rightly 
by  analytical  methods.  Since  then  the  Government 
chemists  had  again  analysed  this  substance,  and  the  Com- 
mittee would  like  to  know  whether  he  had  any  remark  to 
make  on  Mr.  Umney's  statement. 

Witness  replied  that,  as  regarded  the  statement  that 
some  ingredients  that  were  not  in  the  Gripe  Water  had 
been  found,  the  Government  analysts  saw  no  reason  what- 
ever to  modify  the  terms  of  their  report.  They  were  not 
prepared  to  dispute  the  allegation  that  another  extract  was 
an  ingredient  of  the  article,  but  if  so  its  presence  was 
masked  owing  to  the  presence  of  the  capsicum.  Con- 
tinuing, Dr.  Dobbie  suggested  that  certain  experience  of 
the  Government  analysts  in  the  laboratories  might  be  use- 
ful to  the  Committee  as  bearing  on  the  question  whether 
the  formula  of  a  proprietary  medicine  or  the  names  of  the 
ingredients  should  be  printed  on  the  label,  or,  on  the  other 
hand,  that  the  name  of  the  medicine  should  be  registered 
with  the  Customs  and  Excise  Department,  together  with 
particulars  of  any  poisons  it  contains.  It  might  be  of 
assistance  to  the  Committee  to  have  some  information  of 
the  regulations  adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
in  a  case  that  was  somewhat  analogous.  Particulars  were 
then  given  of  the  regulations  of  the  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture regarding  approved  sheep-dips.  These  required 
confidential  disclosure  of  formula,  but  in  nineteen  years 
there  had  been  no  complaint  of  secrets  being  divulged, 
and  competition  had  not  been  destroyed.  The  control  of 
disinfectants  for  use  on  board  ship  was  also  cited.  Mr. 
Bathurst  failed  to  see  how  to  apply  regulations  of  this 
type  to  patent  medicines,  but  Dr.  Dobbie  disclaimed 
anything  further  than  giving  illustrative  examples,  and 
admitted  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  it  would  be  easier  to  censor 
sheep-dips  than  remedies.  Mr.  Lawson  raised  consider- 
able laughter  by  bringing  out  the  point  that  the  user,  not 
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the  vendor,  of  sheep-dip  is  liable  for  using  the  wrong  kind 
of  dip. 

Mr.  C.  Simmonds,  B.Sc,  first-class  analyst  at  the 
Government  Laboratory,  then  took  the  witness-chair  to 
leply  particularly  to  questions  regarding  the  British 
.Pharmacopoeia.  An  analysis  of  the  preparations  in  the 
Pharmacopoeia  was  handed  in,  hut  the  Chairman  only 
made  a  few  very  brief  excerpts  from  this,  which  apparently 
stated  that  there  are  364  drugs  in  the  Pharmacopoeia.  Of 
these,  133  are  inorganic.  The  remaining  231  are  organic 
bodies,  some  of  which  are  derivatives  of  others,  such  as 
morphine  from  opium  and  terebene  from  oil  of  turpentine. 
Witness  said  the  231  organic  substances  could  be  divided 
into  two  classes — 108  of  which  are  chiefly  manufactured 
products,  and  123  crude  vegetable  substances.  Practically 
all  the  members  of  the  first  class  are  capable  of  recognition 
-by  analy  tical  methods,  and  would  in  "general  be  capable 
of  detection  in  complex  admixtures.  The  second  category 
were  employed  in  the  crude  form  as  a  source  of  other 
preparations — tinctures,  infusions,  etc.  Ipecacuanha,  for 
instance,  occurs  as  such,  and  also  as  extract,  vinegar  and 
wine.  It  would  be  misk-ading  to  reckon  these  as  separate 
articles,  and  only  the  primary  form  had  been  counted. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  and  Mr.  Lawson  interposed,  and  asked 
to  what  point  this  evidence  was  directed.  The  Chairman 
said  evidence  had  been  given  that  there  are  a  large  number 
of  substances  not  capable  of  analysis,  and  this  statement 
is  in  answer.  Reading  from  the  -witness's  analysis,  he 
said  "  at  least  330  are  recognisable  by  analytical  methods." 
Mr.  Lawson  :  In  the  broadest  sens©  of  the  word.  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  said  the  writer  of  the  preface  in  the  first  volume 
of  "  Secret  Remedies  "  said  the  identification  of  many 
preparations  likely  to  be  used  in  cough-mixtures,  such  as 
treacle,  extract  of  liquorice,  etc.,  was  practically  im- 
possible. Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked  witness  if  the  drugs  in 
the  list  he  was  going  to  read  out  did  not  come  within  the 
category  of  those  it  was  impossible  to  identify.  He  asked 
Mr.  Simmonds  to  stop  him  when  he  came  to  a  drug  capable 
of  identification.  Witness  admitted  it  was  practically 
impossible  to  identify  arnica,  bryonia,  and  buchu  in 
admixture,  but  would  not  say  it  was  impossible  to  find 
cascara  sagrada  even  in  a  pill  with  other  extracts,  although 
he  admitted  it  would  be  a  difficult  matter.  Ergot  would 
be  difficult  to  find,  and  mixed  with  old-fashioned  drugs 
impossible  to  detect.  Gentian  extract  was  one  of  the 
bitters  which  can  be  separated,  but,  again,  it  was  a  case 
depending  on  the  complexity  of  the  mixture.  "Diffi- 
cult" was  again  the  verdict  as  to  eoloevnth,  and  the 
remarks  as  to  cascara  sagrada  applied  to  rhubarb.  Witness 
agreed  with  the  "Secret  Remedies"  writer  that  senega, 
Virginian  prune,  and  many  other  ingredients  entering  into 
the  composition  of  domestic  remedies  are  practically  safe 
from  chemical  analysis.  An  answer  in  the  affirmative  was 
also  given  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  question  that  "analysis" 
covered  everything  that  could  possibly  be  done. 

EuFHORBIA  PlLTJLIFERA. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  next  got  witness  to  agree  that  Dr. 
Power  was  _  an  authority  on  the  composition  of  drugs. 
He  then  pointed  out  that  Dr.  Power  stated  in  his  recent 
paper  on  Euphorbia  pilulifera  that  there  is  no  principle 
to  which  any  specific  action  can  be  ascribed.  He  asked 
if  this  is  not  true  of  a  number  of  drugs,  their  virtue 
lying  in  the  combination.  Witness,  said  it  was  true  of  a 
number  of  drugs,  but  it  can  be  accounted  for. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  continued  that  Dr.  Power  also  said, 
that  although  no  alkaloid  or  glucoside  hrd  been  isolated, 
there  is  still  ■something  present  to  which  the  action  of  the 
drug  might  be  due.  Mr.  Simmonds  said  he  would  not 
quarrel  with  Dr.  Power's  statement.  He  also  agreed  that 
Dr.  Jowett  was  recognised  as  a  high  authority. 

Galenicals  and  Active  Principles. 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  read -from  Dr.  Jowctt's  recent  paper  at 
the  March  evening  meeting  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
when  the  latter  said  it  is  the  custom  of  medical  men  to 
prefer  galenicals  to  active  principles,  and  that  this  prefer- 
ence is  based  on  actual  experience.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  asked 
if  the  active  principles,  morphine,  etc,  were  got  out  of 


opium,  and  a  standardised  tincture  made,  might  it  not 
have  quite  a  different  effect  to  the  tincture  made  from  the 
natural  drug.    Witness  said  that  may  be. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  continuing,  said  Dr.  Jowett  divided 
drugs  into  four  classes,  and  was  giving  the  first  of  these  : 
jaborandi,  physostigma,  coca,  and  ergot,  where  knowledge 
is  sufficient  to  advise  galenicals  being  replaced  by  active 
principles,  when  the  Chairman  intervened  to  point  out 
that  witness  could  hardly  answer  questions  on  a  paper 
he  had  not  read.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  he  could  simplify 
the  matter  by  saying  that  Dr.  Jowett  mentioned  galenicals 
which  could  not  be  replaced  by  active  principles,  but 
witness  would  not  enter  into  questions  of  medicinal 
activity,  although  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  pointed  out  that  the 
results  of  analyses  also  concerned  the  activity  of  the 
ingredients. 

The  Chairman  intervened  to  protect  the  witness,  but 
Mr.  Glyn-Jones  protested.  He  said,  on  a  point  of  order, 
that  they  had  had  Government  witnesses  in  the  chair  as 
arbiters  of  analysis.  A  long  statement  had  been  put  in  as  to 
how  far  drugs  can  be  analysed.  This  went  to  the  bottom  of 
the  inquiry.  Witness  was  specially  deputed  to  answer 
questions  regarding  drugs,  and  he  hoped  witness  was  not 
going  to  say  he  is  incompetent  to  answer.  Witness  re- 
plied that  questions  as  to  medical  activity  are  for  a 
medical  man  to  answer.  In  reply  to  a  further  question 
whether  he  could  tell  if  a  mixture  had  any  medicinal 
value,  witness  said  only  in  the  sense  of  recognising  certain 
ingredients  by  reference  to  the  Pharmacopoeia.  The 
Chairman  said  witness  only  gave  evidence  as  to  presence 
of  drugs,  and  not  as  to  their  medicinal  effect.  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  got  witness  to  admit  that  it  was  a  matter  of  general 
knowledge  that  vegetable  purgatives  could  not  be  stan- 
dardised either  chemically  or  physiologically,  and  then 
asked  if  it  was  much  use  publishing  what  purports  to  be 
analyses  of  such  things  as  Cockle's  Pills,  Scott's  Pills, 
or  Beecham's  Pills.  Witness  said  he  would  leave  that  to 
the  analyst  who  published  them.  Witness,  in  another 
reply,  said  the  Government  Laboratory  would  undertake 
analysis  of  pills  on  the  market  if  the  Committee  wished 
it.  The  Chairman  remarked  that  the  Committee  had 
sufficient  medical  knowledge  to  determine  if  analytical 
reports  were  of  any  value.  In  regard  to  the  statement 
"substances  of  no  medicinal  value,"  which  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  attributed  to  Mr.  Harrison,  the  Chairman  said  the 
British  Medical  Association  were  responsible  for  "Secret 
Remedies."  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  this  was  a  new  point, 
and  they  ought  to  get  the  medical  witnesses  in  the 
chair  again.  He  thought  that  whatever  questions  it  was 
suitable  to  put  to  Mr.  Harrison  are  suitable  to  put  to  the 
Government  analyst.  The  whole  point  is  that  there  is 
considerable  doubt  as  to  the  value  of  analysis  regarding 
therapeutical  worth  of  remedies. 

Witness  again  stated  that  he  could  express  no  opinion 
as  to  medicinal  value  except  that  which  was  expressed  in 
the  Pharmacopoeia. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  said  he  had  accordingly  no  further 
questions  to  ask. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  until  Thursday.  May  29, 
which  it  is  expected  will  be  the  last  meeting. 


Oatmeal  for  the  Toilet.—"  The  value  of  catmeal  for 
toilet  purposes  is  often  overlooked,  yet  as  a  cleanser  and 
whitener  of  the  skin  it  is  valuable,  and  its  soothing  pro- 
perties are  unsurpassed.  For  the  luxury  of  a  hot  oatmeal- 
bath  sachets  may  be  easily  prepared  as  follows:  Empty  into 
a  large  dry  basin  5  lb.  of  oatmeal,  then  add  1  lb.  each  of 
Florentine  powdered  orris-root  and  almond  mea,l  and  i  lb. 
old  Castile  soap  which  has  been  scraped  to. a  powder.  These 
must  be  thoroughly  incorporated,  and  about  two  clips  of 
the  mixture  are  loosely  put  up  into  cheesecloth  bags.  When 
one  of  these  is  dropped  into  the  bath,  stir  it  about  until 
the  water  becomes  deliciously  soft  and  milky.  If  the  orris- 
powder  does  not  impart  a  sufficiently  sweet  odour,  a  lovely 
perfume  is  assured  by  adding.  1  oz.  of  lavender  or  verbena 
oil  to  a  pint  of  liquid  ammonia.  This  must  be  well  shaken 
in  a  bottle  before  use.  A  mere  sprinkle  in  the  hot  .  bath 
is  sufficient,  and  the  ammonia  braces  the  bather."  [This 
is  from  the  "Pall  Mall  Gazette."  Chemists  should  do  the 
mixing  and  anticipate  customers  by  having  the  toilet  oatmeal 
ready  in  bags.  They  can  improve  upon  the  "  P.M.G," 
ammonia.] 
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American  Tariff  Bill. 


THE  Blue  Book  dealing  with  the  proposed  new  Customs 
Tariff  of  the  United  States  of  America,  referred  to 
in  last  week's  C.  <£•  D.,  has  now  been  issued  by  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  is  obtainable  at  Wyman  &  Sons  [Cd.  6774. 
Is.  It  is  a  comprehensive  document  of  120  pages,  and 
contains  the  provisions  of  the  Bill  in  full,  together  with 
the  present  and  proposed  rates  of  duty  in  tabular  form. 
We  have  already  dealt  with  many  of  the  proposed 
changes,  but  with  the  Blue  Book  before  us  it  is  desirable 
to  bring  them  together.  Schedule  A  deals  with  chemicals, 
oils,  and  paints,  and  we  have  selected  those  of  interest, 
the  figures  being  "cents  per  lb."  unless  otherwise  indi- 
cated, while  the  figures  given  in  parentheses  are  the 
present  rates  of  duty  : 

Chemicals  and  Medicinal  Compounds. 
N.s.p.f.=not  specially  provided  for;  p.c.=per  cent. 

r9tttS:  J™0,' -I10'  jF*.  citrie'  5c-  t7c-];  formic,"  l*c. 
[25  p.c.  ad  val.];  gallic,  4c.  8c] ;  lactic,  lie.  [2c.  to  3c  V 
oxalic,  2c    [2c];    phosphoric,   2c.   [free]     pyrogallic  10c 

[%J\C- ?drLy'  2kc-  [5=0:  tannic  and  fa  nin,  4  c 

[35c.];  tartaric  acid,  3*c.  5c.].  All  other  acids  and  acid 
anhydrides  n.s.p.f.,  15  p.c.  ad  val.  [25  p.c.  ad  van 
Benzoic  and  picric  acids,  free.  Acetone  lc  Tnnt 
specified];  alkalies,  alkaloids,  and  all  chemical  and  nidi 
ffSlf  Preparations,  mixtures,  and  salts  and^om- 
bmations  thereof   n.s.p.f.,  15  p.c.  ad  val.  [25  p.c.  ad  vail- 

ls7T'ad  Z)  alum-cake:  and  alI°^r  aluminicompounds 
ZlJf  acl  vaL>  a.mmoma  carb.  and  muriate.  3c  ■  licuor 
anhydrous  ammonia,  2ic  [5c.];  ammoniaca  4gas-l  quor 
10  p.c.  ad  val  [not  specified].  Cream  of  tartar  2ic f5c  T 
Balsams  copaiba,  fir,  Peru,  tolu,  etc.    if  crude    10  n  o 

fP  il-^aSin^r^^^  ~| 

precipitated  chalkP  25  p.c.  ad  vol  [lc. peflbV     ^  ^ 
Chemical  and  medicinal  compounds  and  preparation,  in 

eiprensfednontUrre  f%  Sa!tS'  diM  t 
£ fSf  i  C1\s'  rendered  oils,  greases,  ethers,  flavouring  and 

'20  pc  orTess  "£  ^T^To^  c^^ining  alsfhol- 
more thm  9 a^  P!   IK  an<?  20  aa  ad  raL'  containing 

—  SB-feat  "ssr^rs^ 

kinds  nsV  2f I  no      7  ethers -and  esters  of  all 

;    r<p,Ci    ¥  Saffron   and  saffron-cake 

fSseroil^r  |cr lf-eSgarf°a™ald2tyDd^ I  ^  ^ 
25  n.o.  ad         tfce^cS  Ic0^],  rffined^c  [3c  f"' 

odtde  15c  25c  1  fife*  11°„dc>f?™'  15c.  [75c] ;  potassium 
l  n»  re  l  '  f-  '-  B,ucmi.  10c.  [not  spec  fied]-  coca-leaves 
SSJdft  Tw?"-  sPecifi^l;   liqn^ice  root  un! 

Hme  lc  S;  *arsaparilIa-  lc.  fnot  specified];  citrate  of 
lie  >3c  1-  T?n1™  ma*ne?a>  calcined  3*c.  \lc],  carbonate 
±£C.  |0c.  I:   fosom  salts.  ^Vo.  Tic.];  masrnesi'fp    fnl^r,,^  «1 

IT  frel  :  T       m1'  15°-  Pe^al.  [35c.]:  sweet-almond  oTl 
5c.  j^free];  ol  ve  oil  n.s.p.f.,  20  p.c.  ad  val.  [40c.  per  gal.] 
ditto  in  bottles,  jars,  etc.,  30c.  per  sral.  [50cl;   all  other 
expressed  oils  n.s.p.f.,  15  p.c.  a«"  val.  [25  p.c.  a* 

Opium  crude.  9  pc.  morphine  and  over,  S3  rSl  501- 
omum  dried.  $4  J3Z\t  morphine  and  salts,  $3  per  ol 
R1.5UJ;  cocaine,  ecgonme,  and  all  salts  and  derivatives,  $2 


per  oz.  [$1.50];  opium  ext.,  laudanum,  and  other  liquid  pre- 
parations of  opium  n.s.p.f.,  60  p.c.  ad  val.  [40  p.c.]. 

Lead:  acetate,  white,  l£c.  [3c.];  nitrate,  lgc.  [24c.]; 
acetate,  brown  grey,  lc  [2c] ;  all  other  lead-compounds 
n.s.p.f.,  20  p.c.  ad  val.  [25  p.c.  ad  val.'].  Potash:  bicarb,  ref., 
jc.  [25  p.c  ad  val.'];  chlorate,  chromate,  bichromate,  lc  [2c. 
to  2gc.];  cyanide,  l£c.  [12^  p.c.  ad  val.];  saltpetre,  $7  per 
ton  tic.  per  lb.];  permanganate,  lc.  [25  p.c.  ad  val.];  red 
prussiate,  2c.  [8c.];  yellow  prussiate,  l£c.  [4c.];  bismuth, 
gold,  platinum,  rhodium,  tin,  silver,  and  uranium  salts, 
15  p.c  ad  val.  [mostly  not  specified]. 

Soda:  benzoate,  5c.  [25  p.c];  chlorate  and  nitrate,  io. ; 
bicarbonate  and  other  alkalies  containing  50  p.c.  or  mere  of 
bicarbonate  of,  hydrate  of,  or  caustic,  phosphate  of,  hypo- 
sulphite of,  and  sulphate  of,  gc  ;  cyanide,  I5C.  [25  p.c.]; 
borax,  sal.  soda,  and  soda-crystals,  £c. 

Essential  Oils,  Perfumery,  and  the  like. 
Oils,  distilled  and  essential :  orange  and  lemon,  10  p.c. 
ad  val.;_  peppermint,  25c.  [25c.];  almond  (bitter),  amber, 
ambergris,  anise,  bergamot,  chamomile,  caraway,  cassia, 
cinnamon,  cedrat,  citronella,  lemongrass,  civet,  fennel, 
jasmin,  juniper,  lavender,  spike,  lime,  neroli,  origanum, 
rosemary,  otto  of  rose,  thyme,  and  valerian  :  all  the  fore- 
going oils,  and  all  fruit  ethers,  oils,  and  essences,  and  dis- 
tilled oils,  and  all  combinations  of  the  same,  n.s.p.f.,  20  p.c. 
ad  val.  [Under  the  present  tariff  many  of  these  are  free.] 
Perfumery,  including  Cologne  and  other  toilet  waters, 
hair,  mouth,  teeth,  skin  preparations,  and  the  like,  if  con- 
taining alcohol,  40c.  and  60  p.c.  ad  val.  [60c.  and  50  p.c. 
ad  val.],  if  not  containing  alcohol,  60  p.c.  [60  p.c.];  amber- 
gris, musk,  civet,  natural  and  synthetic  preparations,  but 
not  marketable  as  perfumes  or  cosmetics,  20  p.c.  [free]; 
plasters,  15  p.c.  [25  p.c]. 

Soaps  :  perfumed  toilet,  40  p.c.  [50  p.c.l ;  medicinal  soaps, 
30  p.c.  [20c] ;  Castile  soap  and  unperf  umed  toilet  soap, 
10  p.c.  ad  val.  [l\c.  Castile  soap];  all  other  soaps  n.s.p.f., 
5  p.c.  ad  val.  [20  p.c.  ad  vol.]. 

Spices:  cassia-buds,  cassia  and  cassia  vera,  cinnamon  and 
cinnamon-chips,  clove-stems,  lc.  ;  cloves,  2c. ;  ginger,  lc. ; 
mace,  8c.  ;  nutmegs,  pepper,  black  or  white,  lc  ;  pimento, 
fc.  ;  spices  n.s.p.f.,  20  p.c.  ad  val.  Canary-seed,  jc.  [free]; 
caraway,  lc.  [free] ;  anise,  2c.  [free]. 

Talcum,  ground  talc,   steatite,   and  French  chalk,  cut, 
powdered,  washed,  or  pulverised,  15  p.c.  ad  val.  [French 
chalk,  lc.  per  lb.];   vanillin,  10c.  per  oz.  [20c.  per  oz.]; 
vanilla-beans,  50c.  [not  specified] ;  tonka-beans,  25c.  [free]. 
Free  List. 

The  following  articles  are  on  the  free  list :  Acids,  acetic, 
arsenic,  carbolic,  chromic,  fluoric,  hydrofluoric,  hydrochloric, 
nitric,  phthalic,  prussic,  sulphuric,  valerianic.  Aconite, 
alcohol-wood,  annatto,  asafetida,  cinchona-barks,  beeswax, 
bismuth,  copper  sulphate,  bromine,  castorum,  cocculus 
indicus,  cochineal,  cuttlefish,  dandelion,  dragon's-blood, 
crude  drugs,  such  as  barks,  beans,  berries,  etc.,  copal, 
damar,  kauri.  Iodine,  crude  or  resublimed  [formerly  re- 
sublimed  was  20c.  per  lb.,  crude  being  free];  ipecac,  jalap, 
kelp;  lac  dye,  crude,  seed,  button,  stick,  and  shell,  casein; 
lemon  and  lime  juice,  manna,  marshmallow,  nux  vomica; 
cajuput,  coconut,  cod-liver  [present  tariff,  15c.  per  gal.], 
cottonseed,  croton,  soya,  and  nut  oils ;  orange  and  lemon 
peels,  phosphorus,  quinine  and  its  salts,  radium  salts,  salep, 
salicin,  santonin  [present  tariff.  50c.];  seeds,  such  as  carda- 
moms, coriander,  and  the  like ;  soda-sulphate,  soda-ash 
[present  tariff,  \c.  per  lb.],  strychnine  and  its  salts  [present 
tariff,  15c.  per  oz.].  sulphur,  tamarinds,  turmeric,  turpen- 
tine, vegetable  or  mineral  wax. 

Summarising  the  above,  we  find  the  outstanding  features 
to  be  much  lower  rates  for  medicinal  preparations,  these 
being  cut  from  25  per  cent,  to  15  per  cent.  The  balsams 
are  to  be  placed  on  an  ad  valorem  basis,  whereas  formerly 
they  were  free.  Most  ethers  under  the  present  tariff  pay 
50c.  per  lb.,  but  the  new  proposal  is  a  reduction  to  20  per 
cent,  ad  val.  Essential  oils  have  been  taken  from  the  free 
list,  many  of  them  being  scheduled  to  pay  20  per  cent. 
ad  val.,  and  the  rates  on  perfumed  toilet  and  medicated 
soaps  have  been  reduced. 

Cabling  on  April  29,  the  Washington  correspondent  of 
"  The  Times  "  intimates  that  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives completed  the  consideration  of  Schedule  A,  relating 
to  chemicals,  oils,  and  paints,  which  remained  practically 
unchanged,  all  amendments  offered  by  the  minority  being 
voted  down. 

Turkish  Liquorice. — Reporting  on  the  trade  of  Mosul, 
Turkey,  for  1912,  the  British  Vice-Consul  states  that  the 
"  recently  established  liquorice  company  has  had  a  fairly 
successful  year,  and  is  extending  its  operations  further." 
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TRADE  REPORT. 

The  prices  given  in  this  section  are  those  obtained  by  importers  or 
manufacturers  for  bulk  quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these 
prices  various  charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in 
many  instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers 
receive  the  goods  into  stock,  after  which  much  expense  may  be 
incurred  in  garbling  and  the  like.  Qualities  of  chemicals,  drugs, 
oils,  and  many  other  commodities  vary  greatly,  and  higher 
prices  than  those  here  quoted  are  charged  for  selected  qualities 
of  natural  products  even  in  bulk  quantities.  Retail  Duyers 
cannot,  therefore,  for  these  and  other  reasons,  expect  to 
purchase  at  the  prices  quoted  here. 

4a  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.,  May  i. 

HIHE  week  under  review  has  been  noticeable  for  the  few 
-a-  alterations  in  market  values,  although  there  is  a  fair 
undercurrent  of  business.  Heavy  chemicaLs  are  moving 
well  into  consumption,  and  of  drugs  larger  quantities  than 
usual  were  brought  to  auction.  Among  the  changes  to  be 
noted  is  a  slight  weakening  in  citric  acid.  Arsenic  and 
copper  sulphate  are  also  easier.  Sulphate  of  ammonia  is 
dull  and  lower,  as  is  soda  nitrate.  Paraffin  wax 
is  dearer.  Cod-liver  oil  is  practically  without 
business  and  prices  nominal.  Ergot  is  flat  and 
tending  easier ;  kola  scarce.  Opium  and  morphine 
steady,  but  quiet.  Florentine  orris  remains  firm.  In 
essential  oils,  lemon  is  very  firm  and  in  better  demand ; 
orange  is  higher  and  bergamot  irregular.  Star  anise  oil  is 
easy,  and  among  minor  descriptions  oil  of  ginger  has  been 
reduced.  Caraway  oil  is  also  easier.  The  principal 
changes  have  been  as  under  : 


Higher 


Lime-oil  (W.I.) 
Orange  oil 
Wax.  bees' 
(Jam.  and 
East  Africa) 
Wax,  pararrin 


Firmer 


Coca  leaves 
Copaiba 


Easier 


Arsenic 
Benzoin 

(Sumatra) 
Camphor 

(Jap. )  slabs 
Caraway  oil 
Citric  acid 
Copper 

sulphate 
Nux  vomica 


Lower 


Ammonia 

sulphate 
Cardamoms 
Cassia  fistula 
Ginger  oil 
Menthol 
Paraldehyde 
Sarsapardla 

(grey  Jam.) 
Soda  Nitrate 
Turpentine 


Cablegrams. 

Bergen,  May  1. — The  cod-fishing  in  the  Finmarken 
districts  is  satisfactory ;  the  market  for  finest  non- 
congealing  Norwegian  medicinal  oil  is  quiet  at  98s.  6d. 
per  barrel  c.i.f.  terms. 

New  York,  April  30.— Opium  is  firm  at  $6.25  per  lb. 
for  druggists'  in  single  cases.  Peppermint  oil  in  tins  is 
dull  at  $2.80  per  lb.  Copaiba  has  advanced  2c.  per  lb. 
Curacao  aloes  in  cases  is  easier  at  7-J,c,  and  cascara 
sagrada  is  quiet  at  7^c.  Hydrastis  is  steady  at  $3.90  per 
!b.    Business  in  drugs  is  quiet. 

London  Markets. 

Anise  Oil,  Star.— In  the  new  American  Tariff  Bill  it 
is  proposed  to  take  this  oil  from  the  free  list  and  tax  it 
20  per  cent.,  in  consequence  of  which  a  fair  quantity 
has  recently  been  shipped  to  the  U.S.A.  The  tone, 
however,  remains  easy,  with  sellers  of  "  Red  Ship  "  at 
6s.  Id.  spot  and  6s.  Id.  c.i.f. 

Arsenic  is  a  shade  easier  at  from  18/.  to  18?.  10s.  per 
ton  for  best  Cornish  white  powder. 

Bergamot  Oil. — Prices  are  irregular,  varying  from 
23s.  lOd.  to  24s.  lOd.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  April  26  states  that  the  blossoming 
appears  to  be  progressing  fairly  well  so  far,  but  while  infor- 
mation is  favourable  on  this  point,  a  new  disease  of  the 
bergamot-trees  has  appeared;  this  has  caused  anxiety,  and 
the  Government  are  sending  experts  to  investigate.  The 
position  of  spot  oil  is  unchanged,  trade  generally  being 
clack  all  round. 


Caraway  Oil. — The  easier  price  of  seed  enables 
distillers  to  reduce  prices  to  5s.  Qd.  for  rectified  Dutch 
oil,  and  to  5s.  for  Dutch ;  finest  English  distilled  is  worth 
6s.  9d.  to  7s.  Zd.  as  to  quantity. 

Castor  Oil. — English  make  of  first  pressing  for  prompt 
delivery  is  quoted  at  29/.,  May  at  28/.  10s.,  June  at  28/., 
and  July-December  27/.  15s.  per  ton  in  barrels,  usual 
terms,  delivered  free  on  wharf  London  ;  pharmaceutical 
quality  is  50s.  per  ton  over  the  price  of  first  pressing,  and 
oil  in  tins  and  cases  50s.  per  ton  over  the  respective  price 
in  barrels. 

Cinchona. — Further  particulars  in  regard  to  the 
Amsterdam  auction  to  be  held  on  Wednesday,  May  7, 
show  that  the  16,661  packages  weigh  about  1,514,218  kilos, 
and  contain  the  equivalent  of  90,434  kilos,  quinine 
sulphate.  The  weight  of  the  manufacturing  bark  is 
about  1,373,681  kilos.,  containing  the  equivalent  of 
85,273  kilos,  q.s.,  and  the  pharmaceutical  bark  weighs 
about  140,537  kilos.,  containing  the  equivalent  of 
5,161  kilos,  q.s.  The  average  percentage  of  quinine  in 
the  manufacturing  bark  is  6.21,  as  compared  with 
6.40  per  cent,  in  April,  and  6.13  per  cent,  in  February. 

Cinnamon. — The  "  Times  of  Ceylon  "  (April  3)  states  that 
there  is  very  little  inquiry,  and  it  looks  almost  as  if  the 
trade  is  dying  out,  with  China  as  a  keen  competitor.  It 
is  understood  that  there  are  large  stocks  held  both  in 
the  Continental  and  London  markets,  and  that  the  article 
can  be  bought  there  at  cheaper  rates  than  those  quoted 
in  Colombo.  Dealers  are  not  at  all  keen  on  selling  just 
now,  and  there  is  very  little  being  brought  to  the 
markets  for  sale. 

Citric  Acid  is  the  turn  cheaper  at  Is.  8^d.  per  lb. 

Coca-leaves. — At  the  auction  to  be  held  at  Amster- 
dam on  Wednesday,  May  3,  1,952  packages,  weighing 
about  100,099  kilos.,  and  containing  1,447  kilos,  total 
alkaloids,  will  be  offered.  The  average  percentage  is 
1.45,  as  compared  with  1.52  per  cent,  in  April. 

Cod-liver  oil  remains  lifeless,  with  agents  quoting 
new  Norwegian  oil  at  from  95s.  to  105s.  per  barrel  c.i.f.y 
according  to  brand,  and  for  1912  oil  the  value  is  about 
90s.  on  the  spot. 

According  to  cabled  statistics  received  from  Norway,  the 
catch  and  output  of  cod-liver  oil  up  to  April  26  was  as 
follows  : 

Finmarken. 


1913 
1912 


1913 
1912 


¥ield  of 
c.l.o. 

(hecLI 
2.862 
6,112 


Livers  for 
Raw  Oils 
(hect  ) 
363 
6,241 


Catch  of 

find 

4,024,000 
8,752,C00 

Whole  of  Norway. 
44,401,000  28,113  6.153 

70.800,000  52,924  13,659 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  the  Lofoten  fishing  is 
now  finished,  and  that  the  yield  of  steam-refined  oil  has 
been  poor  in  comparison  with  that  of  last  year. 

Our  Bergen  correspondent  writes  on  April  28  that  the 
Lofoten  fishing  is  now  finally  closed,  with  the  following 
results,  as  comoared  with  those  of  the  two  previous  years  : 

19L1      1912  1913 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   10.5       15.1  10.2 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect )   ...   7,900     12,000  6,003 
Livers  for  "  raw  "  oils  (hect.)  ...     775        1,200  903 
The  Lofoten  reports  contain  some  details  as  to  the  size  and 
condition  of  the  cod  which  may  be  of  interest : 

"  1911  1912  1913 

...   270  to  255   245  to  210   265  to  225 


Weight  of  100  cod   

Number  of  livers  (per  hect.): 
at  opening  of  season       ...    3^0  to  450 
at  closing  of  season       ...    600  to  800 

Average    percentage   of  oil 
contained  in  the  liver     ...  [41 


400  to  500  450  to  550 
600  to  750  700  to  1,100 


46 


38 


The  other  winter  fisheries  are  now  also  closed,  and  it  is 
only  the  Finmarken  spring  fishery  that  is  undecided.  The 
catch  in  Finmarken  up  to  date  is  but.  half  of  last  year's 
catch  at  the  same  date.  This  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the 
spring  fishery  commenced  two  weeks  later  this  year  than 
in  1912,  owing  to  the  longer  duration  of  the  winter  fisheries 
this  year.  For  the  last  two  weeks  we  have  had  constantly 
stormy  weather,  which  has,  of  course,  hindered  a  regular 
fishing.  With  calm  weather  the  prospects  for  the  season 
must,  however,  be  considered  favourable.    The  total  out- 
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put  of  all  our  Norwegian  cod-fisheries  up  to  date  amounts 
to: 

1911       1912  1913 

Catch  of  cod  (millions)   37.9        71.2  44.8 

Yield  of  cod-liver  oil  (hect.)  ...  26,0U0  53,100  28,200 
Livers  for  "  raw  "  oils  (hect.)  ...    5,900     13,700  6,200 

Very  little  interest  has  been. shown  in  the  market  for  cod- 
liver  oil,  and  the  previous  quotation  of  about  100s.  per 
barrel,  c.i.f.,  rules  for  prime  non-congealing  1913  oil. 

Copper  Sulphate  is  a  shade  easier  at  23?.  2s.  6c7.  per 
ton  for  the  usual  Liverpool  brands  for  prompt  delivery, 
May  being  unaltered  at  221.  15s.  and  second  half  of  May 
221.  10.s. 

Cream  of  Tartar  is  in  good  demand,  and  prices  are  very 
steady  at  88s.  for  98-per-cent.  and  86s.  for  95-per-cent. 
powder. 

Ergot. — Privately  the  market  is  flat,  with  an  easier 
tendency,  either  Russian  or  German  offering  at  from 
3s.  6d.  to  3s.  9c7.  per  lb.  In  the  drug-auction  25  bags 
good  sound  Kussian  were  held  at  3s.  8d.  and  fair  small 
at  3s.  6cZ. 

Galls.— Chinese  are  scarce  on  spot,  and  to  arrive  the 
value  is  about  46s.  to  47s.  per  cwt.  c.i.f.  In  the  drug- 
auction  nine  bags  oil-  and  sea-damaged  Persian  sold  with- 
out reserve  at  from  26s.  to  42s. 

'  Ginger  Oil. — English  distillers  have  reduced  their 
price  by  Is.  6d.  to  19s.  6d.  per  lb. 

Kola  remains  very  scarce,  from  5^d.  to  6d.  per  lb. 
being  wanted  for  Java  description. 

Lemon-juice. — New  English  raw  is  quoted  at  2s.  per 
gallon. 

Lemon  Oil. — Rather  more  demand  has  been  shown, 
especially  for  delivery  off  contract,  and  prices  are  very 
firm  at  between  12s'.  6d.  and  12s.  9c?.  on  spot,  and 
12s.  6d.  and  13s.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  Terpeneless  is  lower 
at  90s.  c.i.f.,  but  it  can  be  bought  at  less  than  this  figure 
on  spot. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  April  26  states  that  there  is 
little  change  since  last  week;  orders  from  abroad  have 
been  received  with  fair  regularity,  especially  from  con- 
suming places,  and  the  covering  of  these  orders  locally  has 
kept  the  market  busy  at  entirely  unchanged  figures.  An 
occasional  slight  advance  has  been  paid  for  a  fey  parcels, 
but  on  the  whole,  the  demand  not  being  very  important, 
same  did  not  exceed  what  was  spontaneously  brought  to  the 
market  for  sale;  for  shipment  12s.  Ad.  per  lb.  c.i.f.  is 
quoted. 

Growers  and  shippers  of  citrus-fruit  met  at  Tampa,  Fla., 
on  April  18  (says  the  "  N.Y.  Commercial  "),  and  formed 
the  Florida  Citrus  League  to  fight  the  proposed 
reduction  in  the  tariff  on  lemons  and  oranges  from  l^c.  to 
5-c.  per  lb.  The  new  organisation  starts  off  with  85  per 
cent,  of  Florida  interests  identified  with  citrus-fruits 
pledged  to  support  it.  It  will  co-operate  with  the  California 
Citrus  League,  and  fight  to  the  last  detail  the  proposed 
lower  tariff.  The  estimated  production  of  Florida  citrus- 
fruits  this  year  is  between  _  4,500,000  and  6,000,000  boxes. 
It  is  stated  that  California's  production  amounted  to 
12,000,000  boxes,  of  which  30  per  cent,  were  rendered  un- 
marketable because  of  the  January  freeze.  The  proposed 
reduction  in  tariff,  declared  W.  C.  Temple,  manager  of 
the  Florida  Citrus  Exchange,  will  allow  keen  competition 
from  Sicily  and  Murcia  and  other  Mediterranean  points. 
The  statement  is  made  that  these  points  produce  more 
oranges  than  California  and  Florida  combined.  Cost  of 
production  is  less  than  in  this  country,  and  transportation 
is  also  cheaper. 

Morphine. — Makers'  prices  are  steady  at  from 
10s.  3c7.  to  10s.  6d.  per  oz.,  according  to  quantity. 

Opium. — The  demand  appears  to  have  subsided  for  the 
time  being,  and  the  market  is  steady  at  about  19s.  per 
lb.  c.i.f.  for  11  per  cent.,  the  spot  value  being  from 
20s.  6d.  to  21s.  per  lb. 

A  Smyrna  correspondent  writes  on  April  18  reporting  a 
very  active  week,  with  sales  amounting  to  195  cases  of  all 
manufacturing  druggists'  descriptions.  Market  closes  very 
firm  wit,h  buyers,  but  few  willing  sellers.  We  quote : 
Mixed  qualities  (9  per  cent,  to  10§  per  cent.),  15s.  9(7.  to 
18s.  6cZ. ;  ditto  (10  per  cent,  to  11  per  cent.),  17s.  9cZ.  to 
19s.  i>d. ;  Karahissars,  as  to  strength,  crop,  appearance,  and 
conditions,  18s.  to  20s. ;  Yerli  ditto,  19s.  to  23s.  The  arrivals 
are  2,357  cases,  against  1,164  cases  at  same  date  last  year. 
Writing  on  April  26,  a  Constantinople  correspondent  states 


that  the  sales  of  the  week  amount  to  81  cases  druggists'  at 
from  262  to  292  ptrs.,  two  cases  "6oft"  of  current  quality 
at  300  ptrs.,  and  two  cases  choice  Hadjikeni  at  348  ptrs. 
per  oke.  Market  is  firm,  with  buyers  for  the  U.S.A. 
There  is  an  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  growing 
crops  in  consequence  of  the  continuance  of  further  favour- 
able rains. 

Orange  Oil  is  dearer  at  from  12s.  3c?.  to  12s.  6d.  per 
lb.  c.i.f. ;  there  is,  however,  one  offer  at  lis.  lOd.  c.i.f. 

A  Palermo  advice  dated  April  26  reports  a  good  inquiry 
from  consuming  places,  but  business  is  difficult  to  effect 
owing  to  the  small  stocks.  It  is  rumoured  also  that  the  new 
blossoming  has  suffered  through  unfavourable  weather,  and 
especially  from  frost  •  but  this  information  has  not  been 
confirmed.  Apart  from  this,  the  market  is  very  strong  and 
holders  difficult  to  handle;  for  shipment  sweet  is  quoted 
lis.  9cZ.  per  lb.  c.i.f. 

Orris  remains  firm  at  71s.  c.i.f.  for  good  Florentine 
sorts,  and  up  to  76s.  for  selected  quality. 

Paraldehyde. — It  has  practically  been  decided  to  reduce 
the  price  about  2d.  per  lb.,  but  makers'  quotation  .will 
not  be  known  until  Friday  or  Monday. 

Quicksilver  remains  unaltered  at  7?.  Is.  from  second- 
hands,  and  the  leading  importers  quote  11.  10s.  per  bottle. 

Quinine  remains  very  quiet,  with  retail  sales  of  the 
usual  German  brands  from  second-hands  at  from  9gC?.  to 
10c?.  as  to  quantity. 

Shellac. — Quiet,  with  an  easier  tendency,  fair  standard 
TN  Orange  offering  at  76s.  to  77s.,  fair  free  AC  Garnet 
at  75s.,  and  GAL  at  67s.  ;  sellers  of  TN  for  May-June 
shipment  quote  78s.  6c?.  and  AC  Garnet  74s.  c.i.f.  Futures' 
are  lower,  the  sales  including  May  at  76s.  to  75s.,  and 
August  77s.  6d.  to  78s.,  closing  buyers  77s. 

Spices.' — At  auction  497  bags  washed  rough  Cochin 
Ginger  were  bought  in  at  48s.  The  Clyde,  from  Jamaica, 
has  brought  692  packages.  Of  Chillies  140  bags  fair 
bright  Japanese  were  bought  in  at  32s.,  and  30  cases  good 
Natal  Arrowroot  were  retired  at  9c7.  per  lb.  Eight  pack- 
ages Ceylon  Cinnamon  sold  without  reserve  at  5c?.  to  l^d. 
for  coarse  unworked,  and  30  bales  Tellicherry,  also  with- 
out reserve,  at  8^c?.  for  broken  and  2§c7.  to  2f c7.  for  bark ; 
and  of  184  bags  Ceylon  chips  60  sold  at  lfc/.  for  common 
dark.  Privately  Ceylon  (London  assortment)  is  quoted 
sellers  at  Is.  Id.  c.i.f.  for  May-June  shipment.  Of  Nut- 
megs 14  packages  West  Indian  sold  at  5|c?.  to  6c7.  for  105 
to  74  to  the  lb.,  and  at  3c?.  for  94's  in  shell.;  West  Indian 
Mace  steady,  3  packages  selling  at  ,  2s.  7c?.  for 
good  pale  and  at  2s.  2c7.  to  2s.  3c?.  for  dark  red 
and  picking's.  No  black  Pepper  was  offered  at 
auction  ;  privately  spot  demand  is  quiet,  with  fair  Singa- 
pore offering  at  b\d.  ;  arrival  market  is  firm,  with  a  fair 
demand,  the  sales  including  Singapore  May-June  ship- 
ment at'  4Jc?.,  July-September  4§|c?.,  and  August-October 
4f|c?.  White  pepper  was  not  offered  at  auction ;  fair  busi- 
ness has  been  done  privately,  Singapore  offering  at  8|c7. 
and  Muntok  at  8||c7.  spot;  arrival  market  is  firm,  the  sales 
including  May-July  shipment  of  Singapore  at  8^c?.  c.i.f. 

Turpentine  has  declined  about  3c?.  per  cwt.  on  the  week, 
American  closing  at  28s.  6c?.  on  spot. 

Wax,  Paraffin. — The  Scottish  mineral-oil  companies 
have  decided  to  fix  the  contract  prices  for  the  ensuing 
twelve  months  at  ^d.  per  lb.  over  those  ruling  twelve 
months  ago.  This  follows,  as  expected,  upon  the 
intimation  of  an  advance  of  -i^d.  per  lb.  more  a-  few 
days  ago  by  the  Anglo-American  Co.,  and  announced 
in  last  week's  C.  <£-■  D.  The  output  of  the  Scottish 
companies  is  about  28,000  tons  per  annum,  so  that  this 
advance  of  ^d.  should  represent  an  increase  in  revenue 
for  the  next  twelve  months  of  130,000?. 

London  Drug-auctions. 

Commercial  Sale  Rooms, 

Mincing  Lane,  F.C-,  May  1. 
The  next  drug-sales  will  be  held  on  May  22. 
At  the  auctions  of  new  and  second-hand  drugs  thirteen 
brokers  brought  forward  supplies,  the  total  quantity  offered 
being  larger  than  usual,  but  considering  that  no  further 
auctions  will  be  held  for  a  month,  the  demand  was  poor 
i  on  the  whole,  with  prices  favouring  buyers.    Cape  aloes 
-  was    not    offered,     and    privately    it    is    very  scarce. 
Sumatra    benzoin    tended    easier,    and    buchu   was  quite 
neglected  publicly.    Coca-leaves  were  mostly  sold  by  private 
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treaty  after  the  auction.  Cassia  fistula  was  forced  off  with- 
out reserve  at  lower  rates,  and  the  same  applied  to  Japanese 
camphor  slabs.  Cardamoms  were  very  irregular,  meeting 
with  a  dragging  demand  at  easier  rates.  Calurnba  went 
cheaply.  Dragon's-blood  was  of  no  interest.  Gamboge  is 
steady ;  and  for  honey  prices  were  irregular,  but  full  prices 
were  paid  for  good  grades.  Ipecacuanha  neglected,  with  an 
easy  undertone.  Lime-juice  is  difficult  to  sell,  but .  West 
Indian  distilled  lime  oil  was  3c7.  up.  Menthol  was  Is.  3c/. 
lower  on  sales  without  reserve.  ]Nux  vomica  was  easier, 
and  rhubarb  quiet.  Grey  Jamaica  sarsaparilla  was  2d.  to 
Zd.  cheaper,  the  quantity  offered  being  larger  than  usual. 
Tinnevelly  senna  was  unaltered,  the  bulk  of  the  offerings 
being  common  yellowish  leaf.  Turmeric  was  m  excessive 
supply ;  and  for  beeswax  2s.  6c7.  advance  was  paid  in  the 
case  of  Jamaica,  while  East  African  brought  the  highest 
recorded  price.  The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of 
goods  offered  and  sold  : 


Offered  Sold 

Ajowan-seed   138  ...  0 

Aloes — 

Curacao   51  ...  6 

Socotrine          ...  30  ...  0 

Zanzibar  (cases)  15  ...  0 

Ammoniacum    20  ...  0 

Angelica-root    17  ...  0 

Anise  (Russ.)    30  ...  0 

Annatto-seed    38  ...  38 

Ant-eggs    50  ...  0 

Antimony  (Ch.  cr.)  20  ...  0 

Asafetida   19  ...  0 

Balsam  peru   5  ...  0 

Balsam  tolu   4  ...  0 

Bay  oil    4  ...  2 

Belladonna-leaves.  2  ...  0 

Belladonna-root  ...  22  ...  22 
Benzoin — 

Palembang    21  ...  0 

.  Sumatra   164  ...  24 

Birdlime    23  ...  0 

Buchu   30  ...  0 

Calurnba    174  ...  34 

Camphor  (Jap.  ref.)  15  ...  10 

Canella  alba   7  ...  0 

Cannabis  indica  ...  7  ...  0 

Caraway-seed   175  ...  0 

Cardamoms  &  seed  205  ...  63 

Cassia  fistula    60  ...  60 

Cinnamon  oil    10  ...  0 

Coca-leaves    315  ...  10 

Colocynth-pulp  ...  6  ...  0 

Coriander-seed  ...  21  ...  0 

Croton-seed   84  ...  0 

Cubebs    72  ...  0 

Cuscus    5  ...  0 

Cuttlefish-bone  ...  108  ...  3 

Digitalis   6  ...  0 

Dragon's-blood   6  ...  0 

Elemi   40  ...  u 

Ergot   26  ...  0 

Eucalyptus  oil   16  ...  0 

Fennel-seed   60  ...  60 

Galbanum   2  ...  0 

Galls    9  ...  9 

Gamboge    33  ...  2 

Guaiacum   12  ...  2 

Gum  acacia   183  ...  0 

Insect-flowers    3  ...  0 

Ipecacuanha — 

Cartagena    4  ...  0 

Matto  (irosso  ...  16  ...  *4 

Minas   9  ...  o 


Offered  Sold 

Honey— 

Calif   49  ...  20 

Cuban   57  ...  61 

Hayti   84  ...  83 

Honolulu    141  ...  46 

Jamaica   <\l  ...  40 

New  Zealand  ...  (ji  ...  29 

Kamala   6  ...  0 

Kino    8  ...  0 

Lime-juice    40  ...  0 

ijime  oil   I  ...  t 

Liquorice-powder  7  ...  0 

Liquorice-root   55  ...  U 

Lycopodiuin   o  ...  *6 

Hiasuch   6  ...  U 

Menthol   lt>  ...  *lo 

Myrrn   48  ...  0 

N  ux  vomica             256  ...  95 

Oiibanum                107  ...  U 

Orange  peel   lO  ...  0 

Otto  of  roses  (botts.)    2  ...  U 

Papain    3  ...  u 

Peppermint  oil   8  ...  o 

Poppy- seed    2o  ...  U 

Puree   4  ...  0 

i'utcna-leaves   25  ...  U 

Khubarb  1  China)...  bO  ...  2u 

Sandalwood   ...  *i:0 

ibarsaparilla — 

UreyJam   35  ...  26 

Lima-Jam   13  ...  U 

Native  Jam   15  ...  Z 

Seedlae   47  ...  U 

Senna  and  pods — 

Alexandrian   58  ...  3 

Tinnevelly    290  ...  16/ 

Squill   92  ...  0 

Hcavesacre    16  ...  0 

Scropnauthus    I  ...  u 

lamarinds               Ill  ...  0 

Taraxacum   2  ...  2 

Tonka- beans    4  ...  0 

Tragacautn    57  ...  36 

Turmeric                  768  ...  70 

Wax  (Bees')— 

Australian    4  ...  0 

China   i  ...  0 

iia&t  African  ...  7  ...  7 

East  Indian   89  ...  14 

Jamaica   10  ...  o 

West  Indian    ...  1  ...  1 

Wax,  veg.  (Jap.) ...  36  ...  35 


*  Sold  privately. 
.  Aloes. — No  Cape  offered,  and  privately  this  description 
is  very  scarce ;  there  were  no  arrivals  in  the  usual  weekly 
boat  from  the  Cape  this  week.  In  auction  a  lot  of  51  boxes 
Curacao  of  very  nice  liver  quality  offered,  and  was 
bought  in  at  the  nominal  rate  of  65s. ;  five  boxes  of  fair 
liver  sold  at  58s.,  and  for  a  box  of  darkish  livery  40s. 
was  paid.  Ordinary  dark  stiff  Socotrine  in  kegs  was  held 
at  60s. 

The  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during 
™^&uy  amounted  to  55,173  lb.   (607^.),  compared  with 

'  „A  (315^  ln  February  1912;  the  two  -months'  exports 
were  85,910  lb.  (985*.),  against  84,806  lb.  (810?.)  in  1912. 

Angelica-root. — A  lot  of  17  bales  old  musty  twisted 
was  retired  at  60s. 

Annatto-seed.  Steady,  38  bags  of  fair  bright  Madras 
selling  at  Zd.  and  dull  sea-damaged  at  Id.  per  lb. 


Antimony. — Twenty  cases  of  Chinese  crude  were  limited 
at  14*.  15s.  per  ton. 

Ants'  Eggs.— Fifty  bags  fair  quality  were  limited  at 
65s.  per  cwt. 

Belladonna-boot.— For  22  bags  testing  0.525  per  cent, 
alkaloids  (Parry)  35s.  per  cwt.  was  paid  without  reserve. 
Two  bales  of  leaves  were  bought  in  at  62s. 

Benzoin. — Sumatra  tending  easier,  eight  cases  of  good 
seconds,  well  packed  with  small  to  bold  white  almonds, 
selling  at  71.  15s.  per  cwt. ;  for  12  cases  fair  seconds  61.  10s. 
was  paid,  and  four  cases  common  seconds  realised  from 
5*.  15s.  to  5*.  17.s.  6d. ;  for  ordinary  thirds  95s.  to  100s. 
was  wanted.  The  limit  for  nine  cases  of  ordinary  Palem- 
bang thirds  was  47.s.  6d.,  but  a  bid  of  45s.  is  to  be  sub- 
mitted. 

Birdlime. — For  fair  Japanese  Id.  was  the  buying-in 
price. 

Buchu. — No  public  business  was  done.  Fine  round 
green  clean  was  obtainable  at  6s.,  fair  greenish,  but  slightly 
stalky  at  5  s.  10c/.,  and  yellowish  and  stalky  round  at 
5s.  6c*.  Ovals  offered  at  from  Is.  Wd.  to  2s.  as  to  quality, 
and  longs  at  4s.  8c?.  per  lb. 

The  exports  from  the  Union  of  South  Africa  during 
February  amounted  to  44,055  lb.,  valued  at  10,124/.,  as  com- 
pared with  71,876  lb.,  valued  at  11,530*.,  in  February  1912. 
The  two  months'  exports  were  54,482  lb.,  valued  at  12,332*., 
as  compared  with  86,610  lb.,  valued  at  13,319*.,  in  1912,  or 
32,128  lb.  less. 

Calumba  sold  at  cheap  rates,  30  bags  of  ordinary  small 
to  bold  natural  sorts  realising  10s.  to  12s.  6c*.,  and  four 
bags  common  corky  brown  sorts  were  taken  at  10s. 

Camphor. — Ten  cases  Japanese  refined  slabs  sold  with- 
out reserve  at  Is.  4%d.  net,  no  discount,  being  \d.  to  \d. 
easier  than  previous  sales  without  reserve.  For  5  cases 
3-oz.  Japanese  tablets  Is.  65c?.  was  wanted. 

Cardamoms  met  with  a  dragging  demand  at  very  irre- 
gular but  lower  Tates,  as  follows  :  Ceylon-Mysores,  extra 
bold  fine  pale,  5s.  11c*. ;  good  bold  palish  to  pale,  5s.  id. 
to  5's.  4c*.  ;  part  split,  5s.  2c*.  ;  good  medium  pale,  5s.  to 
5s.  2d. ;  small  and  medium  ditto,  4s.  9c/. ;  splits,  fine  pale, 
4s.  9c/. ;  medium,  4s.  8c*. ;  fair,  4s.  to  4s.  2d. ;  small  ditto, 
3s.  8c*.  to  3s.  9c*. ;  and  ordinary,  3s.  3c*. ;  dullish  to  fair 
seed,  4s.  4c*.  to  4s.  5c/. 

Cassia  Fistula. — Lower;  60  baskets  of  fair  lean,  part 
slightly  wormy,  Java  pod  selling  at  from  12s.  6c*.  to 
15s.  6c/.  per  cwt".  without  reserve ;  12  packages  have  arrived 
from  Dominica. 

Cinnamon  Oil. — For  seven  cases  good  clear  Ceylon  bark 
Is.  3c7.  per  oz.  was  the  limit,  and  another  three  cases  were 
held  for  Is.  4c*. 

Coca-leaves  were  steady,  ten  cases  Ceylon-Huanuco 
character  selling  at  8|c/.  for  fair  stout  greenish  and  8^c/. 
for  ditto  rather  broken.  A  further  43  packages  similar 
quality  were  held  at  8f  d. — sales  of  this  parcel  were  after- 
wards made  privately ;  24  packages  ground  Java  of  fair 
green  quality  were  retired  at  4^c/. 

Cuttlefish-bone. — Three  cases  common  small  whole 
damp  sold  without  reserve  at  §c*.  per  lb.  Fair  E.I.  sorts 
were  obtainable  at  2^c/.,  and  ordinary  dirty  part  damp 
sorts  at  I5C*.  per  lb. 

Dragon's-blood. — The  Perseus  has  brought  nine  cases 
from  Singapore ;  in  auction  8*.  5s.  was  wanted  for  fair 
finger,  and  two  cases  Zanzibar  drop  were  taken  out  without 
mention  of  price. 

Fennel-seed.' — Sixty  bags  Galician  sold  without  reserve 
at  from  22s.  9cZ.  to  24s.  6c/.  per  cwt.  net  and  gross  for 
net. 

Gamboge. — Steady ;  a  case  of  very  fair  Siam  pipe, 
slightly  blocky,  sold  at  14*.  per  cwt.,  subject  to  seller's 
approval.  Fair  native  sorted  pipe  was  limited  at  14*.  5s., 
and  good  pickings  at  12/.  per  cwt. 

Guaiacum  steady,  two  barrels  of  fair  glassy  lump 
selling  at  10c*.  to  10jc/.  ;  5  cases  common  drossy  broken 
block  were  held  for  8c/. 

Honey. — The  new  crop  of  Jamaica  is  coming  forward 
slowly,  but  of  other  descriptions  a  fair  quantity  was 
offered.  There  was  a  good  demand  at  irregular  rates,  but 
those  paid  for  the  better  qualities  were  "full  up."  Of 
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Jamaica,  32  packages  new  crop  sold  at  from  35s.  to  36.s. 
for  good  bright  amber  liquid ;  13  packages  also  sold  at 
31s.  for  fair  brown  liquid,  32s.  for  brown  set,  and  28s. 
for  ordinary  dark  brown  liquid.  Of  Hayti,  83  barrels  sold, 
including  fine  white  set,  36s.  6c?.  to  37s.  (ullaged  ditto,  32s. 
to  33s.) ;  pale  brown  setting,  35s.  to  36s.  :  set  and  setting, 
32s.  to  34s. ;  ordinary  brown  to  fair  set,  29s.  to  31s.  6c?. 
Of  Cuban,  57  packages  sold,  including  fair  brown  liquid, 
31s.  6c?.  to  32s.  ;  dark  to  darkish-brown  liquid,  26s.  to 
27s.  6d. ;  brown  set,  27s.  to  28s.  6d. ;  and  ordinary  setting 
brown  (part  sugary),  25s.  to  25s.  6d.  Twenty  cases  ordinary 
brown  sugary  setting  Californian  realised  35s.  without 
reserve.  Of  'Honolulu,  46  cases  brown  sugary  set  sold 
at  29s.  to  30s.,  and  for  95  cases  white  grainy  set  a  bid  of 
31s.  6d.  is  to  be  submitted ;  29  cases  New  Zealand  pale 
set  had  been  sold  privately. 

Ipecacuanha. — Dull  of  sale  in  auction,  9s.  being  wanted 
for  fair  leanish  Matto  Grosso ;  for  fair  bright  natural  a 
bid  of  8s.  lid.  is  to  be  submitted.  Nine  bales  of  culti- 
vated Minas  were  held  at  8s.  6d.  to  8s.  9c?.  for  ordinary 
to  fair.  Privately,  fair  sales  of  Matto  Grosso  have  been 
made  from  first-hands  at  8s.  9c?. 

Lime  Oil. — Dearer  by  3c?.  per  lb.,  four  cases  of  fair 
West  Indian  distilled  selling  at  Is.  6d.  per  lb. 

Menthol. — Lower.  Five  cases  Kobayashi  sold  without 
reserve  at  from  25s.  3d.  to  25s.  4c?.  (one  lot),  and  ten  cases 
Suzuki  also  sold  without  reserve  at  24s.  5d.  per  lb.,  being 
Is.  3d.  lower  than  the  previous  sale  under  similar  condi- 
tions. Privately,  sales  of  Kobayashi-Suzuki  for  June- 
July  shipment  have  been  made  at  23s.  c.i.f.  August- 
October  shipment  in  combination  with  oil  is  quoted  sellers 
at  26s.  9c?.  c.i.f.  Since  the  sales,  sellers  quote  25s.  6d. 
to  26s.  per  lb.  spot.  The  Hitachi  Maru  has  brought  26 
cases  of  menthol  and  35  cases  peppermint  oil  to  London ; 
also  130  cases  menthol  and  75  cases  in  tr.  ■  53  cases  oil  have 
also  arrived  from  Hamburg. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  lot  of  95  bags  fair  unwashed  Madras 
sold  at  8s.  per  cwt.,  being  easier,  and  in  another  instance 
this  was  refused  for  similar  quality,  8s.  6d.  being  wanted  ; 
good  bold  Bombay  were  held  at  lis.  6c?. 

Peppermint  Oil. — Five  cases  Japanese  (Kobayashi)  sold 
at  6s.  3c?.  Three  cases  J.  B.  Horner's  first  premium 
were  held  at  lis.  9d. 

Poppy-seed. — A  lot  of  20  bags  fair  Russian  was  limited 
at  27s. 

Rhubarb. — Quiet.  A  case  of  small  to  medium  flat 
Shensi,  with  three-quarters  pale  pinky  fracture,  sold  at 
2  s.  Qd.  per  lb.  subject.  Eight  cases  of  small  to  bold  High- 
dried,  part  wormy,  with  half  fair  fracture  and  half  dark, 
sold  without  reserve  at  from  8§c7.  to  Qd..  For  small  to 
medium  flat  High-dried,  with  three-quarters  good  pinky 
fracture,  Is.  Id.  was  wanted,  and  Is.  Id.  was  also  asked 
for  bold  round  horny  High-dried  with  three-quarters 
good  fracture.  Eleven  bales  Rhapontica  stalks  sold  at 
20s.  per  cwt. 

Sarsaparilla. — Grey  Jamaica  was  2c?.  to  3c7.  per  lb. 
lower,  almost  the  whole  of  the  36  bales  selling  at  2s.  bd. 
per  lb.,  and  at  2s.  Zd.  for  part  coarse.  Of  native  Jamaica, 
for  a  bale,  of  good  red  pressed  packed,  Is.  2d.  was  wanted  ; 
14  bales  of  this  description,  but  mostly  common  dull 
mixed  quality,  were  offered,  and  two  sold  at  9c?.  per  lb. 
Thirteen  bales  of  Lima-Jamaica  were  offered  and  bought 
in,  2s.  8c?.  being  the  limit ;  a  bid  of  2s.  6c?.  was  refused 
for  the  first  lot.  Fourteen  packages  native  Jamaica  have 
arrived  ,  per  Clyde. 

Senna  sold  at  steady  prices,  rather  more  than  half  the 
offerings  of  Tinnevelly  being  disposed  of.  The  bulk  com- 
prised common  to  ordinary  yellowish  leaf,  which  sold  at 
from  lc?.  to  l^d.,  small  to  medium  middling  sold  at  l^cZ. 
to  lfc?.,  fair  medium  greenish  2c?.  to  2^c?.,  and  good 
greenish,  but  sea-damaged,  2fc?.  to  3c?.  ;  dark  to  fair  pods 
l^d.  to  l|c7.  Of  Alexandrian  3  cases  fair  green  three- 
quarter  leaf  realised  10c?.  per  lb.  For  5  bales  slightly 
torn  Mecca  pods,  a  bid  of  6^c?.  is  to  be  made. 

Tamarinds. — A  parcel  of  43  barrels  new  crop  Antigua 
was  held  at  14s.  for  ordinary  dry  pale,  a  bid  of  13s. 
being  refused  for  the  first  lot. 

Taraxacum. — Two  bags  fair  foreign  sold  at  35s.  per 
cwt. 


Turmeric. — A  lot  of  70  bags  Madras  finger  6old  at 
from  14s.  6c?.  to  15s.  per  cwt.  for  country-damaged.  The 
price  of  fair  to  good  sound  Madras  finger  is  from  19s.  to. 
21s.  6c?.  ;  split  bulbs  have  been  sold  privately  at  15s. 
per  cwt. 

Wax,  Bees',  was  2s.  6c7.  per  cwt.  dearer,  three  casks  of 
fair  part  dark  selling  at  8?.,  and  for  7  packages  of  fair 
yellow,  part  drossy,  the  record  high  price  of  7?.  15s.  was: 
paid.  Six  cases  Bombay  realised  5?.  15s.,  and  8  cases 
badly  adulterated  Bombay  sold  at  50s.  without  reserve. 
Privately,  good  bleached  Calcutta  is  worth  8?.  10s.,  at 
which  a  retail  business  is  reported. 

Wax,  Japan,  sold  without  reserve  at  from  42s.  to  42s.  6c?.. 
for  35  cases  Shimidzu  brand. 

English  Almond  Oil. 

Messrs.  -Stafford  Allen  &  Sons,  Ltd..  have  issued  an 
interesting  circular  regarding  the  position  of  almond  oil,, 
from  which  it  appears  that  the  Mogador  district  of  Morocco,, 
one  of  the  most  important  centres  supplying  almonds,  has 
been  in  an  unsettled  state,  with  the  result  that  the  collec- 
tion has  been  difficult  and  much  neglected.  The  reduc- 
tion in  output  from  this  source  has  led  to  a  brisk  demand 
on  the  other  sources  of  supply.  Added  to  this  the  crops 
for  some  years  have  been  poor,  and  the  demand  for 
almonds  for  confectionery  use,  especially  in  U.S.A.  and 
Germany,  has  greatly  increased ;  owing  to  the  combination 
of  these  causes  a  sharp  rise  in  values  has  taken  place.  %h& 
position  to-day  is  such  as  Messrs.  Stafford  Allen  have  never 
known  in  their  eighty  years'  experience.  Instead  of  heavy 
stocks  being  on  hand  and  fresh  supplies  coming  in  regularly, 
as  is  usual  at  this  time  of  the  year,  the  stock  of  almonds  on 
spot  is  practically  nil,  and  new  imports  are  few  and  far- 
between.  It  is  feared  this  stringency  must  last  for  some 
few  months,  and  if  the  present  blossoming  is  damaged  by 
frosts  the  position  will  be  still  more  critical.  The  company 
draw  attention  to  their  apricot-kernel  oil  (often  called  peach- 
kernel  oil),  and  for  certain  purposes  this  makes  a  very  good 
substitute  for  time  almond  oil,  while  the  price  is  less  than 
one-third.  Kernels  have  been  fairly  cheap,  though  now  the 
tendency  is  upwards  in  sympathy  with  almonds,  and  sup- 
plies are  becoming  restricted. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 
The  somewhat  heavier  demand  recently  referred  to  for 
both  main  and  miscellaneous  products  has  been  weil  main- 
tained, though  business  is  largely  confmea  to  prompt  or 
early  requirements.  Forward  business  is  on  the  quiet  side. 
Deliveries  against  existing  contracts  are  being  taken  up  at 
a  normal  rate.  Values  are  steady  in  tone  and  well, 
maintained.  ,  . 

Sulphate  of  Ammonia  is  again  a  shade  lower  in  value,  and 
tends  rather  to  further  decline.  Prompt  supplies  are 
moving  fairly  well,  but  there  is  a  decided  disinclination  to 
make  forward  purchases  of  any  moment,  even  at  5s.  per  ton 
below  current  figures.  Present  nearest  are  :  Beckton,  25  per 
cent,  ammonia  guaranteed,  prompt,  13?.  10s'.  ;  London  terms, 
12?.  17s.  6c?.  to  12?.  18s.  9c7.  ;  Leith,  13?.  15s. ;  Liverpool^ 
13?.  13s.  9c?. ;  and  Hull,  13?.  12s.  6c?. 

Barium-products  continue  in  fair  average  request  at  late 
rates.  Blanc  fixe,  pure  precipitated  barium  sulphate,  in 
paste  form,  6?.  10s.  to  6?.  15s.  per  ton,  in  8  to  9  cwt.  casks: 
mineral  sulphate  of  barytes.  35s.  to  90s.  per  ton,  according 
to  quality,  quantity,  and  package :  chloride  of  barium,  large 
or  fine  crystals,  6?.  5s.  to  7?.  per  ton,  in  8  to  10  cwt.  casks ; 
precipitated  carbonate  of  barium,  5?.  15s.  to  6?.  10s.  per  ton,, 
in  2-cwt.  bags ;  crude  calcined  barium  sulphide,  70  to  75  per 
cent.  BaS.  5?.  10s.  to  6?.  per  ton,  in  5  to  6  cwt.  casks: 
hydrate  of  barium  crystals,  12?.  5s.  to  13?.  5s.  per  ton,  in 
6  to  7  cwt.  casks :  concentrated  solid,  58  to  60  per  cent.  BaOr 
13?.  10s.  to  13?.  15s.  per  ton,  in  6  to  7  cwt.  drums ;  concen- 
trated crushed,  in  6  to  7  cwt.  casks,  15?.  to  15?.  5s.  per  ton. 

Manchester  Chemical  Market. 

April  29. 

The  past  month  has  been  uneventful  so  far  as  heavy 
chemicals  were  concerned.  Bleaching-powder  has  met  with 
good  inquiry,  and  stocks  are  small.  '  Spot  prices  are 
5?.  7s.  6c?.  to  5?.  15s.  per  ton,  in  6  to  8  cwt.  casks,  on  rails: 
and  for  contract,  5?.  2s.  6c?.  to  5?.  7s.  6c?.  per  ton,  for  soft- 
wood casks,  on  rails.  There  has  been  a  good  inquiry  for 
glycerin,  and  for  crude,  dynamite,  and  chemically  pure 
quotations  are  65?.,  80?.,  and  90?.  per  ton  respectively,  with  a 
firm  market.  Chloride  of  calcium  in  fair  request,  at 
2?.  7s.  bd.  to  2?.  12s.  6c?.  per  ton.  Caustic  soda  sells  well,  at 
10?.  17s.  6c?.  per  ton  ;  76  to  77  per  cent.,  20s.  per  ton;  and  less 
for  lower  strengths.  Bicarbonate  of  soda  steady,  rat  5?.  per 
ton,  on  rails.  Crystal  carbonate  in  better  inquiry,  at 
6?.  7s.  6c?.  per  ton,  in  2-cwt.  bags,  at  works.         .  : 
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Memoranda  for  Correspondents. 

All  communications  must  be  accompanied  by  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  otherwise  they  cannot  be  dealt  with. 

Queries  by  subscribers  on  dispensing-,  legal,  and  miscellaneous 
subjects  connected  with  the  business  are  replied  to  in  these 
columns  if  they  are  considered  to  be  of  general  interest. 

Letters  submitted  for  publication  (if  suitable)  should  be  written 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  Their  publication  in  "  The 
Chemist  and  Druggist"  does  not  imply  Editorial  agreement 
with  the  opinions  expressed. 


Euphorbia  Pilulifera. 

Sir, — With  reference  to  your  note  in  The  Chemist  and 
Druggist  of  April  12  re  Euphorbia  pilulifera,  it  may 
interest  your  readers  to  know  that  full  particulars  of  this 
drug,  with  the  necessary  dose,  appeared  in  "  New  Com- 
mercial Plants  and  Drugs,"  No.  5,  by  the  late  Thos. 
Christy,  F.L.S.,  published  in  1880.— Yours  truly, 

Gilbert  Christy. 
"Warning  :  Frauds  on  Chemists. 

Sir, — We  wish  to  caution  chemists  against  an  individual 
who  is  falsely  stating  that  he  is  representing  us,  and  on 
the  strength  of  this  statement  is  trying  to  borrow  small 
sums,  varying  as  a  rule  from  2s.  6d.  to  10.s.  This  man's 
usual  method  is  to  pretend  that  he  is  representing  us 
and  has  a  cheque  of  ours  for  several  pounds  in  his  pocket, 
but  that  he  has  suddenly  found  himself  without  any  actual 
cash.  We  have  quite  recently  heard  of  instances  in  the 
London  district,  and  we  shall  esteem  it  a  favour  if  any 
chemist  on  whom  this  fraud  is  attempted  will  communicate 
instantly  with  us,  so  that  our  solicitors  may  immediately 
deal  with  the  matter. — Yours  faithfully, 

For  Condy  &  Mitchell,  Ltd., 

H.   F.   BOLLMANN  CONDY, 

65  Groswell  Road,  London,  E.C.        Managing  Director. 

Tincture  of  Ginseng. 

Sm, — Nowadays  we  are  flooded  with  literature  regard- 
ing marvellous  results  from  a  preparation  of  ginseng- 
lauded  as  a  stomachic  stimulant  tonic,  energiser,  and  what 
not.  I  find  no  reference  to  it  in  Cooley,  nor  in  any  of 
the  medical  encyclopaedias,  but  I  was  interested  to  find 
in  "Humphrey  Clinker"  that  the  crabbed  Scotch 
attorney  at  Bath  carried  a  large  bottle  of  tincture  of 
ginseng  with  him  and  took  it  freely.  This  would  have 
been  about  1762.  Smollett's  works,  although  coarsely 
written,  give  great  light  on  medical  customs  in  the  middle 
of  the  eighteenth  century.  He  is  the  only  novelist  who 
deals  sympathetically,  not  to  say  fairly,  with  men  of 
drugs.  It  is  noteworthy  that  he  speaks  even  then  of 
the  contagion  of  phthisis  and  states  that  the  Italians 
burn  the  bed  and  disinfect  the  room  of  anyone  dying 
from  it.  Yours  truly, 

April  24.  J.  C.  McWalter. 

[The  Chinese  have  used  ginseng  for  centuries,  and  pay 
almost  _  a  fabulous  price  for  the  best.  It'  is  largely  culti- 
vated in  North  America,  solely  for  the  Chinese  market. 
Smollett's  sympathy  with  druggists  and  doctors  is  not  sur- 
prising; he  was  apprenticed  to  a  Glasgow  apothecary,  and 
was  an  M.D.— Editor,  0.  &  Z>.] 

Medieal  Benefit  for  Ireland. 

Sir, — While  I  fully  sympathise  with  the  chemists  and 
druggists  in  the  position  they  will  be  placed  in  should 
Insurance  Medical  Benefit  be  extended  to  Ireland,  I  cannot 
see  who  is  to  be  blamed  but  themselves.  Mr.  Samuel 
Gibson's  contention  "that  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  has 
endeavoured  to  create  a  monopoly  for  its  own  members" 
may  or  may  not  be  correct;  granting  that  it  is,  if  the 
Council  has  endeavoured  to  encourage  the  growth  of  one 
grade  of  chemists  in  Ireland,  it  has  certainly  been  success- 
ful in  some  parts.  Had  this  success  been  more  general, 
we  wc  ild  not  now  have  so  much  lamentation  as  we  hear 
from  Ulster  druggists.  Dublin,  I  think,  is  practically 
free  of  chemists  and  druggists.      The  young  men  there 


looked  for  and  gained  the  higher  qualification.  In  the 
whole  city  I  do  not  think  there  are  more  than  half-a-dozen 
chemists  and  druggists.  In  the  South  of  Ireland  gene- 
rally the  druggists  in  business  are  very  few  indeed.  In 
Belfast  and  the  North  of  Ireland  the  position  of  thiaigs  is 
different.  Why  it  is  so  I  could  never  discover,  as  oppor- 
tunities for  gaining  the  higher  qualification  should  be  just 
as  numerous  in  the  North  as  in  the  South  of  Ireland. 
When  young  men  go  to  serve  their  time  with  chemists 
and  druggists  they  do  so  with  their  eyes  open,  knowing 
that  such  an  apprenticeship  does  not  qualify  for  the 
Licentiate  examination  of  the  Irish  Society.  The  business 
of  chemists  and  druggists  in  the  North  of  Ireland  is  very 
mixed  :  it  entails  trading,  in  a  large  number  of  cases, 
of  considerable  magnitude,  a  grocery  department  being 
the  larger  end  of  the  business.  The  business  men, of  the 
North  of  Ireland  have  a  reputation  for  keen  foresight ; 
and  those  who  entered  on  their  apprenticeship  under  these 
conditions  must  have  seen  that  a  wider  scope  for  a  business 
career  was  open  to  them  than  applying  themselves  as  phar- 
maceutical chemists  solely  to  the  compounding  of  pre- 
scriptions and  the  sale  of  drugs.  They  must  have  seen 
the  struggles  of  poverty  in  the  latter  and  a  life  of  affluence 
and  luxury  in  the  former.  Mr.  Gibson's  remarks  as  to 
the  limited  number  of  chemists  in  certain  districts  in 
Belfast  are  only  made  for  the  sake  of  argument ;  he  knows 
as  well  as  I  do  that  the  great  bulk  of  prescriptions  go 
into  the  large  shops  in  the  heart  of  the  city  or  other 
houses  of  repute  i'or  compounding.  The  same  thing  will 
occur  -when  Insurance  Medical  Benefit  comes  to  Ireland. 
The  law  of  the  position  is  known  to  all.  The  Commis- 
sioners cannot  be  asked,  nor  dare  they  do  an  illegal  thing. 
They  have  no  power  to  give  druggists  the  qualification  to 
compound  prescriptions ;  that  can  only  be  done  by  an  Act 
of  Parliament.  Mr.  Gibson  has  suggested  an  examina- 
tion of  all  chemists  and  druggists  as  a  solution  of  the 
difficulty.  Why  not  accept  this  "  sporting  offer"?  as  one 
of  the  Commissioners  termed  it.  But  Mr.  Gibson  does  not 
say  what  subjects  are  to  be  set  for  examination.  Does  he 
mean  all  the  subjects  for  the  License  examination  ?  If 
such  a  thing  can  be  entertained,  I  would  suggest  that  all 
persons  in  business  for  themselves  as  druggists  for  a 
period  of  six  years  be  permitted  to  present  themselves, 
within  a  period  of  six  months,  for  the  License  examina- 
tion, and  all  those  who  pass  should  be  registered  as  Phar- 
maceutical Chemists ;  all  who  do  not  pass  to  remain  as  they 
are.  Mr.  Gibson  says  they  are  ready  for  examination, 
and  I  would  be  inclined  to  take  them  at  their  word. 

Yours,  etc., 

Belfast.  I.  S.  P.  L.  (51/2.) 

Apothecaries'  Assistants 
Sir, — Your  comment  upon  the  letter  of  "  Chemist  and 
Druggist  "  in  to-day's  issue  shows  that  point  of  view  is 
everything ;  from  my  standpoint  as  an  apothecaries'  assis- 
tant I  fail  to  see  either  humour  or  irony  in  it.  Was  the 
letter  of  Mr.  Peed  in  your  issue  of  March  29  too  sensible 
or  too  true  for  comment  ?  From  my  point  of  view  it 
appears  ironically  humorous  that  the  possessors  of  the  only 
legal  qualification  for  dispensers  [to  apothecaries. — Editor] 
should  be  required  to  pay  fees  to  usurpers,  with  no 
statutory  powers  over  the  dispensing  of  medical  prescrip- 
tions, for  the  registration  now  necessary  to  allow  them  to 
exercise  their  lawful  means  of  livelihood.  Ironical  that 
the  monopoly  of  dispensing  Insurance  prescriptions  should 
be  given  by  a  free-trade  Government;  humorous  that 
Labour  members  could  not  see  through  the  capitalist  move 
which  allows  "three-years  men"  to  dispense  for  insured 
persons  without  supervision,  so  long  as  they  are  employed 
by  chemists  or  companies,  but  which  debars  them  from 
doing  the  same  on  their  own  account.  The  standing  adver- 
tisement in  the  0.  <£■  D.  Supplement  of  the  middle-aged 
experienced  man  with  the  Hall  qualification  (unwanted 
even  at  20s.  per  week),  and  the  demand  for  registered 
invalids,  strike  me  as  bits  of  ironical  humour.  Surely 
your  correspondent  is  aware  that  the  managing  committee 
of  the  chemists'  business  carried  on  in  Water  Lane  have 
no  more  to  do  with  the  examinations  conducted  by  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  than  Sir  Jesse  Boot  has  to  do 
with  those  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Societv  ?    He  should 
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also  know  that  the  chemists'  shop  is  not  the  hall  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries.  As  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy 
Act,  1908,  made  the  recognition  of  registered  chemists  as 
dispensers  a  possibility,  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  what 
could  be  the  object  of  inserting  the  saving  clauses  on  behalf 
of  apothecaries'  assistants  in  the  Acts  of  1908  and  1911  if 
they  were  not  to  ensure  that  the  assistants'  diploma  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries  was  more  than  a  worthless  piece 
of  parchment,  and  that  the  ancient  and  august  Society  was 
not  on  a  level  with  a  bogus  American  college.  The  regis- 
tration of  certified  assistants  to  apothecaries  of  sufficient 
skill  and  knowledge  does  not  depend  upon  the  business 
capacity  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Council,  although,  at 
present,  it  may  upon  their  possibly  biassed  decision. 

Yours  truly, 

London,  April  19.  Queecus.  (50/51.) 

Proprietary  Articles  T  :ade  Association  of  South  Africa. 

Sir, — Referring  to  a  paragraph  appearing  in  your  issue 
of  March  15,  under  the  heading  "  The  Cape  Town 
P.A.T.A.,"  I  beg  to  take  strong  exception  to  the  state- 
ments therein.  Your  correspondent  says,  "  The  Cape 
Town  P.A.T.A.  has  not  so  far  made  much  headway." 
First  of  all,  allow  me  to  state  that  there  is  rro  such  body 
as  tne  Cape  Town  P.A.T.A.,  but  there  is  an  Association, 
of  which  I  am  proud  to  be  Secretary — viz.,  the  Proprie- 
tary Articles  Trade  Association  of  South  Africa.  This 
Association  was  formed  in  August  last  at  a  general  meet- 
ing of  manufacturers,  wholesale  dealers,  and  retail 
vendors,  held  in  Cape  Town.  A  Council  was  then  elected 
which  immediately  took  in  hand  the  arduous  task  of 
drawing  up  a  constitution  and  submitted  it  to  the  other 
Provinces  and  Rhodesia.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  be  able  to 
state  that  the  matter  was  taken  up  in  a  most  enthusiastic 
manner  by  all  classes  of  the  trade  throughout  South 
Africa  and  local  committees  formed  at  the  various  centres 
to  forward  the  objects  of  the  Association.  Meanwhile  the 
Council  at  Cape  Town  has  been  in  correspondence  with 
British,  American,  and  South  African  manufacturers,  the 
result  being  that  a  large  number  have  joined,  and  very 
many  more  have  promised  their  support  when  the  Asso- 
ciation issues  its  first  list  of  "protected  articles."  This 
list  is  now  being  compiled  by  the  Council  and  will  very 
soon  be  irr  print.  Surely  these  facts  conclusively  contra- 
dict the  statement  that  the  Association  is  making  no 
headway.  It  is  interesting  to  learn  that  "the  agents  of 
the  American  manufacturers  "  have  met  and  pronounced 
"  nothing  doing,"  when  we  can  point  to  such  American 
firms  on  our  membership  roll  as  Messrs.  Colgate  &  Co., 
Chamberlain's  Medicine  Co.,  the  Dr.  Williams  Medicine 
Co.,  the  J.  C.  Ayer  Co.,  etc.  Your  correspondent  also 
states  that  "the  British  agent  is  much  of  the  same 
mind,"  and  yet  among  our  members  we  have  the  fol- 
lowing well-known  firms,  viz.  : 

Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys,  Ltd.,  Mellin's  Food  Co.,  A. 
Wulfing  &  Co.,  Odol  Chemical  Works,  Luce's  Eau  de  Cologne 
Co.,  Wright,  Layman  &  Umney,  Ltd.,  To-Kalon,  Ltd.,  Oak- 
land Chemical  Co.,  Evans  Sons  Lescher  &  Webb,  Ltd., 
Southall  Bros.  &  Barclay,  Ltd.,  Horlick's  Food  Co.,  Scott 
&  Bowne,  Ltd.,  etc. 

Among  the  South  African  importers  who  are  members 
of  the  Association  may  be  mentioned  the  following  : 

Messrs.  Lennon,  Ltd.,  Petersen,  Ltd.,  Heynes,  Mathew, 
Ltd.,  Sive  Bros.  &  Karnovsky,  Ltd.,  and  C.  E.  Gardner  & 
Co.,  Ltd. 

The  statement  that  the  wholesale  trade  has  started  to 
"boycott"  certain  lines  is  without  foundation,  and  calcu- 
lated to  deter  manufacturers  from  joining  the  Association. 
The  South  African  P.A.T.A.  is  not  going  to  run,  as  your 
correspondent  seems  to  think,  in  watertight  compartments 
of  different  Provinces,  but  is  going  to  be,  and  as  a  matter 
of  fact  is,  an  Association  for  the  whole  of  South  Africa. 
In  August  next,  when  the  first  annual  meeting  will  be 
held,  every  centre  will  be  represented,  and  a  thoroughly 
representative  Council  elected  to  carry  on  the  work  which 
the  present  Council  has  commenced.  The  Council  at 
present  is  constituted  as  follows  : 

Manufacturers— Mr,  A.  Wolfe,  Dr.  Williams  Medicine 
Co. ;  Mr.  W.  A.  Sleggs,  proprietor  of  "  Slegg's  Headache- 
cure  "  ;  and  Mr.  J.  Sowden,  President  of  the  Pharmaceutical 


Society  of  Caipe  Province,  representing  the  "  Orsmond  " 

Remedies  Co. 

Wholesale  Dealers. — Mr.  L.  H.  Walsh,  Chairman  of  the 
Council,  manager  of  Lennon,  Ltd.,  Cape  Town;  Mr.  Jas. 
Scott,  Treasurer  of  the  Association,  manager  of  Petersen, 
Ltd.,  Cape  Town;  and  Mr.  F.  C.  Mathew,  managing  direc- 
tor of  Heynes,  Mathew,  Ltd. 

Retail  Vendors. — Mr.  W.  H.  Gardner-Hopkins,  Coun- 
cillor of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Province, 
director  of  Hopkins  &  Co.  ;  Mr.  D.  L.  Petrie,  Councillor 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Province,  proprietor 
of  Harlow  &  Co.;  and  Mr.  J.  Austin-Thomas,  J. P.,  Vice- 
President  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Cape  Province. 

The  names  of  the  members  of  the  Council  will  be  suffi- 
cient to  assure  you  that  the  Association  is  thoroughly 
representative  of  all  classes  of  the  trade  in  South  Africa. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Cape  Town,  April  5.  E.  Blake-Jardine, 

Secretary,  P.A.T.A.  of  South  Africa. 

[See  C.  &  D.,  Colonial  Issue,  April  27,  index  folio  631. — 
Editor,  C.  <Se  D.] 

Subscribers'  Symposium. 

For  questions,  answers,  incidents,  and  interchange  of  opinions 
among  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 


Liniments. 

Tolut,  (54/38)  says:  "  At  a  recent  examination  the  follow- 
ing question  was  set  in  Pharmacy :  '  Liniments  may  be 
classified,  roughly,  as  (a)  saponified  products,  (b)  merely 
solutions,  (c)  as  emulsified  products.  Give  an  exception  to 
this  description.'    What  is  the  exception?  " 

Insurance  Dispensing. 
Jay  Mack,  in  reply  to  a  correspondent  who  asked  us  for 
tips  in  regard  to  Insurance  dispensing,  sends  the  annexed 
sketches.    The  first  shows  Jay  Mack's  desk  arrangement. 


The  drawer  of  the  desk,  or,  if  it  is  a  lift-up  lid  desk,  the 
body,  is  divided  so  as  to  hold  1,000  prescriptions,  the  drawer 
or  body  being  partitioned  to  spaces  the  width  of  the  pre- 
scriptions. Jay  Mack  numbers  the  prescriptions  as  they 
are  received,  and  then  arranges  them  on  a  board  in  line 
with  the  bookcase,  or  at  right  angles  to  it.  Each  bundle 
of  fifty  prescriptions  is  clipped  with  a  twopenny  paper- 
clip and  suspended  as  shown.  These  afford  ready  reference, 
and  the  numbers  are  those  which  are  likely  to  contain 
"  repeats,"  as  they  go  back  for  four  or  five  days.  If  the 
chemist  is  doing  more  than  100  prescriptions  a  day,  a 
bigger  board  may  be  used 
up  to  twelve  files,  but  it 
will  be  noticed  that  the 
clips  can  hold  up  to 
about  250  each.  For 
storing  the  prescriptions 
a  Wright's  Coal-tar 
Soap  box  is  used ;  in 
fact,  Jay  Mack's  figure 
represents  his  system  of 
storing.  One  of  the  boxes  holds  1,000  prescriptions.  Jay 
Mack  finds  it  essential  to  his  system  to  use  dispensing  labels, 
on  which  he  enters  the  number  of  the  prescription  on  one 
side  of  the  label  and  the  date  upon  which  it  is  dispensed 
on  the  other.  Panel  doctors  who  are  familiar  with  this 
system  ask  the  insured  person  to  produce  his  bottle,  and 
simply  write  "  Repeat  number  so-and-so." 

Cost  of  Living  in  Johannesburg. 
Johannes  (50/7)  writes   in  reply  to  the  inquiry  in  the 
C.  &  D.,  April  19,  index  folio  506:  The  average  cost  of  living 
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for  man  and  wife  is  about  10/.  per  month,  rent  bl.  per  month, 
native  servant  for  house  21.  per  month.  If  any  distance 
from  business  a  threepenny  tram  each  way  would  be  extra, 
as  the  threepenny-piece  is  practically  the  smallest  coin 
recognised.  Some  idea  may  be  gathered  of  difference  in 
prices  when  Is.  l^d.  patents  are  retailed  at  Is.  bd.  and  a 
few  at  1*.  9d. ;  dispensing  charges  are  2s.  bd.  for  6  oz., 
3s.  and  3s.  bd.  for  8  oz.  The  average  pay  for  a  qualified 
assistant  there  is  2bl. ;  branch  manager  211.  10s.  and  30i. 


Dispensing  Notes. 

This  section  is  for  the  discussion  and  solution  of  dispensing 
problems  and  prescriptions  submitted  by  "  C.  &  D."  readers. 
We  are  always  pleased  to  receive  the  opinions  of  readers  for 
publication.  "The  Art  of  Dispensing-"  ("  C.  &  D."  Office,  6s.) 
is  the  standard  book  of  reference  on  this  subject. 


Compound  Permanganate  Pills. 
Sie, — What  is  the  best  way  to  make  up  the  following 
pills  ? 

Potass,  permang   gr.  j. 

Acid,  oxalic.  ...       ...       ...    gr.  5 

Ferri  et  quin.  cit.   ...       ...       ...    gr.  ij. 

M.  ft.  pil.  t.d.s.  p.c.    Mitte  tales  c. 
After  careful  manipulation  these  turned  out  splendidly. 
Yours  faithfully, 

Kimberley,  South  Africa.  G.  Smith  Houghton. 

[The  simplest  way,  and  apparently  as  good  a  way  as  any, 
is  to  powder  together  the  three  ingredients  ordered,  and 
form  into  a  mass  with  >a  little  anhydrous  wool-fat — 5  grains 
to  eight  pills.  Practically  no  reaction  occurs  in  the  com- 
pounding, and  the  mass  is  excellent.  We  have  mixed  the 
constituents  in  various  ways — the  permanganate  with  the 
wool-fat  before  adding  the  acid  and  citrate,  for  example — 
and  kept  the  masses  for  some  weeks.  No  change  has 
occurred,  so  far  as  one  can  see,  and  they  behave  all  alike 
when  treated  with  warm  water.  The  chemical  action 
between  the  permanganate  and  the  acid  can  only  be  a  small 
one,  as  the  quantity  of  acid  is  trifling.  We  should  have 
been  interested  by  a  description  of  your  method  of  manipula- 
tion, and  likewise  by  an  explanation  of  the  reason  for  the 
presence  of  the  oxalic  acid.] 


Insurance  Dispensing  Queries. 

Bismuth.  Caeb. — B.  C.  (29/13). —  You  are  quite  right;  the 
price  for  bismuth,  carb.  jiv.,  'according  to  the  first  quarter's 
tariff,  is  4s.  2^d.,  and  on  the  new  tariff  3s.  lOd. 

Propeietaby  Peeparattons.— /.  E,  C.  (39/21).— Iron  jel- 
loids  and  formamint  tablets  come  under  the  rule  of  adding 
33  per  cent,  to  co6t.  The  dispensing-fee  for  capsules  and 
tablets  is  also  charged. 

Copying-fee.— G.  F.  E.  (52/22)  asks  if  he  is  entitled  to  a 
copying-fee  for  repeat  mixtures.  [This  is  entirely  a  matter 
of  contract.  So  far  we  have  not  heard  of  an  agreement 
under  which  a  copying-fee  is  allowed  except  as  an 
alternative.] 

Deachm  Rate. — B.  C.  C.  (57/49)  asks  why,  in  our  ready- 
reckoner  table,  we  price  sj.  at  ?d.  for  the  foui-penny  ounce 
rate,  when  the  official  charge  allowed  for  that  quantity  is 
Id.  [The  Id.  drachm  rate  is  a  special  flat  rate  applicable 
to  tinctures  and  spirit's,  the  ordinary  drachm  rate  (vide  ac. 
acetyl-salicyl.,  ac.  picric,  etc.)  is  ^d.] 

Chloeodyne. — O.  F.  _  E.  (52/22)  says  chlorodyne  is  very 
frequently  prescribed  in  his  district.  What  is  generally 
used  ?  Tr.  chlorof .  et  morph.  is  also  ordered  very  freely. 
Is  it  correct  to  use  the  B.P.  "35  tincture,  although  the 
form  is  not  marked  "  Special"?  [It  is  customary  in  most 
places  to  us©  the  treacly  preparation  when  chlorodyne  is 
ordered,  but  the  question  is  one  of  local  usage,  and  is  un- 
affected by  being  on  a  special  form  or  otherwise.] 

Branches  of  a  Company. — Aspirin  (7/36)  wants  to  know  if 

a  company  trading  as  "  's  Cash  Chemists,  Ltd."  (not 

Boots)  can  open  a  branch  shop  for  the  purpose  of  Insurance 
dispensing,  placing  it  in  charge  of  a  doctor's  three-years' 
dispenser,  and  not  selling  poisons.  [This  would  be  illegal 
in  so  far  as  the  company  assumes  the  title  "  Chemists,"  and 
©ach  branch  of  its  business  must  be  managed  by  a  registered 
chemist.  With  reference  to  Insurance  dispensing,  if  the 
branch  is  not  managed  by  a  registered  chemist  it  cannot 
be  put  on  the  dispensing  panel.  As  the  shops  are  the  pro- 
perty of  th©  limited  company,  it,  and  not  you  or  your 
co-director,  should  apply  to  the  Insurance  Committee.] 

A  Seevant  Maid  (writes  W.  G.  W.,  20/37)  is  insured, 
and  is  entered  upon  a  panel  doctor's  list.    She  much  prefers 


to  pay  for  her  medicines.  The  doctor,  however,  insists 
upon  giving  her  an  Insurance  prescription.  Can  he  legally 
prevent  "her  gtetting  the  medicine  upon  the  old  terms, 
and  can  I  charge  her  for  it,  and  not  hand  the  prescription 
over  to  the  Insurance  Committee  ?  [The  Commissioners' 
letter  to  us  (see  C.  cfc  D.,  March  15,  index  folio  421)  answers 
this.  The  doctor  mu6t  supply  the  .girl  with  an  Insurance 
prescription,  but  she  "  cannot  be  compelled  to  avail  her- 
self of  her  rights,  should  she  voluntarily  prefer  to  obtain 
her  medicine  in  some  other  way,"  as  by  paying  for  it  to 
the  chemist.] 

Supeevision  of  Dispensing. — Panel  (19/33)  has  three  phar- 
macies on  the  dispensing  panel,  each  being  managed  by  a 
qualified  man,  and  at  one  of  the  three  the  manager  is  not 
in  constant  attendance.  The  requirements  by  the  Poisons 
and  Pharmacy  Act,  1908,  as  regards  the  exhibition  of  th© 
qualification  certificate  of  the  manager  are  complied  with. 
The  question  is,  Can  the  dispensing  of  Insurance  Act  pre- 
scriptions be  done  in  any  of  the  shops  by  an  unqualified 
person  during  the  absence  of  the  qualified  manager  ?  [If 
the  unqualified  person  is  on©  who  has  been  a  doctor's  or  an 
institution  dispenser  within  the  meaning  of  Section  15  (5,  iii), 
he  may  dispense  in  the  absence  of  th©  manager  without  his 
supervision.  Any  other  person  not  so  exempted  and  un- 
qualified can  compound  the  medicines,  but  he  may  not 
dispense  them  in  th©  absence  of  the  manager.] 

Tablets  Chaeges. — C.  L.  (3/73)  writes:  "I  thank  you  for 
reply  256/38  re  Tablets.  I  am,  however,  still  in  th©  dark, 
and  fear  I  did  not  express  myself  clearly.  Perhaps  you  will 
kindly  answer  the  following  :  A  doctor  orders  tab.  acetyl,  sal. 
gr.  v.,  sometimes  ten  or  twelve,  sometimes  twenty-four  or 
thirty.  Chemist  A,  with  big  business,  orders  these  (for 
other  than  Insurance  use)  in  1,000-lots;  Chemist  B  (small 
business)  orders  a  few  bottles  of  100  each.  Both  A  and  B 
have,  say,  in  the  course  of  a  few  weeks  each  i  doz.  scripts 
for  these  tablets.  If  A  calculates  at  1,000  rate  and  B  at 
100-rate  their  charge  is  naturally  different  for  exactly  th© 
sam©  quantity  and  number  of  scripts  of  this  article  dispensed. 
How  will  th©  Insurance  Committee  deal  with  these  charges? 
Again,  A  may  say,  Why  not  charge  at  100-rate  (and  why 
not?);  or  B  may  order  first  100,  and  later  on  1,000— in  this 
case  will  the  Committee  accept  as  correct  two  scales  of 
charges  on  same  batch  of  scripts  ?  The  question  is  what 
should  A  and  B  respectively  do  in  order  to  put  a  charge 
that  will  be  accepted  by  the  same  local  Committee?  "  [The 
tariff  does  not  give  a  ruling  upon  the  principle  involved  in 
the  series  of  questions,  so  that  there  is  an  opening  for  th© 
element  of  competition,  and  A  and  B,  once  started  on 
that,  may  play  ducks  and  drakes  with  Insurance  Act  dis- 
pensing. To  prevent  this  A  and  B.  or  the  local  committee 
of  chemists,  should  agree  to  a  rule  for  guidance,  keeping  in 
mind,  that  it  is  preferable  to  mark  low  than  high.  Aceto- 
salicylic  acid  twenty-four  tablets  with  the  dispensing-fee  are 
lid.  or  b\d.,  according  to  the  100  or  1,000  basis  respectively. 
There  should  be  no  hesitation  in  charging  the  lower 
figure.] 

Suegical  Dressings  for  Doctors. — K.  (56/11)  has  been 
asked  by  medical  men  in  his  town  in  Lancashire  to  supply 
them  with  bandages  of  different  size  and  quality  from  those 
provided  in  the  drug  tariff,  and  he  addressed  the  Clerk  to 
the  Insurance  Committee  in  regard  to  the  matter,  and 
received  a  reply  in  which  it  is  stated  "  it  is  necessary  that 
chemists  should  be  guided  by  the  tariff  in  regard  to  what 
they  supply  to  insured  persons."  This,  of  course,  does  not 
answer  the  question  or  carry  "  K."  forward,  because  the 
medical  men's  requirements  have  to  be  provided  for  by  the 
Insurance  Committee  under  Medical  Benefit  Regula- 
tion 30  (2)  (b) — namely,  that  the  Committee  may  make 
arrangements  for  the  supply  by  practitioners  on  the  panel  of 
drugs  and  appliances  required  for  immediate  administration 
or  application,  or  required  for  use  before  a  supply  can  con- 
veniently be  obtained  otherwise.  Under  this  regulation 
some  Committees  have  made  arrangements — e.g.,  the  Liver- 
pool Insurance  Committee,  which  has  authorised  chemists 
on  the  panel  to  supply  doctors  on  the  panel  with  appliances 
ordered  by  them  on  a  special  yellow  form.  Doctors  are  not 
necessarily  confined  on  all  occasions  to  the  size  of  bandages 
mentioned  in  the  drug  tariff,  but  they  must  confine  them- 
selves to  the  list  of  appliances  specified  in  the  second 
schedule  to  the  Medical  Benefit  Regulations.  When,  as  in 
the  present  case,  the  doctors  object  to  the  shortness  (4  yards) 
of  bandages,  and  require  ordinary  6  yards  white  water- 
dressing  bandage,  the  matter  should  be  referred  to  the 
Insurance  Committee  by  representation  of  the  doctors 
through  the  local  Medical  Committee:  but  "  K."  and  other 
chemists  should  remember  that  these  bandages  have  to  be 
paid  for  out  of  the  money  allotted  for  drugs — namely, 
is.  bd.  per  head  and  the  floating  sixpence — and  some  sort  of 
a  check  should  be  imposed  upon  the  doctors  who  are  so  free 
in  the  use  of  appliances  that  they  get  for  nothing. 
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Legal  Queries. 

Before  writing:  about  your  difficulty  consult  "The  Chemists'  and 
Drug-gists'  Diary,"  1913,  pp.  211-242  and  pp.  4S7-459,  where  most 
legal  difficulties  are  anticipated. 


A.  B.  (60/56). — Solid  Carbolic  Preparations  are  neither 
"  poison  "  nor  "  poisonous  "  in  the  legal  sense. 

D.  (54/32). — You  have  no  right  to  retain  the  wages  of  an 
employe  because  he  leaves  your  employment  without  notice, 
unless  there  is  an  express  agreement  to  that  effect. 

J.  E.  M.  (58/9).— Headache  Cologne  is  a  title  involving 
liability  to  medicine  stamp-duty,  but  if  sold  by  a  registered 
chemist  it  may  be  brought  under  the  known,  admitted,  and 
approved  remedies  exemption. 

Erasmus  (59/8).— Carbolic  Oil  (1  in  20)  has  been  under  the 
poisons  regulations  for  years ;  now  carbolic  lotion  (1  in  80) 
has  come  under  the  "  Poisonous  "  conditions,  as  it  contains 
not  more  than  3  per  cent,  of  phenols. 

E.  S.  (56/38). — As  there  is  an  early-closing  order  in  your 
district,  you  may  sell  sanatogen  during  closing  hours  only 
when  you  have  reasonable  ground  to  suppose  that  it  is 
required  in  the  case  of  illness.  The  question  as  to  whether 
it  is  a  medicine  or  a  food  does  not  arise. 

H.  H.  (59/6). — Phenol  Mixture  containing  1  minim  of 
phenol  in  each  dose  is  not  covered  by  the  regulation  regard- 
ing oarbolic  disinfectants  containing  not  more  than  3  per 
cent.  It  would  be  ridiculous  to  label  the  mixture 
"  Poisonous  "  and  "  Not  to  be  taken,"  seeing  that  it  is 
compounded  for  the  purpose  of  being  taken. 

J.  M.  (59/34). — There  is  no  law  in  this  country  to  prevent 
any  person  calling  himself  "Skin  Specialist  "  and  "  Nerve 
Specialist,"  but  in  England  and  Wales  a  person  practising 
as  such  who  diagnoses  skin-diseases  and  provides  a  remedy 
commits  an  offence  under  the  Apothecaries  Act.  Apart  from 
this,  a  person  treated  by  a  self-styled  "  specialist  "  may 
recover. 

Mag.  Carb.  (11/62). — Your  Magnesia  Preparation  is  in  an 
entirely  different  category  from  Dinneford's  magnesia,  which 
is  a  solution  of  a  mineral  alkali  charged  with  carbonic-acid 
gas.  See  the  "  Aerated  Water  "  paragraph  on  p.  218  of 
the  C.  &  D.  Diary.  The  compound  which  you  make  is 
a  "  known,  admitted,  and  approved  remedy  " — namely, 
"Dyspepsia  Powder,  C.  &  D.  Diary,  1913,"  but  you  take 
your  preparation  out  of  the  exemption  by  using  the  posses- 
sive-case name  for  it  and  not  giving  the  reference. 

Uncertain  (50/24)  puts  the  following  queries:  (1)  A  is 
unregistered  and  has  a  pharmacy,  employing  B,  a  regis- 
tered man,  to  superintend  the  sale  of  scheduled  poisons. 
The  latter's  name  and  certificate  is  conspicuously  displayed 
in  the  shop,  and  the  name  has  also  been  supplied  to  the 
Registrar  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  A  purposes  doing 
Insurance  dispensing.  May  he  do  so  without  turning  his 
business  into  a;  limited  company — i.e.,  allowing  B  to  do 
tlm  dispensing ;  and  may  A  (a  certified  dispenser  of  the 
Society  of  Apothecaries)  do  the  same  under  B's  super- 
vision and  hand  medicines  to  customers?  [A  at  present  is 
acting  illegally  in  so  far  as  he  is  keeping  open  shop  for 
the  sale  of  poisons,  he  not  being  registered  under  the  Phar- 
macy Act,  nor  conducting  it  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
visions of  Section  3  of  the  Poisons  and  Pharmacy  Act, 
1908.  These  reasons  also  prevent  him  getting  on  the  Insur- 
ance dispensing  panel]  (2)  May  A  retail  scheduled  poisons 
in  presence  of  B,  or  must  B  retail  them  in  all  cases  alone  ? 
[Under  present  conditions  A  is  not  entitled  to  retail 
scheduled  poisons  as  suggested,  and  every  sale  of  a  scheduled 
poison  made  by  B  in  A's  shop  renders  A  liable  to  prosecu- 
tion.^ 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  do  not  undertake  to  analyse  and  report  upon  proprietary  articles, 
and  when  samples  are  sent  particulars  should  be  supplied  to 
us  as  to  their  origin,  what  they  are,  what  they  are  used  for 
and  how. 

We  do  not  as  a  rule  repeat  information  which  has  been  given  in  this 
section  during  the  past  twelve  months,  as  it  occupies  space 
.  which  can  be  more  profitably  utilised  for  other  information. 
In  such  cases  the  numbers  are  mentioned,  and  if  querists 
cannot  refer  to  these  they  may  obtain  the  numbers  from  the 
"C.  &  D."  Office  at  the  published  prices,  usually  6d. 


/.  C.  H.  (48/41).— Emigration  to  Australia  or  New 
Zealand.— In  the  C.  &  D.,  March  15,  index  folio  436,  we  gave 
several  references  to  back  numbers  where  is  given  informa- 
tion regarding  the  prospects  in  pharmacy  in  the  Colonies. 
These  references  you  should  follow  up. 


•  Menthol  (39/74). — Skin-cream. — Your  specimen  appears  to 
be  one  of  the  tragacanth-  type,  and  is  prepared  from  a 
formula  similar  to  the  following  : 


Powdered  tragacanth    31  j . 

Tincture  of  benzoin    Jss. 

Menthol    gr.  v. 

Oil  of  wintergreen  ...       ...       ...  jiifj. 

Glycerin    ...  3iij. 

Water   5vj. 


Dissolve  the  menthol  and  oil  of  wintergreen  in  the  tincture, 
and  add  to  the  tragacanth  contained  in  a  mortar ;  mix  well, 
then  add  all  at  once  the  glycerin  and  water  previously 
mixed,  and  stir  until  uniform.  It  may  be  necessary  to 
increase  the  quantity  of  tragacanth  slightly,  as  your  sample 
is  somewhat  stiffer  than  is  usual  in  this  type  of  cream. 

J.  /.  K.  (41/69). — Linseed-oil  Emulsion. — Referring  to  a 
reply  we  gave  in  the  C.  &  D.,  January  11,  index  folio  68, 
"  J.  J.  K."  sends  the  following  formula  for  Emulsio  01.  Lini 
Co.,  which  was  supplied  to  him  by  a  medical  man : 

01.  lini   giij. 

01.  gaultheriee, 

01.  cinnamom.    aa.  mxx. 

Acid,  hydrocyan.  dil.       ...       ...  nixx. 

Glycerin.    nixlvij.  [sic] 

Syrup.  ...    3j-..3v.  . 

Mucilag.  chondri  q.s.  ad   3vllj- 

M.  ft.  emulsio  et  adde — ■ 

Morphin.  sulph  gr.  j. 

Chloralis    31SS. 

3ss.  two  or  three  times  a  day. 

/.  /.  C.  (48/3). — Dental  Anesthetic  Solution.— We  have 
published  many  formulae  for  the  solutions  used  as  local 
anaesthetics  in  tooth  extraction.  In  the  C.  &  D.,  March  9, 
1912,  index  folio  392,  was  given  a  good  recipe  containing 
eucaine  lactate,  with  the  necessary  information  for  success- 
fully compounding  the  solution.  The  method  of  using  these 
solutions  was  explained  in  detail  in  the  C.  &  D.,  November  9, 
1912,  index  folio  733. 

T.  D.  (46/40). — Benzol  is  the  best  diluent  of  coal-tar  re- 
quired for  use  as  a  seed-dressing. 

O.  JR.  H.  (47/56).— (1)  Blood  Manure.— It  is  probably  lime 
to  which  the  butcher  refers  when  he  inquires  about  a 
chemical  for  converting  blood  into  a  powder-form  manure. 
(2)  Dog'S-coat  Cleaner. — The  method  of  cleaning  a  dog's  coat 
by  rubbing  into  it  a  powder  and  then  brushing  it  out  involves 
the  use  of  magnesia  or  one  of  the  dry-shampoo  powders 
such  as  are  employed  for  women's  hair.  We  have  given 
several  formulae  for  the  dry-shampoo  powders  in  recent 
volumes. 


Retrospect  of  Fifty  Years  Ago. 

Reprinted  from  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist,"  May  i5,  1803. 


Shop  Windows. 

We  have  lately  been  peering  into  shop  windows  in  all 
parts  of  London  in  the  hope  of  finding  something  like  a 
satisfactory  display  of  drugs  and  chemicals.  Our  search  has 
been  in  vain;  and  we  are  forced  to  conclude  that  such  dis- 
plays are  few  and  far  between.  What  we  have  seen  has  not 
been  gratifying,  for  it  has  convinced  us  that  there  is  very 
little  taste  or  judgment  shown  by  the  general  body  of 
chemists  in  the  arrangement  and  selection  of  objects  for 
exhibition.  Without  mincing  the  matter,  we  assert  that 
the  outward  signs  of  pharmacy  in  England  are  simply  con- 
temptible. A  litter  of  sundries,  a  few  stacks  of  pill-boxes, 
and  a  row  of  bottles  containing  patent  medicines  form, 
with  the  indispensable  show-bottles,  the  furniture  of  many 
a  chemist's  window.  Again,  in  some  of  the  largest  establish- 
ments huge  glass  jars  filled  with  trash  and  lyingly  labelled 
are  the  baits  employed  to  catch  customers.  Our  attention 
was  lately  called  to  one  of  these  jars  which  ought  to  have 
held  at  least  a  hundred  pounds'  worth  of  sulphate  of  quinine, 
according  to  its  barefaced  inscription,  but  which  really  con- 
tained nothing  but  a  lining  film  of  white  paint.  Surely  the 
honourable  craft  which  we  are  proud  to  represent  has  some- 
thing better  to  show  to  the  world  than  unsightly  odds  or 
ends  or  transparent  shams  !  We  do  not  object  to  the  exhibi- 
tion of  sundries  and  perfumery,  but  these  things  ought  not' 
to  displace  the  beautiful  products  of  the  laboratory,  and  the 
curiosities  of  the  Materia  Medica. 


Index    Folio  700 


